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In Latin America In Korea 





In Africa 


A Century of Policy and Achievement 


THIS ONE THING 


The founding fathers of the American 
Bible Society in 1816 started the Society 
off with a single commission and charge: 
“To encourage a wider circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures without note or com- 
ment.” For these 136 years the Society has 
stuck closely to this single-aim program. 


A COMMON MEETING GROUND 


Denominations have split apart because of 
doctrinal and other differences, but each 
section has continued its support of the 
American Bible Society. Today a hundred 
or more sizable denominations flourish in 
America, a land which assures freedom of 
worship; but in the American Bible Soci- 
ety they find a common meeting ground 
because they believe in the Bible as God’s 
Word and share a common zeal for its 
wide circulation. 


A STAGGERING ACHIEVEMENT 


More than four hundred and twenty mil- 
lion (420,000,000) copies of the Holy 
Scriptures (Bibles, Testaments, Portions) 
have been distributed by this Society alone. 


In Japan In the Navy 


FOR THE BLIND 


The Society provides the Bible in various 
systems for finger-tip reading and on 
Talking Book records. Up to date over 
358,000 volumes in 36 different languages 
and systems and records have been dis- 
tributed to the sightless. 


PEOPLE INFLUENCED 


The influence of these millions of volumes 
of God’s Word circulated in hundreds of 
languages among “every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation,” no man 
can measure. 


HOW TO BE A SHARER 
A gift makes you a sharer in this world- 
wide strategic enterprise. 


Now is the hour of great need, great de- 
mand, and great opportunity. Send your 
gift today to 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


(Attention of Mr. Frank H. Mann) 
450 Park Avenue New York 22, N. Y. 





For the Blind 


The texts on this page are translations of John 3:16 





For its Truth... 
For its beauty... 
















For its wisdom... 


For inspired lines that linger in 
memory, the King James version of the 
Holy Bible has been treasured by gen- 
eration after generation over the centu- 
ries. And over the centuries, skilled 
artisans have been handcrafting Bibles at 
Oxford. That is why these Bibles tradi- 
tionally are the most beautiful. When you 
give an Oxford Bible, you give the finest. 












THE OXFORD 


SCOFIELD 


Add to the King James version the schol- 
arship of the Scofield notes and you have 
a Bible that has won the devotion of mil- 
lions of readers. The Oxford Scofield is 
the most usefully annotated Bible ever 
prepared. It gives you help exactly where 
you need it, because the notes appear on 
the same page with difficult passages. 
In addition there are book summaries, 
chain references, chapter sub-heads, re- 
vised marginal renderings, chronology, 
index and colored maps. 


Pocket Editions: 
Only 5-7/16 x 3% x 15/16 inches thick: 


No. 12x. M tte, liz. .G Id ed ° . e ° 
BLACK or BLUE. $8.50 The Pilgrim Bible 
Sane See eee ee “re The Pilgrim Edition of the Holy Bible is 


No. 17x. (/llustrated, B) De luxe edi- 
tion, Morocco, leather-lined, slightly 
overlapping covers. Gold edges. $13.00 
BLUE or RED. $13.50 


Reference Editions with Concordance: 
In addition to all the Scofield helps, these 
Bibles contain Concordance, dictionary 
of Sen proper names and subject 
index. 


No. 133x. Handy size. French Morocco, 
overlapping covers, Oxford ultrathin In- 
dia paper. Red-under-gold edges. $11.50 


No. 183x. Large size. French Morocco, 
overlapping covers, Oxford ultrathin In- 
dia paper. Red-under-gold edges. $14.00 
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Reference Editions: 
No. 33x. (Jllustrated, A) Handy size, 
7 1/16 x 4%”. French Morocco, over- 
lapping covers. Oxford ultrathin India 
paper. Red-under-gold edges. $10.50 
No. 83x. Large size, 8Y% x 542”. French 
Morocco, overlapping covers, Oxford 
ultrathin India paper. Red-under-gold 
edges. $13.00 


the first Bible ever prepared especially 
for young Christians. The special intro- 
ductions and notes enable the reader to 
understand the Bible and relate it to his 
own experiences. Other features include 
outlines, summaries, index, chronology 
illustrations and 10 special maps. 

No. 20. Blue cloth, dust jacket. $4.50 
No. 22. (Illustrated, C) Varsity blue 
Moroccoette. Gold edges. $7.50 
No. 21. French Morocco, overlapping 
covers. Red-under-gold edges. $10.00 
No. 23x. De luxe India paper edition. 
French Morocco, overlapping covers. 
Red-under-gold edges. To be published 
in the spring, 1953. $12.50 


See these superb Bibles at your bookstore. 
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THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





cago, lll.; December 4—YMCA (8:00 P.M.), 
Lancaster, Pa.; December 9-27—WMissionary 
Conference, Costa Rica; December 28-30— 
Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles, 
Cal.; December 31—First Baptist Church, 
Alhambra, Cal. 
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NEW ENGLAND 

Letters have been received from 
two different leaders of religious 
life, concerning our editorial in the 


September issue entitled ‘‘New 
England’’ which stated that in spite 
of the unitarianism in that part of 
the United States there were “‘.. . 
still outstanding evangelical voices 
in New England .. .’’ I mentioned 
some of these works, but neglected 
to mention others. 

No disparagement of the works 
omitted was intended at ail by their 
omission from our list. We do thank 
God for the great works that are 
being done by such institutions as 
the Gordon College and Divinity 
School, the Tremont Temple Baptist 
Church, etc. We do thank God for 
every faithful witness in whatever 
part of the country. The fact that 
we mention some work. certainly 
never means that we are disparaging 
others. May God’s richest blessing 
be on these that we now mention 
and on any others which we still 
fail to mention. DGB 
GOD’S SAVING GRACE 

Your articles on ecclesiastical and 
judicial matters are excellent. We would 
like to have a few Editors of like courage 
here. The united Church here has “looted 
the legacy” of the old Presbyterian, Con- 
gregational, and Methodist Churches and 
is preaching another gospel—social gos- 
pel, with no saving grace. O, the patience 
of God is great. But judgment must be 
near. God speed you in your activities 
which are colossal and miraculous. 

ALFRED TAYLOR 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 
LUTHERAN TRUTH AND ERROR 

An interesting letter has come to the 
Editor from a subscriber who asks that 
his name and address be withheld. He is 





a member of a Missouri Synod Lutheran 
Church and writes to me in connection 
with my recent article entitled “Lutheran 
Contribution.” He is disturbed that I 
should have published it because of the big 
errors he finds in his own denomination 
which he lists as follows: 

(1) that the believer does not have 
eternal security, but that a person who has 
received faith in Christ as His Saviour, 
may lose that faith by committing a par- 
ticularly grievous sin—as the mortal sins 
of the Roman Catholics. 

(2) that the will of God may be 
thwarted, in that God tries to save many 
people who reject the grace which He tries 
to bestow upon them. 

(3) that the grace of God is received 
through channels, called the means of 
grace, among which are Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. 

(4) that water baptism saves a person, 
although that salvation may be lost by 
later rejection by that person. 

(5) that the body and blood of Jesus 
are truly and physically present in the 
elements of the Lord’s Supper, and that 
sanctifying grace is conveyed through the 
faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. 

(6) that a believer must continue to 
pray to receive the Holy Spirit, even 
though at times it is confessed that a per- 
son receives the Holy Spirit when he ac- 
cepts Christ as his Saviour. 

(7) that the clergy has a peculiar power 
—the power of the Keys—to remit or to 
retain sins in the stead of Christ. 

(8) that a liturgical worship service is 
the best way to worship—a form of wor- 
ship which includes the concept that God’s 
presence is particularly in the chancel at 
the altar and hence that one should bow 
before the altar, and which builds up a 
pseudo-Roman Catholic pageantry with 
robes, crucifixes, sacraments, prescriptions 
for where to stand, which way to face, 
and what to say. 

After pointing out these errors the 
writer goes on to say that he does not wish 
his name and address published because 
he is teaching a Sunday School class in a 
church of this denomination and is try- 
ing to present the Biblical point of view. 
He then adds one paragraph which is the 
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These Are Your Children... 
far from home! 


They left their 4-H Clubs, the Scouts 
and Brownies, their church friends and 
schoolmates, and from a pier in Brook- 
lyn set sail with their parents on a 
freighter across the Atlantic. Nineteen 
days later, they dropped anchor in the 
mouth of a sluggish brown stream, 
changed to a river boat and chugged 
upstream for 185 miles. Then they 
walked ashore, to low-lying houses set 
at the edge of the jungle. Here, with 
earthen walls and thatched roof, was 
their new mission home. “as 

They had known heat before. Sum- 
mers back home were hot, yet long 
and sunny and golden and a time for 
play. But summers were never like this. 
Heat that lies like a sodden blanket 
over the land. Heat that steams. Nights 
with no relief, except from sun, and 
seasons that vary only in wetness but 
not in temperature. 

It’s exciting, of course, in a way, to 
be in a strange land few American 
youngsters ever see. But it’s hard to 
forget the little things that were routine 
at home but are a king’s luxuries here. 
No more dashing in after school for a 
big glass of cold milk. Milk comes in 
cans, here. Little cans, because once 
opened, milk goes sour abruptly. 

They remember meals when they 
had to be urged to eat their salads... 
and wish for just one such crisp salad 
again. They recall August days when 
ice cream seemed only a nominal 
reward for mowing the lawn... and 
think how they would cherish each 
spoonful now. They have the hearty 
appetites of youth but they get weary 
of food from cans and the monotonous 
fare of rice and beans and rice again. 

They make friends with native chil- 
dren their own age, play with them, 
try to get over some idea of the America 
so far away. But they are shocked, and 
shocked anew each day, at the diseases 
which strike down the young, at the 
sores and fevers which run on and on 
for lack of care. 

Vaguely, they are conscious of how 
their missionary parents would like to 
do more to ease the suffering around 
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them — if they only had the drugs, the 
vaccines and serums. Yet there’s no 
nearby pharmacist’s refrigerator well 
stocked with new miracle drugs. Per- 
ishable vaccines perish fast in this heat. 
Even adhesive tape, perhaps the simpl- 
est of all medical supplies, sweats into 
gummy pulp. And of course there’s no 
ice, to save a life by chilling an an 
appendix until a surgeon’s skilled hands 
can work. 

The mission work goes on, handi- 
capped as it is. There’s no complaint; 
these are stout-hearted parents, firm 
in their faith, with stout-hearted chil- 
dren, too. 

So a o 


These are your children, too, far 
from home. You’ve made it possible 
for them to be there; you support the 
work the family does. Yet there is one 
more thing, a simple thing, you can 
do for them. 

Short decades ago, you could do 
nothing about the heat. Now you can. 
Modern science has developed a spe- 
cial type of refrigerator which has 
proved to be a boon to missions. It 
operates on kerosene, the universal 
fuel. It has no moving parts; it gives 
years of unfailing, rugged service. Itis 
big, modern, spacious — as modern as 
the finest refrigerator you'll see in any 
American home. 

Anywhere in the world, far from 
cities and electricity in the hottest of 
climates, it will chill and preserve fresh 
foods, make ice, keep meat and fish 
and fruit juices frozen . . . keep the pre- 
cious healing qualities of drugs intact. 

To the missions, in far-off lands, it is 
one of the greatest blessings civiliza- 
tion can provide. It means morale and 
health and healing; it means milk for 
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the children, a proper diet for growing 
bodies. It means a lift of spirits, from 
the simple luxury of a cold drink. And 
highly important, it means gratitude 
and appreciation from those aided . . . 
a life saved, a disease cured, a fever 
tamed, an inflammation otherwise fatal 
checked with ice. 

The kerosene refrigerator is a neces- 
sity not only in seared deserts and 
equatorial jungles but also in the high 
plateaus of the Andes, the hills of 
India, the uplands of Mexico — in any 
of the temperate zones where the work 
of missions goes on beyond the reach of 
fuel or power lines. 

You can send this help, through per- 
sonal donations or through your church 
funds. A special price is made to you on 
Servel refrigerators for missions. 

This is the season of giving. As you 
pack your refrigerator with turkey and 
pudding and holiday fare, think of the 
wonderful gift you could give this year. 
Think of the lands where there is no 
white Christmas, where there is only 
oppressive endless heat . . . no bracing 
December days. 

Think of the happiness you can send 
to mission families far from home in the 
Yuletide season. 

As you write your cards this year, 
drop a note to Servel. Ask for the new 
booklet prepared especially for church 
groups, which gives full details of 
refrigeration for missions and describes 
the kerosene Servel. Letters from 
Africa, India, the Orient and South 
America tell in the missionaries’ own 
words what a blessing refrigération is 
to them and their im 

Send for this booklet now. Make this 
a real season of giving . . . to those who 
are far from home, 


Vv 
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INTERNATIONAL DIVISION, 20 PINE STREET, NEW YORK 5, N. Y., U.S.A. 
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KEEP Christ ‘he 
Christmas 


Give a Christian Book . . . 


Always a welcome gift—and the best way to 
solve those difficult shopping problems. 


For your 

MINISTER—MISSIONARY—STUDENT—SHUT-IN 

For instruction, edification, comfort, enjoyment—Eternity 

Book Service suggests: 

THE 100 TEXTS by T. C. HAMMOND eee . .$3.00 
A complete handbook on the controversy » with 
the Church of Rome. New stock just received. 

THE NEW BIBLE HANDBOOK (IVCF) 

by G. T. MANLEY, General Editor : . $4.00 

New up-to-date Handbook which ninititiis 
a belief in plenary inspiration with sound 
scholarship. 


BIBLICAL DEMONOLOGY by MERRILL F. UNGER ... $4.00 


Rated by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith as the most 
comprehensive study of the subject ever 
produced. 


COMFORT FOR CHRISTIANS by ARTHUR W. PINK. .... $1.75 
This book is more like Dr. Pink’s earlier ones: 
simple, spiritual, stimulating. It provides 
messages of cheer for the despondent, a 
cordial for the faint, consolation for the be- 
reaved, a real tonic to faith. 

THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS. 

Edited by J. N. D. ANDERSON......sss—i‘(‘(‘(‘(‘i(‘t(;ti;tw; $3.00 
No theological student should receive a 
diploma without having read this book and 
written an essay on it. D. G. B. 


THE LIFE AND WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS .... $5.95 
Flavius Josephus was a Jewish historian who 
lived in the first Christian century. This 
volume is a reprint of a very old edition. 

FIRST THE RAPTURE by J. F. STROMBECK......._..... $1.00 


Worthwhile reading. Read September 
Eternity for other titles by the same author. 


reason why I published my article “Luth- 
eran Contribution.” He says, “I am still 
a member of this church because it is the 
only church in this town which consistently 
and clearly presents the Gospel of salvation 
through the atonement which Christ 
wrought by His suffering and death on 
the cross. God is certainly to be thanked 
that the essence of the Gospel is taught 
and believed throughout this denomina- 
tion.” That was the point of my article 
and I wish to present to ministers of many 
denominations the fact that there was 
high class material presented in a schol- 
arly point of view backing up the great 
fundamentals of the Scripture. 

D.G.B. 
LET THIS CUP PASS 

Permit me to express my sincere appre- 
ciation of the treatment in Eternity oi 
Let This Cup Pass. I do not remember 
that I have read anything that “stirred 
my soul” so much as your message. 

I have used that text several times in 
my pastorate and regret that I had not 
read this great message of yours on that 
text. God bless you. Your exposition of 
that text seemed to draw me closer to my 
Saviour than I have experienced in my 
forty years in the ministry in a busy life 
during my teaching in the public schools 
and serving as a pastor of several churches. 
May God bless you abundantly in your 
great work. 

(Rev.) James P. Denby 
New York, N. Y. 


STIMULUS TO BIBLE STUDY 

I have just returned from Los Angeles 
where I took our youngest daughter to 
enroll as a freshman student in the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. I am sure that 
Eternity had no little part in helping her 
to make the decision to go there to pre- 
pare herself for whatever God has in 
store for her as she yields her life com- 
pletely to Him. 

Our grateful thanks to Dr. Barnhouse 
and Mr. Keiper, whom we had the privi- 
lege of studying under at Mt. Hermon, 
California, and to all who contribute to 
make Eternity what it is. 


Stockton, Catt, Mas.) Aun B. Jouns 


LEARNING TO WAIT 

I am a seminary student at the Western 
Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary 
and have about one and one-half years to 
complete my education. If the Lord tarry, 
I plan to go to the land of Japan under 
the Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission- 
ary Society. The articles in Eternity con- 
cerning the Orient written by Mr. Soltau 
have been very timely and especially inter- 





esting to me. How I wish that my training 
were over and I could get to Japan! How- 
ever, I am learning to wait on the Lord 
and trust Him to get me to Japan in His 
good time. 


Portland, Oregon 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send the checked books to the following address. Remittance in 
full is enclosed: 


(C The 100 Texts ($3.00) 


Tom NICHOLSON 

(] Comfort for Christians ($1.75) 

Gres eater apts ton c 
The New Bible Handbook ($4.00) a us Josephus ($5. mF 

Bi O] First the Rapture ($1.00) OLDING CHAIRS 


( Biblical Demonology ($4.00) 
FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


DAME... escsssesscssnneesennnsennsnnneeessnsseennnnnscennnessesssnseccannssensasssenonnestens cE Ce te teers 9 oo). ee WRITE FOR a us 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


\ J.P. REDINGTON &CO. 
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MOODY Bille Institute 
LASALLE ST. 8 CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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Moody annuities offer you many advantages besides returns 
that match commercial investments. After signing an annuity 


agreement, you are free from bother and worry; whereas. 


stocks, bonds, mortgages and other securities. require time for 
supervision as well -as knowledge of financial matters. For 44 
years, Moody annuity returns have arrived on time and have 
remained the same, regardless of wars, depressions or other 
economic conditions. You are not bothered with clipping coupons 
or making out ownership certificates. Moody annuities are 
“burglar-proof” because they are worthless to anyone except 
the true owner. If they are lost or destroyed, payments continue 
to the real beneficiary without interruption. 


And, through being a partner with Moody, you have the joy of. 


knowing your dollars are used to train missionaries, pastors, 
other Christian workers . . . . and for proclaiming the gospel — 


through the printed word, evangelistic meetings, gospel-science 
films and daily gospel broadcasts. 


For complete information, mail the coupon iden! for your free. 


copy of DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. There’s no obligation! 
'- - 3 . ~~ 


| 

\ 

' [_] send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, exunetial 

1 : 

, the story of the Moody annuity plan. Otis. ienc to. Zone....... State................ 
\ 

) [] tam interested in stewardship Addreet.sec-sevcossoussonsssmsne 
I in its relation to wills. Send me the 
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On TV studio stages where shows 
are being prepared for televising, a 
new word has come into the lan- 
guage—‘‘bloopers.’’ These are the 
equivalent of what is known as a 
‘*fluff’’ in radio. There have been 
many stories told of tongue-twisted 
words, of things said in front of a 
live mike that were not supposed 
to be aired, and of rival products 
advertised, as when an actress told 
the announcer that she never used 
anything but Ivory flakes on a 
program that was being paid for 
by Lux. 


Recently a TV camera in a mys- 
tery show turned to show a door; 
the whole suspense depended on 
what was seen when it was opened— 
and lo! there was an electrician 
fixing a light. 


Any man in public life is subject 
to making fluffs or bloopers, and I 
have thanked the Lord many a time 
that He has kept me from making 
too many. Recently, however, I 
made a good one, and it caused me 
to check up on several things and 
to make some high resolves. 


The Executive Secretary of the 
Evangelical Foundation told me of 
correspondence with several churches 
relative to the showing of our new 
motion picture, THE GEOGRAPHY 
OF SALVATION. After showing it 
to my New York Bible Class, I 
expressed regrets that we could not 
have a larger church and said that 
Calvary Baptist Church would not 
allow their church to be used for 
films. Quite a few members of that 
church were present, and we soon 
heard about iit from the officials, 
giving us copies of our correspon- 
dence showing that they were will- 
ing to have the film if a date could 
be arranged. I had got my churches 
and my cities mixed up, for it was 
another church in another city 
which would not show f:ims. 


I immediately wrote to Calvary 
Baptist Church, explaining my em- 
barrassment and extending my sin- 
cere apologies. I also made the same 
explanation before my Bible Class. 
Suffice it to say that- I am deeply 
appreciative of the great history of 
Calvary Baptist Church and its 
splendid ministry under Dr. Wim- 
bish, and urge any of the members 
of Erernity family throughout the 
world to visit that church when 
they are passing through New York 
City. 
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THE 


“COMINGS” 
OF CHRIST 


By 
NORTHCOTE 
DECK 


Northcote Deck, of To- 
ronto, is a former mis- 
sionary to the Solomon 
Islands and a frequent 
Bible conference speaker. 


Wauen Christ was born in Bethlehem, He came to earth with three great under- 
takings in view: first to dispossess Satan, as god of this world; further to establish 
a throne, and regain His reign on earth; and finally to reinstate righteousness among 
men, in a world cursed by sin, and thus set up the kingdom of God on earth. 


Significantly, then, Luke the inspired historian relates Christ to Mary (2:7-9), 
so that as ‘‘seed of the woman’’ He might ‘‘bruise’’ Satan’s head. Then he relates 
Him to David (3:31) that He might reign in equity on ‘‘the throne of His father 
David,’’ as,foretold by Gabriel (1:32). Then he relates Him to Abraham (3:34) 
that ‘‘the blessing of Abraham might come upon the gentiles’’ (Gal. 3:14); and 
the human race. And finally to God, that as ‘‘Son of God’’ (3:38) He might ac- 
complish these three great designs. 


Now we speak much of the ‘‘second coming’’ of Christ, implying there are only 
two comings, once as a Child in the past, and soon as a Conqueror in the future. Yet 
of these two great comings it is instructive to realize there are five separate phases, 
each distinguished by a different preposition. 


(1) Micah is privileged in 5:2 to predict and announce the birth and birthplace 
of the Son of God on earth: ‘‘Thou Bethlehem .. . little among the thousands of 
Judah, out of thee shall He come forth that is to be ruler in Israel.’’ This prophecy 
is positively identified with Christ by the wise men, in Matthew 2:6, and confirmed 
in Galatians 4:4 ‘‘when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 


. of a woman.’’ The same striking preposition is used in the statement of both Micah 


and Paul, sent ‘‘forth.’’ 


So Christ emerged out of eternity where He had ever been with His Father into 
time where He ‘‘tabernacled’’ in a human body some thirty-three years. Meredith’s 
lines about the birth of a child apply exactly to Him: ‘‘Where are You come from 
Infant Dear? Out of the Everywhere, into Here.’’ For that was literally true of 
Him.. Part of the ‘‘emptying’’ He submitted to involved relinquishing for the time 
being, His omnipresence, that He might ‘‘ presence’’ Himself among men, as the Man 
Christ Jesus. So He came forth into a world of sin, ‘‘holy, harmless, undefiled.’’ 


Now, in that human body, having survived repeated attacks on His life by the 
enemy of souls, He arrived at length at the cross, which had ever been His goal, 
for He came to earth ‘‘bent on dying.’’ Among other results of that death, we read 
in Colossians 2:15 He ‘‘spoiled principalities and powers.’’ And it was through His 
mighty victory there over the god of this world, that His Father is now able to deliver 
‘‘us from the power of darkness’’ where we once belonged, and to translate ‘‘us 
into the Kingdom of His Dear Son’’ (Col. 1:13). In doing this He was also able 
to ‘‘destroy (disannul) him that hath the power of death, that is, the Devil’’ (Heb. 
2:14), for in a dreadful sense, Satan, the author of sin is for the present the con- 
troller of its consequences, for he admittedly ‘‘had the power of death.’’ But Christ 
having dispossessed him, He, and not Satan, now holds ‘‘the keys of death and of 
Hell’’ (Rev. 1:18). So His first undertaking was ‘‘prosperously effected.’’ 
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(2) He came to establish a 
throne, ‘‘the throne of His father 
David.’’ So to Israel (Zech. 9:9) is 
announced : ‘‘ Behold thy King com- 
eth unto thee.’’ There was indeed 
some thirty years’ interval between 
His coming forth in Bethlehem, and 
His coming unto the nation Israel. 
The ‘‘wise men’’ from afar were 
wiser than His people the Jews, for 
they inquire: ‘‘ Where is He that is 
born King of the Jews?’’ (Mt. 2:2). 
As such He had come. John the 
Baptist follows this up in proclaim- 
ing ‘‘the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand’’ (3:2). It is so called because 
it implies the rule of Heaven over 
earth. This had been foretold by 
Daniel (2:44) ‘‘The God of Heaven 
shall set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed.’’ Now it is true 
at present in regard to ‘‘the King 
of the Jews,’’ (Pilate in Mt. 27 :37) 
‘*we see not yet all things put under 
Him’’ (Heb. 2:8). Far from it at 
present. But it must and will come 
to pass in the eternal will of God. 

There are those who would dis- 
miss the actual millennial reign of 
Christ as merely symbolical, and 
the definite statement concerning 
the redeemed: ‘‘they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand 
years’? (Rev. 20:4), as without 
literal significance. Yet Paul’s em- 
phatic declaration : ‘‘He must reign 
(on earth) till He hath put all ene- 


mies under His feet,’’ surely im- 
plies more than that He will just 
conquer and subdue. Surely where 
for years the Son of God was so 
seorned and shamed, He must be 
exalted and vindicated and reign. 

Now though the kingdom of 
Heaven was announced as ‘‘at 
hand,’’ and thereby offered to the 
Jews, it was practically and con- 
tinually rejected by them, first in 
the beheading of John the Baptist, 
and then in the continual antago- 
nism and unbelief of the Jewish 
rulers. It was this which finally 
evoked Christ’s ‘‘upbraiding’’ of 
Chorazin and Bethsaida, where 
many of His mighty works had been 
wrought. This virtual rejection by 
the nation is evidenced by Christ’s 
change of message when He turned 
from that nation to the individual 
with His offer of rest for the soul 
(Mt. 11:28). 

True, there seemed a transient 
recognition of His Kingship when 
He was welcomed in Jerusalem with 
palm branches and hosannas. Here 
again was fulfilled the prophecy of 
Zechariah 9:9: ‘‘Behold thy King 
cometh unto thee.’’ But the same 
fickle crowd which that day ac- 
claimed Him was soon to cry in 
rejection, ‘‘Crucify Him!’’ The 


kingdom therefore He had come to 
establish, was postponed, for the 
present. 











Clothes betray guilt as well as other things, for + 
trousers of suspected counterfeiters disclosed particles of certain metals and chemicals used 
in this irregular way of making money, and convicted them. It makes no difference how 
you are dressed as you approach the Lord God of judgment. Your clothes will betray you 
and you will be cast forth as was the wedding guest who appeared 
wedding garment (Mt. 22:1-14). The only way. to approach the God of all holiness is to 
be clothed in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. That will stand the analysis of 
the light of God. Those thus clad will be seen as “faultless to stand before the throne.” 
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This only resulted more quickly 
in the partial fulfillment of His 
third undertaking: ‘‘That the bless- 
ing of Abraham might come upon 
the Gentiles’’ in the spread of the 
Gospel throughout the world and 
the establishment of righteousness 
in countless hearts. 

(3) Coming forth as a Babe, 
coming unto a nation to be rejected, 
now coming for His own. Of that 
future coming we are assured in 
1 Thessalonians 4:17: ‘‘We which 
are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them (the dead in 
Christ which rise first) in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.’’ 
This then defines what the frequent 
phrase ‘‘the coming of the Lord’’ 
implies and effects. The actual words 
“*eoming for’’ do not oceur in Serip- 
ture, yet the pronoun ‘‘for’’ is 
clearly implied. He certainly comes 
for us in the fact that He has left 
Heaven ‘‘with a shout’’ (unheard 
by the world) to meet us, and we 
shall have left the earth when we 
are ‘‘caught up . . . in the clouds”’ 
where we shall ‘‘meet the Lord in 
the air,’’ in this wondrous reunion, 
which has no relation to the world 
of sinners. Being then ‘‘forever with 
the Lord’’ there follows, as Paul ex- 
plains, ‘‘the judgment seat of 
Christ’’ for believers, ‘‘that every 
one may receive the things done in 
his body . . . whether it be good or 
bad’’ (2 Cor. 5:10). This is, of 
course, not for salvation but for 
reward. 

(4) Following that Jude declares 
Enoch’s prophecy: ‘‘Behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of 
His saints’’ (v. 14). Here then we 
find the fourth striking preposition 
in regard to the comings of Christ. 
Coming forth, coming unto, coming 
for, and coming with His saints. 

(5) There remains still a fifth 
preposition ; coming to each believer 
to strengthen and comfort moment 
by moment as He promised: ‘‘I will 
not leave you comfortless, I will 
come to you’’ (John 14:18). This is 
Christ’s present and perpetual min- 
istry. This is confirmed in Revela- 
tion 3:20 (spoken to _ believers) 
where Christ presents Himself at 
the inner door of our hearts. Hav- 
ing come to the believer He desires 
to come in to him for communion. 
But the latch is on our side of the 
door. His getting in is conditional 
on our willingness and welcome. 
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Current Events in the light of the Bible 


HUMAN GOVERNMENT 


There have been many theories of human govern- 
ment set forth by philosophers. There is only one 
government which can ever satisfy the demands of 
Ged and that is government by God. Since we do 
not have this, and since we do have many different 
forms of human government, we have the right to 
examine all these forms and decide which one will 
grant to mankind the greatest conditions of liberty 
and justice in his general state of rebellion against 
God. In order to illustrate the various forms I want 
to set before you a common, ordinary ruler—the type 
which you had on your desk through many of your 
early school years. The ruler is marked in twelve 
sections, each one of them an inch. Let these twelve 
inches represent twelve different forms of human 
government. The first inch is far to the left, the 
twelfth inch is far to the right. These are the absolute 
extremes in government. The line between the sixth 
inch and the seventh inch is the middle of the ruler. 

The first inch is the existence of man without law— 
it is called anarchy. Every man does exactly what 
is right in his own eyes. There would be no police 
force. There would be no possibility of the union of 
men to impose their will on others. 

At the other end of the ruler there is the twelfth 
inch which is the absolute totalitarian domination of 
the rule of one individual man. I do not believe that 
there has been any such government upon the earth 
since the time of Nebuchadnezzar, who was the head 
of gold in Daniel’s image, and whose rule was arbi- 
trary and absolute. Most of the examples that might 
be brought forth and considered as possible in the 
twelfth inch would belong in the eleventh inch where 
other human wills would serve in some sense to dilute 
the absolutism of the single, unopposed will. The 
eleventh inch would be the government of a Hitler or 
a Mussolini. Near the other end of the ruler there is 
the second inch which is the rule of a Stalin. 

When we consider the first inch at our left to be 
liberalism and the last inch to our right to be the 
totalitarianism of dictatorship, we should understand 
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tue terms that are involved in these measurements. 
In 1789 and after at the time of the terror under the 
French Revolution, the first meeting of the newly- 
formed parliament contained some members of the 
former nobility. These still had such prestige that 
they were given the positions of honor to the right of 
the presiding officer. The extreme revolutionaries sat 
as far away from them as possible over on the left, 
while the moderatists were forced to sit in the center 
between the two extremes. It was Carlyle in his great 
work, The French Revolution who first introduced 
the terms of the Left and the Right to describe 
political tendencies, giving the word Left to the 
revolutionaries, and the Right to the aristocrats. Dur- 
ing the course of the last century, the terms leftist 
and rightist, et cetera, have developed from this 
usage. 

All of these systems tend to be fluid and to move 
over the boundary lines so that at times Communism 
may appear to lie partly in the third inch and 
Hitlerism may appear to lie partly in the tenth inch. 
Well established in the third inch on the left and 
the tenth inch on the right are such governments as 
Tito in Yugoslavia on the left and of Peron in the 
Argentine on the right. Franco would also lie in the 
tenth inch. These are strong men, but not as strong 
as those who govern more on the extremes. There are 
large groups of men surrounding these leaders, such 
as the cliques of army officers or of the Jesuit clergy. 
In some cases these are the real rulers and use such 
men as Franco for a threat or accept such men as 
Tito because they feel in themselves an inability to 
face the tasks that they see around them. In the 
fourth inch lies Socialism and within the confines of 
the Socialist parties of various countries there are 
men who lean to the left toward Communism and 
men who lean to the right toward a more modified 
regime. On the other side of the ruler and correspond- 
ing to this position are the men of the ninth inch— 
arch Conservatives. These would include some of the 
great political bosses of our American politics, men 
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like Mark Hanna and Boise Penrose. Both of these 
distinetions of the left and right seek to govern by 
using elements that are nearer to the center. Socialism 
in the fourth inch reaches out to a Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, who lived in the fifth inch, while the party bosses 
take a Robert Taft and a Joe McCarthy in the eighth 
ineh. 

The whole psychology of McCarthyism can be 
understood by the fact that he is standing in the 
eighth inch looking toward the left. He sees red in 
the second inch and calls anything that is in the 
third or fourth inch that has any shade of pink 
by the name of red. When the investigations come 
out and it is found that third-inch men have never 
been members of the Communist party, they cry 
aloud that they are being persecuted and that they 
are really wonderful liberals. The McCarthies, how- 
ever, see the great danger of the second inch and 
realize that Communism can never come to power 
unless aided and abetted by the men of the third inch 
who have the ground prepared by New Dealers of 
the fourth inch. 

Until 1932 the United States was largely governed 
by men of the sixth, seventh, and eighth inches, 
sometimes influenced by the bosses of the ninth inch. 
With the coming of the New Deal with its emphasis 
upon the economics of the English Fabians, the 
polities of the United States shifted definitely to the 
left of center for the first time in its history. People 
who are living in our generation and who do not have 
the perspective of history will find it very difficult 
to understand that a great revolution has taken place 
in the United States during our lifetime. Rugged 
individualism gave way to government domination 
and control. It would have been inconceivable fifty 
years ago to tell Americans that they could or could 
not plant certain crops or raise certain animals. 
Government by bureaucracy would have been im- 
possible especially by a bureaucracy which had as its 
philosophy ‘‘soak the rich.’’ 

When the American Government was formed, men 
like Jefferson, Hamilton, Madison and the rest were 
distinctly men of the eighth inch. That the present 
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Democratic Party should appeal to Thomas Jefferson 
is ludicrous to those who know political economy and 
philosophy of history. The men who founded the 
country would never have dreamed of having votes 
for women or freedom for slaves, and in many in- 
stances were against voting by any who were not 
landowners. It was the first half of the present 
century that saw the force of government move across 
the middle line, and in the name of the demos seek the 
destruction of the aristos. 

During the last decade many men have seen the 
great danger that lies in the basic economic policies 
of the New Deal and the Fair Deal. They have 
realized that a government based in the fourth inch 
or in the fourth and fifth, would ultimately destroy 
the incentives that have made men and nations great. 
Almost everyone knows that the bringing in of the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) at the time 
of the depression induced many thousands of men 
to quit their jobs and accept relief money. Why 
should they work hard for $30 in depression times 
when they could get $20 a week for doing nothing? 
The creation of such an attitude in the minds of any 
mass of people breaks down the incentives that cause 
men. to push themselves to the utmost in order to 
reap the rewards of ‘their own energy. 

The political year which has just come to its end 
was really a battle between the principle of govern- 
ment by the fourth and fifth inch on the one side 
and government by the sixth and seventh inch on the 
other side, or by the seventh ‘and eighth inch in an 
earlier struggle. The controversy that came to its 
climax at the Republican National Convention was 
that between the Old Guard, who represented the 
seventh and eighth inches, and the young Republicans 
of the sixth and seventh inches. Afterward when 
Eisenhower had made his peace with Taft, the Demo- 
erats immediately accused him of having been ‘‘cap- 
tured’’ by the Old Guard and made their campaign 
not against Eisenhower but. against Taft, McCarthy, 
and former President Hoover. The Republicans on the 

(Continued on page 36) 
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A Glorious 


By HAROLD W. FIFE 


Pastor of the Free Evangelical Church, 
Bournemouth, England, and 
Chairman of the International Council 
of the North Africa Mission 


66J,.OR the Lord God is a sun and shield, the Lord 

will give grace and glory. No good thing will He 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. O Lord of 
Hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in Thee’’ 
Psalm 84: 11, 12. 

Have you had such an experience of God and His 
grace in Jesus Christ that you can sing with assurance 
that the Lord is a sun and shield? The Lord gives 
grace and glory. The Lord withholds no good thing 
from them that walk uprightly. 

Can you give a testimony to others that blessed, 
happy, is the man that trusteth in Him? That is a 
glorious and thrilling testimony. And what a change 
it makes in a life when we can utter words like these 
from our hearts. It is not, of course, an insurance 
against sorrow, neither is it an assurance against 
difficulties, but it is an assurance, and a thrilling 
assurance, that there can come nothing into the life 
of the child of God that God will not richly bless to 
him. That there can come no experience to the child 
of God in which the Lord will not give joy, as well 
as blessing. 

The whole Psalm is a great song taking us right 
into the secrets of the spiritual life. It begins as all 
spiritual life begins, with longing for God. ‘‘My soul 
longeth, yea, even faitheth for the courts of the 
Lord.’’ That is a good thing, but here is a better 
thing. ‘‘My heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God.’’ Here is a man with a great thirst after 
God, and Jesus said that if we seek we find, if we 
knock it is opened unto us. 

It goes on to the blessedness of finding Him. 
‘*Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, they will 
still, or they will always, be praising Thee.’’ It 
strikes a deeper note in the harmony of the spiritual 
experience when it says: ‘‘Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in Thee and in whose heart are the ways 
desired who passing through the valley of weeping 
make it a well.’’ Happy are those that go through 
with God. Happy are those who have God indwelling, 
and happy are those whose glorious testimony is ‘‘The 
Lord God is a sun and a shield.’’ 

There are three phases to the spiritual life: there 
is longing, and finding, and testifying. Or if you 
like, there is thirsting and drinking and overflowing, 
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ESTIMONY 


and so rich is the experience of those that thirst for 
God and find in Him their need, that the Psalmist 
here says ‘‘It is better to spend a day in the courts 
of the Lord than a thousand anywhere else.’’ 

I want especially to consider this glorious testimony 
as it is revealed to us in the opening sentence of these 
closing verses and the light that shines upon that 
sentence from the other verses. The Lord God, it says, 
is a sun and a shield. This man was not a sun wor- 
shiper ; he wasn’t saying ‘‘The Lord is the sun,’’ nor 
‘“The sun is the Lord,’’ he was saying ‘‘The Lord 
God is a sun.’’ As he sits on the hills with his sheep 
in the sharp clarity of the eastern sunlight, he sees 
an evidence and a reminder of a greater light still, 
and it reveals to him something of the grandeur of 
God. He looks into the sunlight; it blinds by its light; 
he feels its warmth penetrating him by its innate 
power. He realizes that it is limitless in its effluence, 
it can shine on him in its glory and strength and still 
have abundance to shine on others. He is not subtract- 
ing something from it, that is denying its blessing to 
others. It is unchanging in its essence. 

He went to the hills day by day and the same sun 
shone in its splendor and its glory. It was distant, 
how distant he could not have known, and yet immi- 
nent; it was near him, it touched him, it warmed 
him, it blessed him. It was vast, and yet it was inti- 
mate. He knew it, he felt it, and all of these things 
spoke to him of God, for God in His holiness blinds 
in the light of His presence, that light that no man 
may approach unto. He penetrates into our inner 
resources of mind and thought by His innate power. 
He is limitless in his effluence, He has enough for 
each, enough for all, and enough forevermore. 

He is unchanging in His essence, with Him there 
is no change neither shadow caused by turning. The 
God of our lives today is the God of eternity that was 
and ever will be. He is distant, ruling beyond the 
fartherest realms of space, holding the universe in 
matchless order in His hand, yet we sometimes sing, 
‘to each loving heart how near’’: 

Lord of all being throned afar, 
Thy glory, flames from sun and star, 


Center and soul of every sphere, 
Yet to each loving heart how near. 
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Distant, yet imminent; vast, so vast that God has a 
place in His plan for all who come to Him. And God 
has a care in His heart for the very hairs of our head 
and the sparrow that falls to the ground. So vast is 
His loving kindness, yet so intimate is His care. And 
as the Psalmist sits on the hillside and meditates 
upon the grandeur and the holiness of God, he begins 
where all true testimonies should begin, with the 
glory and majesty of God, and he says: ‘‘The Lord 
God is a sun aid a shield.’’ 

Almost all Scripture bears testimony to this. If you 
read the first five chapters of the prophecy of Isaiah, 
you will find a man preoccupied with his country and 
himself, with the sins of others, he is continually 
uttering woes as he looks upon mankind, but when 
he gets into chapter six he says: ‘‘I saw the Lord 
high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple, 
and I said: ‘Woe is me.’’’ There is nothing like a 
vision of the grandeur of God for unveiling to us the 
sin and need of our heart. That is something we are 
lacking today. 

And John in the Revelation says ‘‘ His countenance 
was as the sun shining in His strength, and I fell 
at His feet as dead.’’ When he sees the glory in his 
vision he says: ‘‘The city had no need of the sun or 
moon to shine in it for the glory of God did lighten 
it and the Lamb is the light thereof.’’ In Him there 
is light ; in Him there is no darkness at all. 

Thomas Binney was outdoors on one occasion when 
the sun was at its meridian; and suddenly a similar 
thought flashed into his mind, and he wrote these 
words : 

Eternal Light, Eternal Light, 

How pure the soul must be 

When placed within Thy searching sight, 

It shrinks not, but with calm delight 

Can live and look on Thee! 

The angels that surround Thy throne 

May bear the burning bliss; 

But that is surely theirs alone, 

Since they have never, never known 

A fallen world like this. 

Oh, how shall I, whose native sphere 

Is dark, whose mind is dim, 

Before the Ineffable appear, 

And on my naked spirit bear 

The uncreated beam? 
That is the question that comes to us when we realize 
the Lord God is the sun in His holiness and majesty. 
But he goes on with the answer: 

There is a way for man to rise 

To that sublime abode; 

An Offering and a Sacrifice, 

A Holy Spirit’s energies, 

An Advocate with God. 

These, these prepare us for the sight 

Of holiness above. 

The sons of ignorance and night 

May dwell in the Eternal Light, 

Through the Eternal Love. 

Our real heart testimony begins when we say ‘‘the 
Lord God is a sun,’’ and if God is a sun in His holi- 
ness and majesty and brightness, if God is a sun 
searching out the dark recesses of mind and thought 
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and unveiling in the light of His glory the hidden 
sins of my life, if God is the creator and I am the 
creature of His creation and owe Him my life and 
have denied it to Him, then there must be a way that 
God Himself has made for me tw rise to Him, or else 
I am forever lost and separate. And when sin is thus 
bitter to us, as the old Puritan says, ‘‘then Christ 
begins to be inexpressibly sweet.’’ 

We need, I think, above almost everything in our 
modern civilization to get this conception of the 
grandeur and the wonder and the holiness of God so 
that we bow before Him knowing we are lost sinners, 
but for the grace of Jesus Christ who died to 
redeem us. 

The Lord God is a sun in the brightness of His 
holiness, but also in His life-giving power. The Lord 
will give grace and glory. The Psalmist had watched 
the seasons in their turn come round, had felt the 
warmth of the sun in spring not once but in suc- 
cessive years and could realize that that same sun 
bringing its warmth on the ground, brought forth 
myriad forms of life. The little scarlet pimpernel took 
its color from the sun. The great trees stirred to life. 
The animals basked in it. A myriad dormant things 
sprang to life and beauty at the kiss of the sun. 

And then he thought, surely, that the life that is 
turned toward God and is drawn into the light of His 

(Continued on page 41) 





The story goes that an 
immigrant came from 
Evrope, promising to 
send for his wife as soon 


there came a_ letter 
which, having never 
learned to read, he 
handed to a stranger in 
ae ber with a request 
that it might be read. In a bellowing voice the stranger 
read, “Why haven't you sent for me? | must have some money 
right away. Minnie.” The man angrily snatched the letter 
away and put it in his pocket, forgetting it for more than a 
month. Again he pulled it ovt and asked another stranger 
to read it, and in a very soft tone the latter read, “Why 
haven‘t you sent for me? | must have some money. Minnie.” 
The immigrant nodded with satisfaction. “Anyway,” he re- 
marked as he tore the letter up, “I’m glad to notice she’s 
changed her tone.” 

Thus the Gospel comes to the lives of men, sometimes in 
a voice of thunder, sometimes in a tender voice, but always 
the same message. We may seek to put it from our hearts, 
but the message can never change. It all depends, in the last 
analysis, on whether our hearts are hard ground or good 
ground to receive the seed. The responsibility is totally ours. 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


LITERACY AND THE BIBLE 

The UNESCO report to the United 
Nations, recently issued, states that 
half the population of the world— 
more than 1,200,000,000 people— 
are today unable to read and write, 
and not only the total number but 
also the percentage of illiterates is 
rising. Illiteracy, states the report, 
goes together with bad sanitary 
conditions, a backward economy, 
undernourishment, and a lack of 
social organization. In other words, 
illiteracy is to be found where the 
Bible is not known. Wherever the 
Word of God is translated, all of 
these factors are changed for the 
better. The report goes on to dis- 
cuss measures to reduce illiteracy 
but it does not touch the problem 
of what people will be given to read 
when they are able to do so. 

The problem of Bible translation 
and of Christian literature becomes 
more and more urgent. And per- 
haps the problem of Christian 
literature in some of the large 
population countries is even more 
important than Bible translation in 
some of the smaller tribes, impor- 
tant as that work is. 


CHINESE UNIVERSITIES 
The London Times reports that 
the reorganization of Chinese uni- 
versities which has been in progress 
for the past few months has now 
been completed. One effect of the 
change is the merging or disappear- 
ance of all those universities that 
were founded and maintained on 
foreign Christian initiative. These 
great ‘‘Christian’’ universities while 
operated by missionaries during the 
past fifty years, have produced a 
great crop of graduates who are the 
leaders of Communism in China 
today. ‘‘Thus ends the phase of mis- 
sionary higher education in China 
which has lasted more than half a 
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century ; ironically, though perhaps 
inevitably, it has been ended by a 
regime in whose ranks many—per- 
haps even the majority—of its 
products are to be found.’’ 

Here is a tremendous illustration, 
acknowledged by a high secular au- 
thority, of the complete failure of 
higher education of pagans by 
liberal ‘‘Christians’’ who went 
abroad, not with the thought of 
saving the souls of Chinese through 
the preaching of the blood of the 
cross of Christ, but by education. 
By their fruits ye shall know them. 


CATHOLICISM FOR NEGROES 


A warning straw which shows 
the direction of a steadily increas- 
ing breeze is the story of Roman 
Catholic priest, Rhodes, and his 
work for Negroes in Paducah, Ky. 
Five years ago at the age of thirty- 
two, Rhodes started Rosary Paro- 
chial School in the middle of the 
Negro section. At the time there 
were only ten Negro Catholics in 
Paducah’s population of 32,828. 
Today there are eighty-five. Rosary 
School opened with thirty pupils, 
not one a Catholic. This year the 
school opened with a hundred and 
fifty students, of which forty are 
Catholics, most of whom were con- 
verted in the school. 

Southerners may smile at this 
movement, but I venture to make 
a prophecy. If the Lord tarries an- 
other generation, the Negroes will 
have advanced by the inevitability 
of the gradual to a position in 
political liberty where they will cast 
the bloc of votes that will swing 
elections. That bloc will go increas- 
ingly to Catholic candidates. 

Protestant leaders must under- 
stand the nature of the problem and 
grapple with it. The Negroes will 
move to schools and churches where 





there is mixed attendance, and they 
will become Catholics, or anything 
else that grants them a step in their 
advance. 


STUTTGART CONFERENCE 


The Rev. D. Hartwell writes, in 
the Church of England Newspaper, 
on the Deutsche Evangelische 
’Kirchentag held at Stuttgart from 
27th-31st August. This was the 
fourth great Christian Conference 
to be held in Germany this summer, 
yet notwithstanding this, and despite 
the refusal by the Government of 
the German Democratic Republic to 
issue exit permits to 20,000 visitors 
from the Eastern Zone, the Stutt- 
gart Conference was’ attended by 
large numbers, and reflected ‘‘the 
profound spiritual and religious 
change that is beginning to take 
place in the temper and life of the 
Protestant Churehes in Germany.’’ 

About 70,000 people attended the 
opening Service in the Courtyard of 
the Royal Castle, and many more 
came into Stuttgart during the fol- 
lowing days. German Evangelical 
Youth played a large part in the 
proceedings, and about 40,000 Ger- 
man boys and girls listened to ad- 
dresses by Christian leaders of many 
countries. A real hunger for the 
message of the Bible was every- 
where evident: and the largest 
crowds were to be found at divine 
services and Bible study groups, 
rather than at the various cultural 
lectures and activities. 


SIN AND THE CHURCH 


In an address to the Wakefield 
Diocesan Conference, the Arch- 
bishop of York recently uttered a 
timely warning on some of the great 
modern evils which need to be kept 
before the public. He said that the 
church must be careful lest through 
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blindness and timidity it remained 
silent over.the sins of modern times. 
The break-up of family life through 
divorce, the widespread dishonesty 
which affected all classes of the com- 
munity, the callousness of the 
ghastly loss of life on the roads, and 
the gradual depreciation of the 
value of individuals through the 
demands of the State and of big 
business were some of the dangers 
and evils against which the church 
should be warning the nation, mak- 
ing its protest and seeking a remedy. 


Tv IN ENGLAND 


An English friend, writing to us 
concerning the remarks which the 
Archbishop of Canterbury had made 
in America concerning the bad 
effects of TV, speaks of the necessity 
of reaching the vast TV audience 
while that medium is still a curi- 
osity to the viewers. The following 
curious fact is mentioned: ‘‘It is a 
fact that, in this country (Britain), 
TV has so far made a special appeal 
to that section of the community 
which is least well educated. Among 
many of these people the possession 
of a TV set is regarded almost as a 
sign of social: standing, and stories 
have often been told of people 
erecting TV aerials on top of their 
houses, who have not got sets at all, 
simply to gain. prestige in their 
neighbor’s eyes. Those who have got 
sets have been bewitched by them. 
They spend evening after evening 
gazing at them, with no thought of 
selecting programs. No matter what 
is on they watch faithfully to the 
end.”’ 


“WITHOUT FAITH .. .” 


Professor R. J. Pumphrey of 
Liverpool University, has published 
his inaugural lecture on ‘‘The 
Origin of Language.’’ In this vol- 
ume Professor Pumphrey speaks of 
the new trend of science away from 
its attitude of pontification, and to 
its more humble role as assessor of 
facts, and to a new preoccupation 
with man’s place in the universe 
of which he is a part. As an illustra- 
tion of this the author cites the 
purpose to which the Ford Foun- 
dation is devoting its funds, ‘‘not 
to making a bigger telescope or a 
bigger cyclotron, or a rocket for 
Mars. . . but simply to the study of 
the Behaviour of Man.”’ 

The danger as Professor Pum- 
phrey points out, is not that man’s 
inventions are in themselves diffi- 
eult to control: it is rather that man 
will not be able to control them be- 
cause he is ignorant of the springs 
of his own actions and mistakes this 
ignorance for wisdom. Hence the 
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need for clearing the wilderness of 
ignorance and of erecting on the 
foundation of science a structure of 
permanent value, so that ‘‘with the 
appreciation of the truth that the 
proper study of mankind is man, 
there will be an end of the rather 
silly departmentalism which at 
present afflicts not only scientists, 
and a concentration of all branches 
of learning on an objective which 
will make a university worthy of its 
name instead of an association of 
unmitigated faculties as every uni- 
versity now is.’’ 

It is sad to know of men who 
wander in the wilderness because 
they will not come to accept the 
relatively simple facts of God and 
all that flows from His sovereignty. 
‘Without faith it is impossible to 
please Him. For whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that 
He exists and that He rewards those 
who seek Him’’ (Heb. 11:6). 


NEWS FROM EAST AFRICA 


It is reported that the present 
unrest in, East Africa is seriously 
affecting the’ work of the Africa 
Inland Mission, and both mission- 
aries and African Christians in 
troubled areas stand in need of 
special prayer. It is known that a 
number of loyal. Christians have 
been under pressure to. join the 
terrorist Mau Mau organization— 
and failure to comply seriously 
endangers these people. 


23 MILES HIGH 

The English Churchman and St. 
James’ Chronicle, says: ‘‘The world 
circulation of Scriptures during the 
past three years has’ been: 


1949...... 18,819,033 
1950...... 21,800,227 
ae 23,267,050 


Of the 23,267,050 in 1951, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
was responsible for 7,095,391 copies 
of which nearly one and a half 
million were complete Bibles, out of 
the world total of 2,643,495 Bibles. 
Speaking at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Society in May this 
year, the Rev. W. J. Platt, General 
Secretary of the Society, said: At 
the end of the war we set up a Re- 
search Department to find out the 
actual Seripture needs which had 
accumulated during those difficult 
years. The estimated need amounted 
to some 48 million copies of the 
Scriptures. Other Societies, inelud- 
ing our Colleagues, in the U. S. A., 
Holland, and Scotland, have en- 
deavoured with us to meet this ex- 
pressed need. We ourselves have 
actually circulated since the end of 
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1945 about 32 million Scriptures. 
Mr. Platt added: The London pro- 
duction was higher than ever be- 
fore—three times the average an- 
nual tonnage of pre-war days. It 
has been estimated that if the Bibles 
produced during 1951 alone were 
stacked one upon another they 
would reach a height of 23 miles— 
three times the height of Mount 
Everest.’’ 


ERITREAN BIBLE 


Mrs. Elsie Winquist, of the 
Swedish Evangelical Mission, has 
for the past 40 years been trans- 
lating and revising the Tigrinya 
Bible. With the help of the Rev. 
Micel Holm of the Swedish Mission, 
and educated Christian nationals, 
she has now completed the whole 
Bible and pages, printed from spe- 
cial type in Asmara, are being re- 
ceived at Bible House in London. 
Tigrinya is the official language in 
Eritrea, and Mrs. Winquist’s late 
husband, a Swedish medical mis- 
sionary, first reduced Tigrinya to 
writing and under’ his auspices the 
New Testament was published in 
1909. on if 
This is of special interest now that 
the United Nations has handed 
Eritrea back to Ethiopia and Haile 
Selassie has made his triumphal 
entry into the land. 


GOD’S WORD AND OURS 


The Rev. S. Maurice Watts, B.D., 
Moderator of the Free Church 
Federal Council, writing in The 
Christian World, urges a strong re- 
turn to Bible preaching and Bible 
study in the churches. ‘‘God’s 
Word,’’ he declares, ‘‘will work 
more wonders than our words.’’ In 
this connection, he relates the experi- 
ence of four Christian people living 
in a foreign land where thousands 
of British troops were stationed. 
Anxious to find a means of present- 
ing the Gospel to these men, the four 
Christians hired a room and invited 
the men to weekly discussions on 
religion. But at the end of three 
months no one had come to these 
meetings. The Christians therefore 
stopped trying to win others, but 
continued to meet every week to 
study the Bible among themselves. 
At the end of a month their room 
was full to overflowing. 


TALKING DOWN TO CHILDREN 


The following paragraph on edu- 
cation is taken from an essay on 
educational radio programs for 
children in Great Britain. The criti- 
cism, published in The Listener, in- 
cludes the following: ‘“I-hold that 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Balm of the Virgin 


HERE are a number of New Testament Psalms 

recorded in the Gospel of Luke which introduce 
us to the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is 
the ‘‘Gloria in Excelsis’’ of angels, as they sang 
the announcement of the Saviour’s birth to the shep- 
herds. There is the ‘‘ Nune Dimittis’’ of Simeon which 
he sings: as he beholds. the newborn babe as He is 
brought to the Temple. And there is the ‘‘ Magnificat’’ 
of Mary, mother of the child, adorer of the Son who 
sings her simple hymn of adoration. 

As we turn to the first chapter of Luke, the forty- 
sixth verse, we discover this psalm of Mary, one of 
the great literary gems of all time. We do ‘well,. as 
Protestants, to observe the song of Mary for in her 
paean of joy there is great blessing. In this song we 
have the joy of Mary revealed, we have the testimony 
of Mary given, and we have the remembrance of 
Mary told. 

What was the secret of the Virgin’s joy? Was it 
that she was to be the one through whom the Messiah 
was to come? No. Was it that she was highly favored 
among women? No. What then could be the secret of 





SoS 
THE mle SG te 
soul doth magnify the Lond, 
And my spirit halh ve- 
foiced in God my Saviour, 
SET 


DECEMBER 1952 


By RALPH L. KEIPER 


her praise? As though hearing our question, she 
replies: ‘‘My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Saviour. For He hath 
regarded the low estate of His handmaiden: for, 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed’’ (46-48). In these opening lines three things 
are said to contribute to the joy of Mary; she mag- 
nifies the Lord, she rejoices in her Saviour, she has 
experienced the benediction of His grace. Mary knew 
her true position. She does not believe herself to be 
‘‘the mother of God.’’ That concept she leaves to the 
theologians. She does not anticipate being ‘‘Queen 
of Heaven’’; that she leaves to the traditionalists. 
She only desires to be the bondslave of her Lord. 
Hear her say, ‘‘My soul does make great the Lord.’’ 
Not for an hour, nor for a day, not even for a sea- 
son only—the season of His birth—would she make 
Him great, but forever. In every act, in every 
thought, by every word, she would make Him pre- 
eminent. This she did. It is natural for mothers to 
make much over their babies, and there can be no 
doubt that the Baby Jesus was Mary’s pride and 
joy. But the point which Luke observes is that it was 
not the baby but the Lord from Heaven whom the 
virgin mother adored. To Him she gave the pre- 
eminence, to Him she gave the obedience, to Him she 
gave the worship. 

We come to the second step in Mary’s praise: ‘‘ For 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Saviour,’’ she 
sings. A study of these words shows us that before 
she recognized Jesus as her Lord she knew Him as 
her Saviour. A close reading of the verbs ‘‘hath re- 
joiced’’ and ‘‘does magnify,’’ will show that the 
‘‘magnifying’’ is the result of the ‘‘rejoicing.’’ Mary 
did not claim for herself a sinlessness, not possessed 
by other women. She took her place with them. She 
too needs a Saviour. And in this Gift from Heaven, 
in her heart of hearts she recognizes that the Babe 
of Bethlehem has come God Incarnate, her Saviour, 
even Him who is to be the Saviour of the world. 

We pause here to learn Mary’s lesson. We never 
ean make the Lord great until we know Him as our 
Saviour. We must take the place of the sinner who 
needs a Saviour if we are to appreciate who He really 
is. Nothing of what we are, nothing of what we can 
do can contribute to our righteousness before God. 

(Continued on page 44) 
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EDITORIALS 


The Helmet of Salvation 


Separation of Church and State 


SPECIALIZATION 


There is an old joke which defines 
a specialist as someone who knows 
more and more about less and less 
until he knows everything about 
nothing. There is a great danger in 
over-specialization in any field, and 
there are signs that educators are 
beginning to be aware of the danger 
and are seeking to overcome it. 
Cambridge University has recently 
published a work by Professor 
Erwin Schrodinger, Science and 
Humanism, which has some interest- 
ing thoughts on the subject. Recall- 
ing Ortega y Gasset’s picture of the 
specialized scientist ‘‘as the typical 
representative of the brute ignorant 
rabble—the hombre masa—who en- 
danger the survival of true civi- 
lization,’’ he offers reassurances. 
‘‘Awareness that specialization is 
not a virtue but an unavoidable 
evil,’’ says Professor Schrodinger, 
‘is gaining ground, the awareness 
that all specialized research has real 
value only in the context of the 
integrated totality of knowledge.’’ 

The Commission for University 
Reform in Germany recommended 
that each lecturer in a_ technical 
university should possess the ability 
to see the limits of his subject mat- 
ter, should make his students aware 
of these limits, and should show 
them that beyond these limits forces 
come into play which are no longer 
entirely rational, but arise out of 
life and human society itself; fur- 
thermore, the lecturer should show 
in every subject the way that leads 
beyond its own narrow confines to 
broader horizons of its own. Why, 
asks the Professor, should these 
demands be restricted to the teach- 
ers at technical universities in Ger- 
many? ‘‘T believe,’’ he says, ‘‘they 
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The Word Made Flesh 
Teach Somebody 


apply to any teacher at any univer- 
sity, nay, at any school in the 
world.”’ 

The problem is going to exist as 
long as men will not learn to look 
at their fields of knowledge through 
the Word of God. We are not sug- 
gesting a return to the obscurantism 
of the Middle Ages. We are declar- 
ing that the coordinating factor in 
all fields of knowledge is a clear 
recognition of the Lord God as 
Creator and Sustainer of His uni- 
verse, and that He has revealed 
Himself in the Lord Jesus Christ 
in order to save men from the con- 
sequences of their sinful rebellion 
against Him. 

When the Holy Spirit describes 
the equipment of the believer for 
facing the attacks of the enemy of 
souls, He includes, in addition to 
the girdle of truth, the breastplate 
of righteousness, the sandals of the 
equipment of the Gospel of peace, 
and the shield of faith, the very im- 
portant item of the helmet of sal- 
vation. The helmet is that which 
protects the head. Without salvation 
the head is incapable of function- 
ing as the Lord intended. In fact, 
the head and its brain is somewhat 
like the inner tube and tire of an 
automobile. If the tube alone is 
filled with air, it will not be long 
before the pressure from within will 
cause a bulge and ultimately the 
tube will burst at its weakest point. 
But when the hard rubber outer 
casing is placed around the tube it is 
possible to inflate it with sufficient 
pressure to support the tremendous 
shocks of a fast-moving truck on a 
bumpy road. 

Inflate a head with specialized 
education without the helmet of 
salvation and you are faced with 





the prospeet of a blowout. Let the 
mind be protected by the outer 
easing of spiritual knowledge that 
is inherent in our faith in Christ, 
and it will bow in humility and seek 
its growth and expansion in ever 
wider fields, and in a way that can 
never suffer from over-pressure at 
weak points. 


TWO-WAY STREET 


We have constantly set forth the 
principle of separation of church 
and state. That separation must be 
a two-way street. Two items in the 
press in recent days show the neces- 
sity for such a policy. At Sterling, 
Colorado, Judge George C. Twombly 
has ordered the state and Logan 
county to cut off public funds from 
St. Peter’s school in Fleming on 
the ground that ‘‘there is no sepa- 
ration of chureh and state’’ in the 
school. The school was in a building 
owned by the Roman Catholic 
Chureh and the teachers were nuns 
wearing the garb of their order. 


Many Protestants will cheer such 
a decision. But what about the fol- 
lowing? Five hundred citizens in a 
suburb of Waco, Texas, have signed 
a protest claiming that the local 
school is being run like a Baptist 
“*parochial institution.’’ The parents 
said teachers and students were 
forced to attend Baptist sessions in 
the school and the Chairman of the 
board admitted some of the charges. 


Separation of church and state 
must be complete. We cannot get 
the full benefit of our criticism of 
the Franco regime in Spain if we 
are condoning a similar Protestant 
regime in Sweden. We cannot act 
fairly against Roman Catholic domi- 
nation of a school system if we are 
not just as ready to attack Protes- 
tant domination in turn. 


Now we 4re not saying that the 
school buildings should not be used 
for religious purposes. We believe 
that they should be. The system of 
Bible teaching in the schools of 
Chattanooga, a system that has been 
adopted in scores of schools in the 
South, is a good system, and we 
believe that it does not violate the 
constitutional guarantees of freedom 
of religion. As long as the rostrum 
is open to voices on different sides 
of a subject we are perfectly safe. 
As long as there is no pressure on 
any group, or even on individuals, 
to hear something that they do not 
want to hear, we are safe. 

It is perhaps true that the meas- 
ure of our desire for any freedom 
is our willingness to grant that same 
freedom to others. 


ETERNITY 


THE TENT 


With the passing days I find my 
dislike for any pictorial represen- 
tation of our Lord Jesus growing 
more and more. Especially do I 
abominate the pictures which show 
Him, long-faced and long-bearded, 
with a faraway look in his eyes. 

It is too bad that we have become 
accustomed to thinking of the Lord 
as dressed in a long robe. In His 
day all men were so dressed, so 
that there was no difference in His 
dress from that of any other man. 
If we would truly think of Jesus as 
He was when He was on earth, 
imagine Him in a Sears-Roebuck 
suit and a five-dollar hat, walking 
through Times Square, not even at- 
tracting a second glance from any 
human being. No one; yes, no one 
would ever have given Jesus Christ 
a second glance if God had not sent 
John the Baptist to announce Him. 
‘“There standeth One among you 
whom ye know not’’ (John 1:26), 
was the message of the forerunner, 
while the Holy Spirit tells us, ‘‘He 
was in the werld, and the world was 
made by Him, and the world knew 
Him not’’ (John 1:10). It was only 
when He was proclaimed and began 
to perform wonders that the crowd 
came after Him, and they did not 
follow Him for anything in Himself, 
but only because of the food that He 
gave them to eat (John 6:26). 

If anyone was hurt at my descrip- 
tion of the Lord as an unknown, 
common man, let him read the Word 
of God which tells us that ‘‘He hath 
no form nor comeliness, and there is 
no beauty that we should desire 
Him”’ (Isa. 53:2). 

It had to be thus. If the Lord had 
come in a form that was worthy of 
Him, every eye that looked. upon 
Him would have been seared blind 
in its socket. Every nerve that 
touched Him would have _ withered 
and died in a moment. It could not 
be otherwise. He was God. 

When God was going to give the 
specifications for a tabernacle in 
which His worship should be pur- 
sued, He chose a_ prefabricated 
house with a few dozen boards that 
could be taken apart and carried 
through the desert and set up again 
where the Spirit led through the 
cloud and the fire. A few badger 
skins, dyed red, were flung over 
these boards, and a curtain was 
hung before the door and another 
one before the holy place. It had to 
be thus. If God had put a temple 


on this earth which was worthy to- 
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GIVE ETERNITY 


At this time of the year we remind our readers that ETERNITY 


makes a truly Christian Christmas present. We need not take a great 


deal of editorial space to tell you why because we have told the story 


in detail inside the front cover; please turn and read that story now 


if you haven't already done so. 


We would like to re-emphasize here two points: 1) This is the 


ideal time to give a subscription of ETERNITY to the friends you 


believe should be reading it regularly, particularly missionaries, 


pastors, Sunday School teachers, and others in Christian work. 2) Every 


subscription you give helps us to continue this publication to the honor 


and glory of the Lord. This is especially true when you give ETERNITY 


as a gift to someone who may not have received it before. 





honor Him, it would have been a 
weight on this globe that would have 
outpulled gravity, and the sphere 
would have gone wobbling through 
the universe. So God was content 
with the tabernacle, and when the 
Lord came He was content to occupy 
a body that was ordinary even by 
human standards. Thus we know 
that He can understand our needs 
and sympathize with our littleness. 

The Word was made flesh and 
tented among us—for thus the Greek 
reads (John 1:14). And this is the 
glory of the Incarnation. 


YOU OUGHT TO BE TEACHERS 


The phrase is from the fifth chap- 
ter of Hebrews. Every believer 
should be a teacher. It is difficult to 
think of a true believer, living in 
the center of the Lord’s will who is 
not seeking to teach somebody, even 
if only the abe’s of the Gospel. If 
you are not a teacher, but are 
among those who need to be taught 
again what are the first principles 
of the Gospel, then it is plainly 
stated that you are a babe in Christ, 
and it is clearly indicated that you 
ovght to grow up. 

It is, of course, most important 
that every pastor should be a 
teacher. It is true that the place 
where people are the most suscep- 
tible of being taught is in the pews 
of their church on Sunday morn- 
ing. How unfortunate that the mag- 
nificent opportunity is missed simply 
because the minister has failed to 
take advantage of it. In some cases 
the failure is due to a man’s having 
been advanced too soon into the 


Little sins throw long shadows 


pulpit without having learned his 
trade. This is so often the case of 
a man who has gone to a theological 
seminary without having had the 
equivalent of a year or two in a 
Bible Institute. In other cases it is 
due to the great pressure of parish 
work which permits a man to have 
his time stolen by his congregation 
to their own great loss. 

It is true, most certainly, that 
preaching does not take anywhere 
near the time of Bible teaching. To 
teach a passage properly really de- 
mands a saturation process in the 
Word of God. This is time-consum- 
ing but eternally satisfying. 

In his autobiography The Educa- 
tion of Henry Adams, the New 
England leader wrote the following: 
‘‘A teacher affects eternity; he can 
never tell where his influence 
stops.’’ There is a limited sense in 
which that may be true, even of a 
teacher of algebra or history. But 
as applied to one who is a teacher 
of eternal things, portioning this 
rich meat to eternal souls, the value 
of the work can certainly be meas- 
ured in nothing but eternity though 
its contours may be glimpsed even 
now in this lifetime. 

You ought to be teachers. Take 
that divine statement as a divine 
order and proceed to get yourself 
a class. It may be that you will do 
no more than write eternal truth 
on the hearts of two or three chil- 
dren, or upon the heart of one of 
the world’s stupids, but you will 
have done a divine work, and He 
will say ‘‘ Well done’’ at the end. 
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ig Saloaton_ 


The familiar words of the Nunc 
dimitiis are found in the second 
chapter of Luke’s Gospel and were 
spoken by Simeon, a man who was 
just and devout with the Holy Spirit 
upon him. This man had had a won- 
derful experience in that the Holy 
Spirit had revealed to him ‘‘that he 
should not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ.’’ What might 
have occurred to him as to the nature 
of the Christ he was to see, as to what 
He would be like, or when he would 
see Him and where has not been 
recorded. Yet it must have intrigued 
Simeon’s mind from the day that he 
knew that this was to be his experi- 
ence. Each day he may have won- 
dered if he were to see Him that day. 
Such an event would have made that 
day most important to him. Not only 
would he then see the Lord’s Christ, 
but also he would know that after 
that day the course of his life might 
come to an end at any time. 

He saw Him in the temple when a 
child was brought in by His parents, 
Mary, His mother and Joseph, His 
foster father, to present Him to the 
Lord and to make an offering, a pair 
of turtle doves, or two young pigeons. 
According to the world’s standards 
these were rather p'ain people. The 
nature of the offering that they were 
permitted to make on such an im- 
portant occasion, the presentation of 
the firstborn son unto the Lord, indi- 
cated that they were poor. They were 
not people who attract attention. 
They may even have come with some 
hesitancy into the great marble 
temple that Herod had erected. Yet 
Simeon, having come into the temple 
by the Spirit, saw them and knew 
immediately who the Child was. He 
went to them at once and took the 
Child into his arms. It was a dra- 
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matic episode for the Child’s won- 
dering parents, but it was a time of 
exaltation for Simeon. Then it was 
that he blessed God and said, 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, according’ to Thy 
word; for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. 

Out of this familiar song of the 
Nunc dimittis there are two words 
that are intriguing. They are, ‘‘Thy 
Salvation.’’ We will consider them 
with three points in view. 

Thy Salvation, which Thou hast 
Prepared. 

Thy Salvation, which Thou hast 
Perfected. 

Thy Salvation, which Thou hast 
Presented. 

When Simeon spake these words, 
‘“Thy salvation which Thou hast 
prepared,’’ which he had just seen, 
he was not referring to a system of 
laws, however righteous, or to a code 
of ethics or morals, however high, or 
to spiritual teachings, however up- 
lifting. The Almighty God had not 
prepared a salvation in these abstract 
things, but rather in a person, a 
definite and identifiable person. 
Simeon was to see the Lord’s’ Christ 
and when he saw Him he proclaimed 
Him as the Lord’s prepared salva- 
tion. It seems clear that God had 
been preparing that salvation for a 
long time. 

The first mention of it was made 
when it was first needed. Salvation 
was not needed until there was that 
from which there must be a salvation, 
a deliverance. It became needed, 
sorely needed, when sin and its dire 
consequences came upon the race. By 
one man sin entered into the world 
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and death by sin. Then it was that 
man needed saving. 
When God pronounced a curse 


upon the serpent, He said in part, 


‘** And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed ; he shall bruise thy 
head and thou shalt bruise his heel.’’ 
This, it seems, is the promise of salva- 
tion through the seed of the woman, 
a.man, who should crush the ser- 
pent’s head and who should Himself 
suffer at the serpent’s hand through 
the bruising of His heel. Being 
promised, salvation had to be pre- 
pared. 

The race began its course in this 
dim antiquity and knew the differ- 
ence between good and evil and had 
the power to choose the one or the 
other. In the sixth chapter of Gene- 
sis is a summary of the results of 
man’s voluntary choice which is 
written in the fifth verse, ‘‘ And God 
saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.’’ 
Since every thought was evil, God 
made a new beginning. Because of 
the spiritual condition of the race, 
God wiped it out and began again. 
The flood came and destroyed them 
all, said the Lord Jesus in referring 
to those people and to that time. 

Now Noah, having found grace in 
the eyes of God, lived with his family 
through the judgment that came 
upon the earth. He had three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth and of 
them the whole earth was overspread. 
This is a simple way of saying that 
the human race came from three 
branches. And Noah spoke a proph- 
ecy concerning his sons. The children 
of Ham, he said, were to be servants. 
The Lord God of Shem was to be 
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blessed, and Japheth would be en- 
larged but he would have to go to 
the tabernacles of Shem for a dwell- 
ing. 

This latter surely did not mean 
that the children of Japheth would 
have to find shelter in Shem’s tents, 
or houses. They have been successful 
in building their own. It would indi- 
eate, rather, that Japheth’s children 
in seeking God would have to come 
to Shem’s tabernacle to find the Lord 
God revealed. They would not find 
Him in their own, however mag- 
nificent and elaborate they might be. 
The history of the world’s religions 
confirms this. This history is a record 
of the Gentile’s failure to find God. 
Clearly then the Lord God intended 
to be closely related to the children 
of Shem and through them in some 
special way He would develop His 
work among men. Now of the chil- 
dren of Shem are the Semitic peoples 
or races. 

In the course of time, and in ac- 
cord with the time He had deter- 
mined, God appeared to a Semite 
near Ur of Chaldea, a man whose 
name was Abram. He said unto 
him, ‘‘Get thee out of thy coun- 
try, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto a land that 
I will shew thee, and I will make of 
thee a great nation—and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be 
blessed.’’ Here is the promise of thé 
development of a nation ,through 
whose head shall come; a. blessing 
upon all the families. of..the..earth. 

This assurance, or promise, was re- 
peated in the donation of a land that 
was to be the dwelling place of the 
nation that should come from Abram. 
All the land which thou seeth, the 
Lord had said, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed forever. And I will 
make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth—in number. 

Such a promise and covenant was 
confirmed to Isaac, the son of Abra- 
ham and Sarah; and not to Ishmael, 
who was Abraham’s first son, but by 
Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid. It was 
told Abraham that in Isaae shalt thy 
seed be called. 

And again this promise and cove- 
nant was confirmed to Jacob rather 
than to Esau who despised his birth- 
right, for Jacob was chosen before he 
and Esau were born. And Jacob had 
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twelve sons. Later his name was 
changed to Israel, meaning, ‘‘ Prince 
with God.’’ Then it was that the na- 
tion Israel, or the nation of the 
Israelites, which came from Abra- 
ham the Hebrew, was ready to be- 
come a reality. 

Out of the twelve tribes, or divi- 
sions of the nation that was to be, 
God selected one. Passing over the 
firstborn He chose Judah, the fourth 
son, a son of Leah the unwanted wife. 
Concerning him He said, through the 
blessings that Jacob, or Israel, left 
for his sons, the sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah—until Shiloh 





Rune dimittis 


Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy 
word: For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; A light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 


of thy people Israel. 


Luke 2:29-32 





come. The sceptre, or the throne be- 
longing to the ruling house shall be 
of Judah. And Shiloh means, 
‘‘Bringer of peace,’’ or ‘‘He who 
brings peace.’’ So a tribe or divison 
of’ the nation was. selected ‘in the 
pteparation of God’s salvation and 
it. was known as Judah. 

Of this tribe, or division, was se- 
lected a house, or a family. David, 
whom God called from the sheep- 
cotes and made ruler over Israel, 
was the recipient of a covenant that 
God voluntarily made when He said 
to him, as written in 2 Samuel 7, ‘‘I 
will set up thy seed after thee—I 
will establish the throne of his king- 
dom forever—thy throne shall be 
established forever.’’ The house of 
David was thus chosen in God’s 
preparation. Through that house was 
to come one who was to occupy the 
throne, and hence to rule and also to 
bring peace. 

To select an individual out of the 
house of David was another step and 
Isaiah indicated it in the sign that 
the Lord God gave to the same house 
of David through him, ‘‘Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name, Immanuel.’’ 


And in due course of time the 
angel Gabriel was sent from God to 
Nazareth to a virgin espoused to a 
man whose name was Joseph of the 
house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And after he had 
told her of the child she was to bear, 
Gabriel confirmed the covenant God 
had made with David when He said, 
‘And the Lord God will give unto 
him the throne of his father David; 
and he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end.’’ 

So when the full time had come 
God sent forth His Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to re- 
deem them that were under the law. 
And that child born of the woman 
Simeon knows to be the Lord’s 
Christ, and addressing God, refers to 
Him as ‘‘Thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all 
people.”’ 

The long preparation from the 
time it was promised, through the 
sons of Shem, or that branch of 
human kind that produced the Se- 
mitic races, and the Semites, the 
Hebrew nation, or the nation Israel. 
And of the Hebrews, or Israelites, 
the tribe of Judah. And of tribe, or 
division of that nation, the house of 
David, and of that house and lineage, 
the virgin Mary. And then the Child, 
the Child brought into the temple to 
be presented unto the Lord. So it 
was prepared before the face of all 
people. A long preparation involv- 
ing the history of the human race, 
but right before your eyes. 

The Salvation that the Lord had 
prepared had to be perfect, or per- 
fected. And perfected means, made 
perfect, perfect in the sense of com- 
pletion, with no weaknesses or flaws. 
Now Scripture declares the perfec- 
tions of the Person who accomplished 
that Salvation. 

When an Israelite brought a lamb 
for a sacrifice to the gate of the taber- 
nacle, and later to the temple in 
Jerusalem, he brought a_ perfect 
specimen. There could be no blemish 
in it. It could not be ailing, or de- 
formed. It must be without spot. It 
was to be offered unto God as a 
sacrifice, a sacrifice to bear the sins 
of the one who brought it. To ac- 
complish this, the Old Testament 

(Continued on page 48) 
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December 1 
JACOB WENT HIS WAY (32:1) 

Years before Jacob had been going in the 
other direction on the run. He had no 
friends with him, no relatives. He ran 
many miles the first day, looking over his 
shoulder all the way, in mortal fear of his 
brother Esau. The years had stilled his 
fears, and there were probably long mo- 
ments in which he forgot the past entirely. 
Now with two wives and two concubines, 
eleven sons, a large group of servants, and 
great flocks and herds, he is retracing his 
journey, walking toward the thing he had 
run away from. When the return had first 
been decided upon there was possibly a 
vague wisp of cloud across the sunny skies 
of his mind. Then after the final separation, 
and the nearer approach to hom, the clouds 
began to bank, dark and lowering. Now he 
sees the hills of home in the far distance, 
and there is thunder in his memory. It is 
time for God to intervene. 

LORD, MAY WE WELCOME CLOUDS THAT 
FORCE THY PRESENCE. 

December 2 
THE ANGELS OF GOD MET HIM (32:1) 

Esau . .. Esau . . . He was now think- 
ing of his brother every hour on the hour. 
Because of the nature of Jacob’s character 
it was necessary for the Lord to intervene. 
He who always will supply all of the 
need of His people, now supplies angels to 
minister unto Jacob. His far fears were 
growing nearer, but suddenly there was the 
light of angels. Their wings swept away 
the noise of Esau’s name that had been 
sounding in his ears, and the messengers of 
God were there, manifesting the presence 
of God. We should not run away from the 
idea of angels hovering round. They are 
here, blessedly here. “Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 
(Heb. 1:14). And are we not the heirs of 
salvation? Blessed assurance. Jesus is 


mine; O what a foretaste of glory divine. 


Heirs of salvation. .. . 

LORD, GIVE THINE ANGELS CHARGE OVER US. 
December 3 

THIS IS GOD’S HOST (32:2) 

The Lord never does things by halves. 
One angel might have recalled to Jacob that 
He was under God’s protection, but God 
had begun with him at Bethel, showing him 
the ladder which reached from earth to 
Heaven, with angels of God ascending and 
descending (28:12). Now the angels come, 
and they are an host, an army. Esau... 


20 Stop serving the Lord in your poor way and start serving Him in His rich way 


Esau ... the name was sounding more 
often now, and Jacob needed an army. Lo! 
here it was. Never in all the history of 
God’s dealings with His people has He 
come to any of us with a power less than 
our need. His provision is always a boun- 
tiful one, and He not only is able, but He 
does exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think. He does not satisfy any 
curiosity that might arise concerning the 
host, but they are there! They are here! 
They are here to remind us that we are 
God’s and that He is for us so that none 
can be against us (Rom. 8:31). 

LORD, SEND THINE HOST TO TURN OUR 


THOUGHTS TO THEE. 
December 4 


MAHANAIM (32:2) 

This word means “Two hosts” or “Two 
camps.” Jacob looked out over the fields 
and saw his own host, the tents of his fam- 
ily, the tents of his servants, the flocks and 
the herds; and Jacob looked up and saw 
the Host of God, hovering over him as 
though in another camp. David would one 
day put it into a Psalm, “The angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
Him, and delivereth them” (Psa. 34:7). 
Jacob was quick to see the new camp above 
his own. His sense of spiritual perception 
had not dimmed from that early day when 
he had first seen the angels and said, “This 
is none other but the house of God; and 
this is the gate of Heaven” (Gen. 28:17). 
“Two camps.” One camp was the little one 
of his own down here, with the helpless 
women and children and his own frightened 
and defenseless self ; and the other was the 
great one up there, or rather in shadowy 
but most real spiritual presence around 
about him, as a bodyguard making an im- 
pregnable wall between him and every foe.” 
LORD, CAMP THOU ABOUT US. 

December 5 
JACOB SENT MESSENGERS BEFORE HIM TO 
ESAU (32:3) 

Esau... Esau... The name is now 
beating in his mind every few minutes. He 
will busy himself with one thing and an- 
other, but the name is there. Even the com- 
ing of the camp of the angels fails to still 
his fears. Like pain stabbing through an 
anaesthetic, the name comes prodding him. 
Esau . .. Esau . . . Something must be 
done about it. Oh! how many Christians 
become hot and bothered about things, and 
work themselves to a froth seeking to do 
something about them, instead of commit- 
ting them to the Lord and waiting in 


silence before Him. Jacob is fighting the 
fantasy of his own fears, and they are all 
groundless, and have been from the day 
that God brought him to Bethel and gave 
His covenant promise. But the memory of 
Bethel does not stop his worrying and the 
presence of angels does not stop his worry- 
ing. It will take much more than all this. 
LORD, BRING US THROUGH TO PERFECT 
PEACE. 

December 6. 
MY LORD ESAU (32:4) 

Wait a minute, Jacob. Did you not pur- 
chase the birthright from Esau? Then 
should he not call you lord instead of your 
calling him lord? Did you not go in to 
your father with fur on your hands and 
neck, barnyard smells on your clothes, and 
a spiced-up stew in your hands in order to. 
get the birthright blessing? Then what are 
you doing here sniveling like a coward and 
telling your messengers to call Esau your 
lord? If we look closely at the whole story 
we will learn the profound lesson that we 
cannot take blessings for ourselves, and 
that if we reach for them we will not get 
them, but only a handful of misery. After 
all he had done for the birthright Jacob 
did not yet possess the land, or the bless- 
ings, or the position that accompanied it by 
right. It will take a final work of God be- 
fore Jacob will get all that had been prom- 
ised before birth and which he could have 
had freely and without trouble if he had 
waited on the Lord. 

LORD, MAY WE DO THINGS THY WAY. 
December 7 
THY SERVANT JACOB (32:5) 

Shakespeare described it: “Conscience 
makes cowards of us all.” The name of 
Esau was in the heart of Jacob like the 
clapper of a bell, and his agitated heart 
kept the name clanging until his faith took 
flight, his fears became his master, and he 
reduced himself to slavery. “Thy servant 
Jacob,” forsooth. Thus ancient sin that 
should have been long since buried and 
forgotten was now there to claim its wages. 
It is the same today in the life of a believer. 
Sin that has not been dealt with can destroy 
fellowship and reduce us to a place of de- 
feat. Before God everything must be con- 
fessed and forsaken. Before men every 
wrong that can be righted must be quietly 
and privately put right with the individual 
who has been hurt, and this in a way that 
will not bring ill to any other. 

LORD, MAY WE GO TO THE DEPTHS OF 
THINGS WITH THEE. 
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December 8 
1 HAVE SENT TO TELL MY LORD (32:5) 

We should see the contrast between the 
angel messengers of God to Jacob and the 
servant messengers to Esau. There is surely 
a connection, and it is very sad that Jacob 
missed the point. Living in the presence of 
God should have furnished him a high dig- 
nity which would have banished the grovel- 
ing attitude which he takes all through this 
scene. The actions of Jacob are totally 
unworthy of one who has been so highly 
honored of God, and so graciously blessed 
of Him. If Christians always recognized 
this, there would be a very great witness 
go forth to the way in which the power of 
‘God alters men’s lives. The man who has 
spent time with God should never be afraid 
of his. boss. The woman who has spent 
time with God should never be afraid of 
the boss’s wife. The soldier who is in the 
will of God should be able to salute his 
general with precision, and look him in the 
eye with calm, and carry out his orders 
with dignity. 

LORD, MAY WE EVER REMEMBER THAT WE 
ARE DESTINED FOR THE THRONE. 

December 9 
HE COMETH TO MEET THEE, AND FOUR HUN- 
DRED MEN WITH HIM (32:6) 

Esau ... Esau... The name is now in 
his blood, beating like his pulse, making 
him hot with the fever of his fear. For- 
gotten Bethel. Forgotten the ladder to 
Heaven. Forgotten the host of angels. All 
that Jacob can see is the extent of his own 
resources and the strength of his own be- 
ing. Will we never learn! It would have 
been bad if our Lord had said, “Without 
Me ye cannot do much.” But Christ told 
no such lie; His was the truth and He had 
to say, “Without Me ye can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). Four hundred men... I 
must do something about it. And surely 
they must be armed. And I must do some- 
thing about it. Esau is coming to meet me. 
Surely the Lord expects me to act on my 
common sense and get ready for this crisis. 
I must act. I must do something. I must 
form a plan. After all, it is Esau who is 
‘coming, and he has four hundred men with 
him... 

LORD, FORCE US TO THE END OF OUR FOLLY. 

December 10 
THEN JACOB WAS GREATLY AFRAID AND 
DISTRESSED (32:7) 

How can one who has so much from God 
play such a mean part? Esau... Esau... 
You who read this have some name for 
your fears. Stop right now and come to 
the end of your attempt to rationalize your 
fears. Ask God to turn you inside out and 
bring you to the end of what you have 
excused as an inferiority complex. As 
though a child of God, destined to sit upon 
the throne of God, and to be like the Son 
of God, should be filled with anguish at the 
memory of some sin that has been thrust 
‘cut of sight and which is now clamoring 
for recognition. What a shameful thing it 
is for any believer to doubt the promises 
of God. The Lord has even said that any- 
one who has trusted Christ and who never- 
theless believes that it is possible for him 
to fall away and be lost makes God a liar 
(1 John 5:10). And if we analyze it the 
reason why God says “whatsoever is not of 
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faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23) is because any 
worry is a lack of trust, and a lack of trust 
is a denial of the love and power of God. 
LORD, MAY WE REST IN THY FEAR-BANISHING 
LOVE. 

December 11 
TWO BANDS (32:7) 

The tremendous force of this passage is 
hidden in our translation. At the beginning 
of this scene the angels of God had come 
down and Jacob had seen his little camp 
below and their great camp above and had 
called the place Manhanaim—“two camps.” 
The same Hebrew word is found here 
translated “two bands,” and in the next 
verse as one “company” and the other 
“company.” If we neglect to understand 
our own littleness and the overshadowing 
power and preponderance of God, we are 
reduced to the separating process which 
divides our forces in two, and then splinters 
them still further. In verse two Jacob had 
two camps: his little one and God’s great 
one. Here in verse seven Jacob has two 
camps: but having turned his eyes from 
the Lord to himself, he has nothing more 
than his one little camp divided into two. 
It will always be thus if we trust our own 
resources. 

LORD, OVERWHELM US, LEST WE LOOK AWAY 
FROM THEE. 

December 12 
THE OTHER SHALL ESCAPE (32:8) 

When we act without God we are always 
in the midst of human expedients which, at 
the best are terrible defeats. This division 
of forces shows clearly that Jacob recog- 
nized his weakness opposite Esau but that 
he refused to recognize his weakness oppo- 
site God. When we bring a human, Adamic 
effort, plan, or stratagem to God, He can- 
not touch it because it is the denial of 
everything that He is and everything that 
He is attempting to teach us. His strength 
is not made perfect in our strength, but in 
our weakness. He will never take anything 
of ours that looks like something, and use 
it for Himself. He may take a rod from 
the hand of Moses or five loaves and two 
fishes from the hands of a lad, but their 
very nature only serves to magnify His 
omnipotence. As long as we think we can 
divide our nothingness and escape with half 
of it if the worst comes to the worst, we 
are destitute. 

LORD, KEEP US IN THE PLACE OF THE WEAK- 
NESS THAT PERFECTS THY STRENGTH. 

December 13 
AND JACOB SAID, O GOD (32:9) 

This is the first recorded prayer of Jacob. 
There has been a lot of religious talk from 
his mouth, but no prayer. He saw wonder- 
ful visions of angels, but there is no record 
that he talked to God. He talked about the 
things he saw, but he did not talk to God. 
He made a vow that he would serve God 
provided he got everything he wanted 
(28:20), but it was not addressed to God. 
He raised a pillar, gave localities spiritual 
names, but he was not in fellowship with 
God. He was the object of immeasurable 
grace, but he had never been brought, until 
here, to the place where he had to turn 
directly to God. This should bring us to an 
examination of our religious thinking and 
acting. Do we have Bible study without 
real prayer? It is possible. Do we teach 


without real prayer? It is possible. Do 

we recognize the mercies of God, mark, 
them with pillars and give names to them, 

without real communion with the God. of 

all these mercies? It is possible. 

LORD, DISSATISFY US WITH EVERYTHING BUT 

THINE OWN SELF. 

December 14 
© GOD OF MY FATHER... THE LORD... 
(32:9) 

Though this is Jacob’s first recorded 
prayer it is a good one. It begins by ac- 
knowledging both Elohim and Jehovah. 
These are, of course, two names for won- 
derfully different aspects of God, and they 
are important in their distinctions. This is 
not a portion of two manuscripts pasted 
together by a later redactor, making up a 
lasting narrative from earlier manuscripts 
of people who knew one or another name 
for God. This is a portion of the Word 
which recognizes both the creative and the 
redemptive names of God, and calls upon 
Him in His two qualities to act on the part 
of His child. As the Elohim of Abraham 
and Isaac He was the God of the covenant 
promises and as Jehovah He was the Re- 
deemer who would righteously deliver His 
people. When we can approach our Lord 
with this full recognition of His covenant 
and His redemption, we are sure to have 
the answers to our prayers. 

LORD, TEACH US TO KNOW THEE INTIMATELY. 

December 15 


THE LORD WHICH SAIDEST UNTO ME, RETURN 
(32:9) 

This should have been in the center of 
Jacob’s thinking from the beginning. If he 
had been in the mount of Gilead through 
his own wilful choice, then he would, in- 
deed, have had reason to be filled with 
fright and anguish at the thought of the 
approach of the brother whom he had so 
Grievously wronged. But Jacob was where 
he was because of the direct command of 
God. This should have been enough and 
more than enough to bring him to the place 
of peace. As long as we know that God 
has saved us, and that we have submitted 
to His will, and as long as we know that 
the Lord has been with us to bring us into 
our present circumstances, we may be sure 
that He is going to bring us out of them. 
The Lord has often brought His children 
into trouble, but He has never left them 
there at any time. It is when we enter the 
place of trial with Him that we can be 
quiet in the midst of the fire, knowing that 
when we come out we are going to know 
Him better and to love Him more. 

LORD, TAKE US THROUGH. 
December 16 
1 WILL DEAL WELL WITH THEE (32:9) 

This is a great promise, and it is to be 
regretted that Jacob spoke it with the tone 
of voice which the context sounds forth. 
This was not a triumphant clarion going 
before Jacob with banners flying to meet 
Esau. This was a trembling Jacob at last 
remembering the promise of God and 
grasping at it as a drowning man grasps at 
a straw. If Jacob had used the promise 
as a trumpet, he would have had victory 
with great joy. Because Jacob used the 
promise as the final appeal of desperation, 
he had victory with anguish. God does not 

(Continued on page 50 ) 
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


AND TAXES 


Tax-Exempt Foundations 


By WILLIAM P. 


N the March, 1952 and the July, 

1952 issues of ETERNITY, we dis- 
cussed the tax consequences of con- 
tributions for charitable purposes 
and some of the means of making 
such contributions. In this issue, it 
is our intention to discuss the place 
of tax-exempt foundations in Chris- 
tian stewardship. 

Much is being written today in 
the technical secular journals con- 
cerning tax-exempt foundations. In 
those journals, the emphasis is quite 
naturally placed on tax savings and 
individual advantages to the cor- 
porations and persons who create 
such foundations. The advantages 
of such foundations from a purely 
business point of view are of such 
weight that when they are added to 
what should be the compelling de- 
sire of every born-again Christian, 
ie., to preach the Gospel to every 
creature, it is imperative for the 
Christian public to understand how 
they work. 

Used in the sense in which we 
used it here, a foundation may be 
defined as a legal entity whose pur- 
pose is to support a charity. The 
word, ‘‘charity,’’ in its broadest 
sense includes religious, scientific, 
literary, educational, and public 
nonprofit organizations. Legally, a 
foundation might take the form of 
a trust, a corporation, or an un- 
incorporated association. 

Section 101 (6) of the Internal 
Revenue Code grants exemption 
from income tax to a foundation 
organized and operated exclusively 
for religious and other charitable 
purposes provided that no part of 
the net earnings inure to the benefit 
of any individuals and no substan- 
tie! part of its activities is attempt- 
ing to influence legislation. The 
Code also allows both corporations 
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and individuals a limited deduction 
for gifts and contributions to such 
a foundation. 

There are many corporations and 
businessmen who have problems 
which can best be met by a founda- 
tion. For example, in years of high 
profits, many businessmen would 
like to give more to charities than 
they ordinarily do. However, they 
would like to spread their contribu- 
tions evenly over years of both high 
and low profits. It is sometimes 
difficult to reduce contributions to 
secular charities once a precedent 
has been established. So, the execu- 
tive is faced with the necessity of 





"Sections 23(0) and 23(q). 


giving less than he can deduct for 
tax purposes even though it would 
be extremely advantageous, tax- 
wise, to make contributions up to 
the maximum amount deductible. 
If he has his own foundation, he 
may make contributions up to the 
maximum amount deductible with- 
out having to disburse the funds 
from the foundation. This permits 
him to level out his giving to worth- 
while causes and reduce his income 
taxes to a minimum at the same 
time. The International Harvester 
Foundation was established pri- 
marily to take care of this situation. 

In connection with this flexibility, 
it would be noted that many busi- 
nessmen cannot tell what their net 
profits will be until near the end of 
the year. Often, it is too late for 
them to decide on a method of dis- 
tribution of contributions in order 
to obtain the maximum tax deduc- 
tion. Having his own foundation 
permits the businessman to make the 
contributions and to decide how it is 
to be spent at his leisure. 

Some persons and corporations 
may wish to accumulate a given 
amount of capital for a major 
project. This is rendered extremely 

(Continued on page 52) 





Law 465, approved July 8, 1952). 


December 31. 


You have only until December 31, 1952, to make gifts that will be 
deductible on this year’s return if you file calendar year tax returns. 

The amount allowable as a deduction for contributions on individual 
income tax returns for taxable years beginning in 1952 has been increased 
from 15% to 20% of the taxpayer's adjusted gross income (Sec. 4 (a), Pub. 
Adjusted gross income, generally speaking, 
is gross taxable. income less the expenses incurred in earning it. 

Income taxes are the highest in history. You should review your personal 
income and gifts for Christian work for the current year to see if this greater 
tax benefit won’t enable you to make additional gifts from tax savings before 


Some examples follow of how this law affects the maximum allowable 
charitable-deductible contributions and the cost per dollar of such gifts: 





















































ADJUSTED GROSS TOP LIMIT ON COST PER DOLLAR 
INCOME DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF GIFTS 
$ 4,000 $ 800 77.8 cents 
6,000 so 1,200 75.4 
10,000 2,000 71. 
14,000 2,800 66. 
18,000 3,600 62. 
22,000 4,400 58. 
26,000 5,200 52. 
30,000 6,000 47. 
34,000 6,800 44. 
38,000 7,600 41. 
42,000 8,400 38. 
48,000 9,600 35. 
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By E. M. BLAIKLOCK’ 


THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON 





INTRODUCTION 
THE OCCASION 

Any sensitive reader of Paul’s 
letters will inevitably bracket the 
epistle to Philemon with the epistle 
to the Philippians. It is generally 
agreed that the two letters date 
from the same period of Roman im- 
prisonment around 59 or 60 A.D. 
and no one seriously disputes the 
Pauline authorship. Vocabulary and 
style are too clearly characteristic. 

In one other respect the two let- 
ters are strikingly alike. We have 
suggested that a major occasion for 
the Philippian letter was a quarrel 
in the Church, and have shown how, 
with the most exquisite tact, Paul 
prepares the way for his rebuke and 
exhortation. If the devotional gem 
which Epaphroditus carried to 
Philippi, was occasioned by a petty 
quarrel in the Church, we have to 
thank the escapade of a slave for 
the social and personal document 
we know as the epistle to Philemon. 
If other proof of authorship were 
wanting, it would be found in that 
same affectionate tactfulness with 
which Paul approaches his appeal, 
says his firm and faithful word, and 
proceeds, with just sufficient said, 
to other subjects. 

The subject of the Christian Gos- 
pel is the divine love toward all 
mankind, and the responsibility of 
man toward his God, and in the 
light of that, the institution of 
slavery was obviously doomed. It 
is, nevertheless, the wisdom of the 
Gospel not to attack it frontally. 
*‘In Christ Jesus,’’ said Paul, ‘‘is 
neither bond nor free.’’? Once man 
was granted freedom and equality 
before God, once Aristotle was re- 
futed, and agreement granted to 
the truth that personality, precious 
to the Father, was the possession of 
all men, slavery could rest on no 
foundation for thinking Christian 
men. So Paul, in amazing wisdom, 
sends a slave back to his master. 
He sends him, nevertheless, with 
his human worth underlined and_ 
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emphasized. He sends Onesimus to 
Philemon crowned with his, the 
apostle’s, love. The challenge to 
Philemon is clear. A foul institu- 
tion could not stand thus sapped 
and undermined. 


LETTER TO SABINIANUS 


It is a curious fact that humanity 
was, at this time, stirring in other 
than Christian hearts. Among the 
first and second century writers of 
Rome, Seneca and Pliny are notable 
for their noble views on slavery. 
There is, in fact, a letter extant of 
the second Roman which deals with 
a strikingly similar object. A friend 
of Pliny had a freedman, a man 
who had been his bondsman but 
who now, in return for legal manu- 
mission, was expected to remain his 
one-time master’s henchman. The 
man had offended his patron and 
had come to Pliny for help. Pliny 
sends him back with the letter which 
is quoted below. It is interesting to 
read it side by side with Paul’s and 
to compare the language of humane 
interests with that of brotherly af- 
fection. Pliny, it will be noted, puts 
the pleas for forgiveness on humani- 
tarian and philosophic grounds. 
Paul founds all he has to say on 
Christian fellowship. Here is the 
Latin letter : 

‘Your freedman, whom you lately 
mentioned as having displeased you, 
has been with me; he threw himself 
at my feet and clung there with as 
much submission as he could have 
done at yours. He earnestly re- 
quested me with many tears, and 
even with the eloquence of silent 
sorrow, to intercede for him; in 
short, he convinced me by his whole 
behavior, that he sincerely repents 
of his fault. And I am persuaded 
he is thoroughly reformed, because 
he seems entirely sensible of his 
delinquency. 

“7 know you are angry with him, 
and I know too, it is not without 
reason; but clemency can never 
exert itself with more applause, 


than when there is the justest cause 
for resentment. You once had an 
affection for this man, and, I hope, 
will have again: in the meanwhile, 
let me only prevail with you to 
pardon him. If he should incur your 
displeasure hereafter, you will have 
so much the stronger plea in excuse 
for your anger, as you show yourself 
more exorable to him now. Allow 
something to his youth, to his tears, 
and to your own natural mildness 
of temper: do not make him uneasy 
any longer, and I will add, too, do 
not make yourself so; for a man of 
your benevolence of heart cannot 
be angry without feeling great 
uneasiness. 

“‘T am afraid, were I to join my 
entreaties with his, I should seem 
rather to compel than request you 
to forgive him. Yet I will not 
scruple to do tt; and so much the 
more fully and freely as I have very 
sharply and severely reproved him, 
positively threatening never to in- 
terpose again on his behalf. But 
though it was proper to say this 
to him, in order to make him more 
fearful of offending, I do not say tt 
to you. I may, perhaps, again have 
occasion to entreat you upon his 
account, and again obtain your for- 
giveness; supposing, I mean, his 
error should be such as may become 
me to intercede for, and you to 
pardon. Farewell.’’ 

This letter was addressed to one 
Sabinianus. 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 
VERSES 1-3 


Paul, the bondsman of Christ Jesus 
and Timothy, his brother, to Phile- 
mon his beloved fellow laborer, and 
Aphia, his sister, and Archippus 
his comrade in arms, and the church 
in their home, grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Aphia, was, of course, Phile- 
mon’s wife, and Archippus, not im- 
probably, his son. They, and the 
church which made its center and 
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meeting-place in their home, were 
probably converts of the Ephesian 
ministry (Heb. 19:10). Archippus 
appears to have been something of 
a figure in the community, as wit- 
ness Colossians 4:17. Only once else- 
where does Paul use the expression 
‘‘eomrade in arms,’’ or ‘‘fellow- 
soldier.’? The word occurred, it will 
be remembered, in Philippians 2 :25. 
It was inevitable, however, in that 
world of marching legions, and un- 
steady frontiers, that the metaphor 
from soldiering should be the com- 
mon coin of speech, and Paul uses 
it in many famous passages (e.g. 
1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4). It is 
to be noted that the church was 
organized about a home. This seems 
to have been the practice of the 
early church. Many ancient churches 
are doubtless founded on the sites 
of homes used as gathering places of 
early Christianity, and there is no 
evidence of church building of any 
sort before the third century. In the 
acts of Justin Martyr the examining 
judge asks where the Christians 
meet. Justin replies ‘‘ Wherever they 
will and can. Do you think,’’ he 
continues, ‘‘that we are accustomed 
to gather in any one place? That 
is by no means the ease.’’ ‘‘Come,’’ 
says the Prefect, ‘‘say where you 
meet and gather your disciples to- 
gether.’’ Justin in reply names a 
private address. The challenging 
question for us is whether our church 
buildings are fulfilling an efficient 
purpose, and whether there might 
not be blessing in a return to New 
Testament practices. 


DISCOVERY OF GOOD 

VERSES 4-6 
I give praise to God, ever making 
mention of you in my prayers, hear- 
ing as I do of your love and the 
faith which you have in the Lord 
Jesus, love indeed, toward all those 
in Him. I pray that their partner- 
ship in your faith may prove effec- 
tual in the recognition of every good 
thing in us for His service. 


Very clear in these verses is 
the tactful hand of the Philippian 
epistle. Paul is preparing the way 
for the mention of Onesimus. His 
insight has doubtless seen the doom 
of slavery in two spiritual facts. 
Christian love, and the communion 


24 


of faith can hardly tolerate the 
bondage of man to man. Paul men- 
tions love first, hastens on to faith, 
returns to love to stress the disturb- 
ing truth that it embraces ‘‘all the 
saints,’’ and finally returns to faith 
to hazard the pointed suggestion 
that it has a work to do in the 
personality of the one who professes 
it. He prays, using the imagery of 
Philippians, that the thought of a 
common faith may ‘‘work within,’’ 
and may lead to the discovery of 
good within us useful ‘‘unto 
Christ.’’ As Weymouth remarks, it 
took the Christian church eighteen 
centuries to realize that the aboli- 
tion of slavery was one of ‘‘the good 
things in her unto Christ.’’ The 
great. Whitfield preached against 
emancipation ! 


CHRIST’S AMBASSADOR 

VERSES 7-10 
I found great joy and comfort in 
your love, because the hearts of 
God’s people have found rest 
through you, my brother. That is 
why, though I might with perfect 
frankness bid you to do what is 
fitting, for love’s sake instead, I, 
none other than Paul the ambassa- 
dor, and now the prisoner of Christ, 
entreat you for the son I begat in 
prison, for Onesimus. 


No art could improve upon this 
exquisite passage. As with the of- 
fending women of the Philippian 
chureh, Paul searches all his mem- 
ory for words of open praise before 
he proceeds to speak of - further 
duty. ‘‘My brother’’ comes like a 
warm handelasp at the end of verse 
7, ‘‘for Onesimus’’ like a catch in 
the voice at the end of verse 10. 
Paul, as he says, might frankly tell 
Philemon his duty. He is Christ’s 
ambassador. Many translators render 
‘Paul the aged.’’ This is almost 
certainly incorrect. Ephesians 6:20 
uses the same word in verbal form, 
and there is no doubt that the refer- 
ence there is to ‘‘an ambassador in 
bonds.’’ The papyri indicate that 
the word was commonly used in the 
Greek East for a legate of the Em- 
peror. Paul was the legate of Christ, 
with the right to command in 
Christ’s name, invested for his office 
with the royal authority. He reminds 
Philemon tactfully of the fact. He 
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reminds him too that in respect of 
bondage his own position did not 
vary from that of the man for whom 
he pleaded. Onesimus was Paul’s 
fellow bondsman. He was, moreover, 
his son. The Talmud says, ‘‘If one 
teaches the son of his neighbor the 
Law, the Scripture reckons this the 
same as if he had begotten him.’’ 
Paul, perhaps, had the Rabbinical 
conception in mind. He returns to it 
in verses 12 and 17. 


“MY VERY HEART” 

VERSES 11-14 
Once he was useless to you, now he 
is useful indeed, both to you and 
me. I send him back to you—my 
very heart. I could have wished to 
keep him by me, to serve me in your 
stead, while I am in prison for the 
Gospel, but without your mind on 
the matter I decided to do nothing 
that kindness might not be exacted 
from you but freely given. 


*‘T could have wished .. . but 
I decided.’’ Paul used two verbs. 
One suggests purpose, the other 
will. Inclination is judged and gov- 
erned by decision. So should our in- 
clination be ruled. And decision 
should be the will of God. Onesimus 
could have been truly ‘‘useful’’ to 
an aging and helpless man. The 
measure of Paul’s sacrifice would 
not be lost on Philemon. It should 
be noted that there is a pun on the 
slave’s name. Onesimus means ‘‘use- 
ful’’ or ‘‘profitable.’’ Weymouth 
renders, ‘‘but now—true to his 
name—he is of great use to you and 
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me. 


PAUL’S ACCOUNT 

VERSES 15-19 
Perhaps for this reason he was 
briefly parted from you that you 
might have him back forever, not as 
a slave, but something better than 
a slave, a brother most beloved to 
me, but how much more to you, both 
as a man and as a Christian. If you 
then regard me as a partner, receive 
him as you would me. If he has been 
dishonest in anything, or is in debt 
to you, put it to my account. I will 
pay it back. Witness my signature, 
PAUL. I do not mention that you 
owe me your very self. 


Note Paul’s delicate way of re- 
ferring to the runaway. ‘‘He was 
(Continued on page 53) 
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DECEMBER 21, 1952 

Emmanuel—God With Us 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 1:18-25 
Golden Text: “Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus: for He shall save His people from 
their sins” (Mt. 1:21). 

From the Gospel of Matthew, 
which we have been studying for 
the past quarter and shall still study 
for the first three months of 1953, 
we take the material for our Christ- 
mas lessons. This first lesson, pre- 
ceding Christmas by a few days, 
has an important place in the 
quarter’s theme since it raises the 
question: Who is this One of whom 
we have been thinking as Teacher, 
Healer, and Friend? 

Anticipating the requirements of 
the Christmas season, we skipped 
the story of our Lord’s birth at the 
beginning of the quarter. Now, with 
the advantage of having reminded 
ourselves of the power of His words 
and the wonder of His acts, we 
retrace our steps to seek an explana- 
tion. We find that explanation in a 
name — ‘‘Emmanuel,’’ which the 
Bible interprets for us as meaning 
‘God with us.’’ Nothing less than 
the truth that in Jesus God was 
made flesh will suffice to account for 
His life; nothing less will satisfy 
us in His death which, in the light 
of Bethlehem, enables us to under- 
stand that ‘‘God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself’’ 
(2 Cor. 5:19). 

LESSON MATERIAL 

The genealogy with which the 
Gospel of Matthew opens is in ac- 
cord with the writer’s purpose. 
Matthew had Jewish readers mainly 
in mind, and therefore he began his 
story of the Lord Jesus with His 
line of descent from Abraham 
through David. The Messianic 
prophecies of the Old Testament 
clearly promised that the Christ, 
God’s Anointed and the Deliverer 
of His people, would be of the seed 
of David. Hence, Matthew imme- 
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diately established the claim of 
Jesus on this point. 

Having furnished His genealogy, 
Matthew passes to a brief statement 
on the circumstances of our Lord’s 
birth, preceded by an affirmation 
which states the case he is pleading: 
‘*Now the birth of Jesus Christ was 
on this wise . . .’” We remember the 
summary of Paul’s preaching in the 
synagogues of Asia: ‘‘That this 
Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is 
Christ’? (Acts 17:3). Paul and Mat- 
thew reveal themselves to be one 
in purpose in their ministry to the 
Hebrew people; by the help of the 
Holy Spirit they sought to break 
through Jewish prejudice and to 
persuade them that in Jesus were 
fulfilled all the Messianic prophecies. 

Some would try to tell us that 
nowhere in the New Testament is 
the Virgin Birth taught. Far from 
this being so, Matthew opens his 


. record by declaring that Jesus was 


born of a virgin. First, he states that 
Mary conceived our Saviour before 
being united with Joseph in the full 
bonds of matrimony, and then he 
explains her condition as being due 
to the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Again, lest there should be misunder- 
standing of his meaning, Matthew 
tells us Joseph’s reaction to this 
discovery. He was ‘‘minded to put 
her away privily,’’ that is, he deter- 
mined to break his engagement but 
to do it with as little publicity as 
possible. It took an angelic messen- 
ger to change Joseph’s attitude. 
His Saving Name 

To Joseph was given the instruc- 
tion that Mary’s son should bear 
the name of Jesus. This was a very 
common name among the Jews, 
being identical with the Old Testa- 
ment name of Joshua, and carrying 
the same meaning, namely, ‘‘God is 
salvation.’’ There was nothing sur- 
prising, therefore, in the name it- 
self; the surprise came in the new 
significance which was given to the 
name: ‘‘Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus: for He shall save His 
people .. .’? The name was not to 
commemorate a past deliverance but 
to declare a new and greater de- 


liverance; for the salvation which 
Mary’s son would effect would be a 
spiritual salvation; ‘‘He shall save 
His people from their sins.” |’ 
In a few words Matthew has made 
some tremendous claims. Recogniz- 
ing, therefore, that he must carry 
his Jewish readers along with him, 
and that he cannot do better than 
prove his statements by reference 
to the Old Testament Scriptures, 
Matthew furnishes authority from 
the prophets. ‘‘Therefore the Lord 
Himself shall give you a sign; Be- 
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel’’ (Isa. 7:14). 
Attempts have been made to find 
a fulfillment for this verse in events 
soon following upon the utterance of 
the prophecy. The most that it is 
possible to admit is that these words 
may have had part fulfillment in 
history contemporary with Isaiah. 
There are elements in this proph- 
ecy, however, which can refer to 
none other than Jesus Himself, 
notably the use of the name which 
Matthew translates for us to mean 
**God with us.’’ When we accept 
the principle of inspiration for the 
Scriptures then it is reasonable to 
believe that in this verse, and in 
others scattered throughout the Old 
Testament, God provided great 
statements of identification which 
the Holy Spirit might use to con- 
vince even Jewish minds that the 
Babe of Bethlehem was the long- 
promised Christ. 
LESSON PLAN 
1, The Promise of the Saviour 
a. The key to the O.T. 
b. A message misread 
2. The Coming of the Saviour 
a. Prophecy fulfilled 
b. His miraculous birth 
3. The Mission of the Saviour 


a. Revealer of the Father 
b. Redeemer of the lost 


1. ‘‘Beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, He expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself’’ (Lk. 24: 27). 
Using the Old Testament, the. risen 
Saviour comforted the two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus by showing 
how the things which had happened 
to Him were foretold in the sacred 
books. At the same time He taught 
us how to study the Old Testament— 
by a principle which is succinctly 
expressed in Hebrews 10:7, ‘‘In the 
volume of the book it is written of 
Me.’”’ We are to find Christ in the 
Old Testament, and until we do 
that we shall miss the purpose and 
therefore the appeal of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. When, however, we 
recognize that the Saviour is fore- 
told as early in the Book as Genesis 
3:15, and that in rite and in type, 
as well as in direct prophecy, Jesus 
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is foreshadowed, then the pages will 
abound in interest and _ value 
(Teachers would do well to direct 
the attention of pupils to a number 
of O.T. passages which are Messianic 
in character, for example, Deut. 
18:15; Psa. 22:1, 18; Isa. 9:6-7, 
11:1-5, 42:1-4, 53:1-12; Mie. 5:2). 

Pride and prejudice combined to 
cause the Jews to misinterpret the 
Messianic promises. Lacking convie- 
tion of sin, and obsessed with am- 
bition for a restoration of national 
prestige, they accepted only those 
passages which pictured the Deliv- 
erer as a mighty leader and king, 
and ignored the references to a 
Saviour who must suffer for the 
salvation of His people. How eareful 
we need to be not to read the Bible 
through spectacles tinted to our own 
taste, for thereby we may miss the 
blessing ! 

2. With startling precision, the 
coming of Jesus fulfilled the predic- 
tions of the prophets. This Matthew 
was at pains to prove. He realized 
that, for the persuasion of the Jews, 
this was important. As Christians, 
we find the correspondence between 
the circumstance of our Lord’s 
birth, life, and death and the Old 
Testament prophecies of value be- 
eause we are helped to realize that 
the incarnation was essential to 
God’s eternal program. None of the 
events of our Lord’s life were acci- 
dental; they were the working out 
of a purpose which was hid in the 
heart of God from the beginning of 
creation. With what glory this in- 
vests our redemption! 


Not only because of prophecy ful- 
filled, but also in its own amazing 
facts, the incarnation of our Lord 
bears the impress of the super- 
natural. ‘‘The birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise,’’ says Matthew, 
and proceeds to recount a story that 
has no parallel. This Christmas, let 
us stand afresh in wonder and 
adoration of Him who, while Prince 
of Heaven, came as the ‘‘offspring 
of a virgin’s womb.’’ 

3. Two great and glorious names 
occur in our reading. First, that of 
Emmanuel, reminding us that Beth- 
lehem’s manger held One who came 
to be the revealer of the Father, 
**God with us.’’ All our inquiry as 
to what God is like has answer in 
Jes’s our Lord. 

The second name is that of Jesus, 
which declares His mission—‘‘ He 
shall save His people from their 
sins.’’ We need to link both names 
in order to comprehend the marvel 
of the Christmas story. In Christ, 
God came to men that He might 
become the Saviour of men. We gaze 
upon Him and learn to our un- 
utterable content that the God of 
all power is the God of all love who 
accepted the manger and the cross 
that He might save us from sin and 
bring us to Himself. 


DECEMBER 28, 1952 
Wise Men Seek Jesus 

LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 2:1-12 
Golden Text: “Ye shall seek Me, and find 
Me, when ye shall search for Me with all 
your heart” (Jer. 29:13). 

Last week we remarked that in 
writing his Gospel Matthew had 
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Jewish readers primarily in mind. 
It is interesting, therefore, to find 
that he alone records the visit of 
the wise men, or magi. From the 
available material about our Lord’s 
birth, he selected this incident as 
best suited to his purpose, passing 
over Luke’s delightful story of the 
Bethlehem shepherds in order that 
he might relate how certain for- 
eigners sought and found the infant 
Saviour. 

Turning to the end of this Gospel, 
we read almost as its concluding 
words our Lord’s missionary com- 
mission: ‘‘Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’’ 
(28:19). It is evident, then, that 
Matthew wished to emphasize in 
his Gospel the universal appeal and 
application of the Gospel. Jewish 
prejudice would have retained sal- 
vation within its own racial limits; 
but in this record of the Saviour’s 
life Matthew early emphasized that 
Jesus came to be the Redeemer of 
all who should ‘seek Him. The wise 
men are the representatives of those 
out of every tribe and nation who 
should bow the knee to Jesus, re- 
ceive His pardoning grace, and 
become His messengers to others. 
LESSON MATERIAL 

The first verse of Matthew 2 must 
not be read as though it synchro- 
nized the birth of our Lord with 
the coming of the magi to Jerusalem. 
Better is it to read it: ‘‘Now when 
Jesus had been born. . . there came 
wise men.’’ Many artists have done 
disservice by depicting these visitors 
from the East around the manger 
cradle of our Lord. In verse 11 we 
are distinctly told that ‘‘when they 
were come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary His 
mother.’’ Enough time had elapsed 
for Mary to be moved from the 
stable and placed in more comfort- 
able circumstances; the crowds at- 
tending the census (Lk. 2:1-3) had 
dispersed and accommodation was 
more easily obtained. Another mis- 
eonception for which artists (and 
some poets) are also responsible is 
that there were three wise men. The 
Bible does not say so, neither does 
it name them for us. We must be 
careful to distinguish between re- 
vealed facts and human traditions. 

The place of origin of these visi- 
tors is not disclosed, beyond the 
statement that they saw the star 
‘‘in the east.’’ Various suggestions 
have been made including Persia, 
India, and China; but we lack defi- 
nite information. There may be a 
hint of the distance traveled in 
verse 16, where the reference to two 
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years seems to be related to the time 
when the magi first saw the star. 

As magi, these men believed that 
events were foretold in astronomical 
phenomena, for which reason they 
studied the night skies. The appear- 
ance of a new star had been inter- 
preted by them as indicating the 
birth of a king, and by acting on 
such knowledge as they possessed 
their steps were led toward Jeru- 
salem. It was natural that their first 
inquiry should be at the palace of 
the reigning monarch, Herod. 

At Herod’s Court 

It is not hard to understand why 
Herod and his court should be 
troubled by the arrival and inquiry 
of the magi. A new claimant to the 
throne might soon overthrow a 
regime which was largely based on 
corruption; furthermore, any in- 
ternal disturbance in Jewry could 
lead to Roman intervention with 
serious consequences for the already 
conquered Jews. Whichever way he 
looked at it, Herod could find no 
comfort in the possibility that a 
new king had been born. 

It seems to have been Herod’s 
own idea that these visitors from 
the east were looking for the Christ 
or Messiah. He knew the Jewish 
Seriptures well enough to be familiar 
with the promise of a coming De- 
liverer; hence his request to the 
chief priests and scribes that they 
should tell him where Christ should 
be born. By way of answer, they 
referred Herod to Micah 5:2 where 
Bethlehem is clearly named as the 
birth place. 
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The purpose of Herod’s diligent 
inquiry of the wise men (v. 7) is 
disclosed later in the chapter. Act- 
mg upon the information given, he 
ordered the slaughter of all children 
cwo years old and under. His pro- 
fessed desire to worship the child 
was deception of the worst sort, and 
although the magi may not have 
seen through it then, they were later 
warned against acting upon Herod’s 
suggestion (v. 12). 

Fully believing that their mission 
would be successful, the visitors had 
brought with them gifts fit for a 
king—gold and precious spices 
which would be acceptable to any 
Eastern ruler. The circumstances 
of the Christ child must have puz- 
zled them, for they had none of the 
luxury associated with royalty. But 
acting upon an impulse which was 
doubtless divinely given they pre- 
sented their gifts and paid such 
homage as was usual to a monarch, 
and then returned home without re- 
porting back to Herod. 

LESSON PLAN 

1. The Light They Had 
a. Among the magi 
b. Among the Jews 

2. The Light God Gave 
a. Seekers who found 
b. The Light of the world 

3. Pass on the Light! 
a. Christmas goodwill 
b. Year ‘round responsibilities 


1. Contrasts abound in the Christ- 
mas story. There is the contrast of 
the Prince of Heaven and the Babe 
of Bethlehem; of the glory. of the ' 
Father’s house and the austerity of 
the stable; of the announcement by 
the angels and the inhospitable inn; 
of the rejoicing of the shepherds 
and the murderous plan of Herod; 
of the seeking magi and the unin- 
formed high priests. Bear in mind 
that these visitors were pagan; they 
had not benefited, as the Hebrews 
had, from God’s revelation of Him- 
self and His purpose. But they 
were greedy for knowledge, and 
because they believed that great 
events were recorded in the stars, 
they searched the heavens nightly 
for news. That way the blessing 
came. 

As for the chief priests and 
scribes in Jerusalem, they had the 
Scriptures to reveal to them God’s 
program—great and inspired writ- 
ings which contained detailed state- 
ments concerning Christ’s birth. But 
through neglect and prejudice they 
remained ignorant of tremendous 
things which were happening in 
their midst. What is the use of 
having a Bible if we don’t read it? 
What is the value of a divine reve- 
lation if we miss its message through 
blind prejudice? At this very time 
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God is speaking to men in world- 
shaking events. How few, however, 
are alert to what God is saying! 

2. Our Golden ‘ext contains 
God’s promise that those who seek 
shall find. It was thus with the 
magi. Believing the message of the 
heavens, they acted upon it, setting 
out upon what was doubtless a long 
and arduous journey in order to 
find the king the star proclaimed. 
If we think of them as the scientists 
of their day we see how knowledge 
started them on the road to truth, 
but could not take them all the way. 
They sought the he:p of a king, but 
even royal influence could not ful- 
fill their desire. So they were 
directed to the counsel of religion, 
but all the priests could do was to 
tell them where their quest would 
likely find an end. It needed divine 
illumination and revelation to bring 
these seekers to their goal. And so 
is it always—our highest longings 
lack fulfillment until God grants 
His light upon our way. 

God gave a star for the magi. He 
has given us a Light which has never 
been dimmed, even Jesus who spoke 
of Himself as the Light of the world. 
The star led the wise men to the 
infant Jesus; He leads men to God. 
How thankful we should be at 
Christmas for God’s great gift of 
this Light, brighter than the bright- 
est star, ever glowing for the sons 
of men that by His shining their 
faltering feet may find the pathway 
back to God. 

3. These strangers from the. East, 
gathered adoringly around the Baby 





Jesus, remind us of the goodwill for 
all men that is shed abroad at 
Christmas-time. At the Bethlehem 
cradle Jew and Gentile met, symbol- 
izing the spirit of friendship which 
Christmas never fails to generate. 
The pity is that this spirit does not 
endure into the New Year and 
throughout all the months—re- 
minder, surely, that sentiment, how- 
ever beautiful, is not enough to 
make a permanent change in the 
hearts of men. Even religious senti- 
ment is inadequate; Christ must 
come into our hearts to dwell before 
we can display His spirit in all our 
lives. 

Yet this is God’s plan and purpose 
for us. He set a star in the heavens 
to lead men to His Son. He now 
ealls us to be ‘‘the light of the 
world’’ (Mt. 5:14)— not Christmas 
tree candles burning for an hour, 
but dependable, ever-glowing lamps, 
through whose beams strangers shall 
find their way to our Saviour and 
offer Him their love and devotion. 
Our lamps will be rekindled this 
Christmas as we remember God’s 
love-gift to the world. Shall we see 
to it that their light burns steadily 
in consistent living and self-denying 
service throughout 1953? 

JANUARY 4, 1953 

Tracing Character to Its Source 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 15:1-11, 18-20 
Golden Text: “Keep thy heart with all. 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life” (Prov. 4:23). 

The New Year finds us still in the 
Gospel of Matthew; and we may well 
be grateful for this. Six months of 
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lessons in the life and ministry of 
our Lord is a privilege for any 
teacher and must surely prove a 
blessing to every pupil. 

In the passage inviting our study 
for the first Sunday of 1953 we shall 
recognize the clash between our 
Lord’s teaching and the prevailing 
religious ideas of His time. We 
must be careful, however, not to 
leave the application of the lesson 
in the past. It has an intensely con- 
temporary application, for we are 
still in grave danger of accepting 
traditions of men instead of the 
commandments and revelations of 
God through His Spirit. In fact, this 
lesson calls us to examine our beliefs 
and practices that we may reject 
everything which originates with 
men (or at least put it in its proper 
place) and subscribe with all our 
hearts to that which accords with 
the truth and purpose of God. 
LESSON MATERIAL 

Obviously the opening verse of 
chapter 15 describes a crisis in the 
ministry of our Lord. Although He 
was preaching and healing in the 
neighborhood of Capernaum, a 
special delegation of Pharisees and 
scribes came down from Jerusalem 
to question Him. This was an offi- 
cial investigation, instigated, beyond 
doubt, by the popular acclaim with 
which our Lord was being received. 
The religious hierarchy were dis- 
turbed by His successes and decided 
upon the extreme step of a public 
challenge to Jesus. 

The test question of verse 2 may 
seem to us to be trivial. But it dealt 
with vital issues. The Pharisees came 
into existence as a religious party 
in that period between the Old and 
New Testaments of which most of 
us know little. That, however, was 
a time of severe pressure for the 
Jews, both politically and_ reli- 
giously. The impact of the Greek 
and Roman cultures upon this 
hitherto isolated people endangered 
their unique character as the chosen 
race; and the Pharisees became the 
prophets of national integrity. They 
re-emphasized the teaching of Moses, 
and in their zeal added much to the 
law in the way of interpretation and 
elaboration. It was to this system of 
exposition of the Mosaic code that 
the name ‘‘tradition of the elders’’ 
was given. 

In process of time, these tradi- 
tions had become the rigid regula- 
tions of religious practice by the 
observance of which a man might 
prove his right to the Jewish name. 
Washing of the hands was included 
in the necessary ritual; hence the 
criticism that the disciples did not 
wash their hands before eating. It 
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was not a question of hygiene but of 
religion. By His answer, our Lord 
disassociated Himself with teaching 
which had got so far from the in- 
tent-on of the original law of Moses 
as to become a transgression of that 


si Responsibilities Evaded 

By way of concrete example, 
Jesus referred to the practice of 
Corban (see Mk. 7:11). According 
to the casuistry of the Pharisees, 
a person with responsibilities toward 
his parents could obtain relief from 
those responsibilities by transfer- 
ring his favors to the Temple 
treasury. The clear implication is 
that the Jewish leaders benefited 
from this provision which enriched 
the Temple at the expense of needy 
people. Such an arrangement vio- 
lated the simple commandment of 
God: ‘‘Honour thy father and 
mother.”’ 

Using the severest language of 
rebuke, our Lord exposed the Phari- 
sees as hypocrites. While professing 
concern for the honor of God in 
their criticism of the disciples, they 
were in reality substituting their 
own system for the law of the Lord 
— a usurpation of authority which 
verged on blasphemy. 

Up to this point, the discussion 
had been between Jesus. and His 
critics. Now, however, He deliber- 
ately brings the watching crowds 
into His audience. ‘‘He called the 
multitude, and said .. .’’ The cour- 
age of this impresses us, for Jesus 
was virtually declaring open war 
against practices which dishonored 
His Father. From now on there 
could be no doubt on either side that 
Christ’s teaching was diametrically 
opposed to the teaching of the Jew- 
ish leadership. 

And what was it He said? In a 
few, well chosen words He stated 
a great principle, summarized in 
our Golden Text: ‘‘Out of it (the 
heart) are the issues of life.’’ Ex- 
ternals are unimportant, rites and 
rituals are secondary; what really 
matter are attitudes and motives. 
Inward reality is what God seeks, 
and He is not impressed by outward 
demonstrations which are really a 
cover-up for pride and self-will. 
LESSON PLAN 

1. A Clash of ideas 

a. The tradition of the elders 

b. The commandments of God 

c. The conflict continued 
2. A Statement of Principles 

a. The limits of the physical 

b. The importance of the spiritual 
3. The Courage of the Christ 

a. Truth against error 

b. Who is on the Lord’s side? 

1. It may not be good Emily Post 
to eat without first washing the 
hands, but we would not pick a 
quarrel with a man who was guilty 
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of this omission. We must try to 
appreciate the feelings of the Phari- 
sees if we are to understand their 
criticism. In their thinking, a man 
was a good Jew according to his 
observance of certain practices. 
(Contemporary orthodox Jewry fur- 
nishes an example in the fact that 
the true son of Abraham is never 
without a head covering. Even in 
bed he wears a small cap.) Jesus 
assumed the role of teacher and yet 
permitted His disciples to disregard 
the requirements of the ceremonial 
law. To the Pharisees this was at 
once unpatriotic and heretical, and 
therefore worthy of the severest 
censure. 

The fact that these Pharisees 
would bring their criticism into the 
open was evidence of the importance 
they attached to what, after all, was 
merely human tradition. It was at 
this point that Jesus joined issue 
with them. They had added so much 
to the original law of God as given 
by Moses that they had obscured its 
true meaning and purpose. Their 
censure arose not from the fact that 
God’s law had been broken but that 
the tradition of the elders had been 
ignored. This put tradition higher 
than divine law. If there had been 
any doubt about this, our Lord re- 
moved it by the example he gave in 
the practice of Corban. Not only 
were God’s purposes confused by 
the intricate system of rules and 
regulations advocated by the Phari- 
sees, but those purposes were ac- 
tually frustrated. Truth had been 
hidden and lost by a false loyalty 
to human tradition. 

The conflict of ideas indicated in 
this incident continues today. In 
spite of Christ’s rebuke, ecclesiasti- 
cal systems have magnified creeds 
and ceremonials at the expense of 
revealed truth. This is manifestly 


true of Roman Catholicism whose 
appalling amalgam of tradition and 
superstition bears little resemblance 
to the faith of the. Gospels and 
epistles. But there are few Chris- 
tian bodies which are not in some 
measure guilty of confusing the 
basic teachings of Christ by the 
addition of interpretations which 
are often made mandatory. 

2. To the multitudes, and then to 
His disciples, Jesus clarified the 
issues involved in His clash with 
the Pharisees. First, there are limi- 
tations to the physical. What a man 
eats may feed and nourish him, but 
it cannot affect his character. If 
what he eats is dictated by some re- 
ligious seruple, he is not made a 
better or a worse man by his eating. 

It is the heart of the man, his 
true self, his character, which really 
matters. That is, the spiritual is 
always more important than the 
physical. Furthermore, in the realm 
of faith, the physical only has sig- 
nificance as it expresses the spirit- 
ual. Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per, for example, have no value 
apart from the great spiritual reali- 
ties which they illustrate; in the 
first place, the believer’s repentance 
and faith in Christ, in the second 
the believer’s participation in the 
redemptive blessings of Calvary. 

3. How the courage of our Lord 
Jesus Christ shines forth from this 
incident! There were occasions when 
He deliberately avoided provoking 
His enemies that He might pursue 
His ministry unmolested. But, con- 
fronted by a clear issue, He imme- 
diately took sides with His Father 
against error. Of the consequences 
there could be no doubt: every con- 
troversy was conducted under the 
shadow of a cross. But the Lord of 
light and truth could not keep 
silent. 
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Who is on the Lord’s side today 
in the struggle of truth against 
error? Evil systems, firmly en- 
trenched and growing in _ their 
arrogance, are threatening our spir- 
itual liberties. Oh, for men and 
women, versed in the truth of God, 
to stand up and be counted for the 
sake of Christ and His Gospel and 
the souls of men! 

JANUARY 11, 1953 

Confessing and Following Christ 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 16:13-25 
Golden Text: “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16). 

It would seem that the fiercest 
controversies have raged ‘around the 
most important portions of Holy 
Writ, the Devil’s device, no doubt, 
for distracting the attention of men 
from the vital truths which they 
contain. Today’s passage has divided 
Christendom, and :it is impossible 
that we should not take note of the 


contrary opinions which gather 
around the incident at Caesarea 
Philippi. But, as Sunday school 


teachers, our main concern must be 
with the positive message of these 
verses. 

‘Whom say ye that I am?’’ asked 
Jesus of His disciples. And still He 
asks that same question. At its first 
asking, the question led to a glorious 
confession of faith on the part of 


Peter. What if this question should 
elicit a similar confession from our 
pupils? This, surely, must be our 
prayerful aim: that, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit, we may challenge 
those we teach to a courageous, in- 
telligent, soul-saving recognition of 
Jesus as the divine Saviour. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Yaesarea Philippi had been so 
named by Philip the Tetrarch in 
honor of the emperor and himself. 
It lay about twenty-five miles north 
of the Sea of Galilee, beyond Jew- 
ish territory. There Jesus resorted 
for quiet. The opposition of the 
Pharisees had been fierce and in- 
creasing (see 16:1-12). The struggle 
was heading fast toward its final 
issue, and our Lord knew it was 
time to complete His instruction of 
the twelve. 

Hence the directness of His ques- 
tion, ‘‘Whom do men say that I the 
Son of man am?’’ Various opinions 
were current concerning the identity 
of Jesus. Herod Antipas had. sup- 
posed that he was John the Baptist 
risen from the dead (14:2). Some 
thought He was Elijah, expected to 
return as the herald of the coming 
Messiah. Still others considered Him 
to be Jeremiah; and so the specula- 
tion went on. All these ideas paid 


12 Times A Year A Vital 


T estimony when— 


“PROPHECY MONTHLY” 


Goes Into A Home 


This compact handbook for 24 years published by the American Prophetic 
League, Inc. contains 48 pages packed with world news of prophetic 
significance, plus spiritual vitamins so needed by God’s people in these 


confusing days. 


The fact-finding organization of the League brings to light things of vital 
interest from every part of the globe, along with many choice spiritual 
nuggets of the Word out of the studies of hundreds of devoted servants of 
Christ. You’ll find PROPHECY different from any Christian magazine you’ve 


ever seen. 





IS PROPHECY COMING TO YOUR HOME? If not, why not mail a 
DOLLAR BILL at once for a 10 months trial? (in U.S. only) Foreign subs. 
$1.35 year. Also ask for the League’s Bulletin of the most vital and practical 
Bible study helps, fundamental to the core. 


PROPHECY MONTHLY 


Box BB, Eagle Rock Station 


Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


(Editors: Dr. Keith L. Brooks and Dr. Victor C. Oltrogge) 


Tabernacle 


Pictures 





GOSPEL SLIOE AND FIN SERVICE, Bop. EMl—P. 6. Bex 1149, Tacoma 1, Washiagen 





30 





tribute to the greatness of Jesus, 
but none of them was adequate. So 
our Lord proceeded to His next 
question, ‘‘But whom say ye that 
I am?”’ 

Whether Peter spoke for himself, 
or on behalf of the rest of the dis- 
ciples, when he made his great con- 
fession, is not clear; but what is 
clear is that our Lord accepted this 
confession as from all twelve, for, 
on the basis of it, He proceeded to 
teach them all. Peter’s words were 
glorious in their certainty and 
strength; there was no qualifying, 
**T think,’’ or, ‘‘I believe you to 
be,’’ but a firm, ‘‘Thow art .. .’’ 
First Peter acknowledged Jesus as 
the Messiah, and then he elaborated 
his faith with the words: ‘‘Son of 
the living God,’’ that is, a divine 
Messiah. 

Our Lord accepted the designa- 
tion; moreover, He remarked that 
Peter had received this conviction 
not from any human source but as 
a revelation from God. Then came 
the words which have troubled ex- 
positors down the centuries: ‘‘ Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church.”’ It is evident that 
Peter’s confession of Jesus as Mes- 
siah and Son of God is fundamental. 
Peter could have no part in the 
building of Christ’s church except 
for his faith. Neither can we. By 
our answer to the question, ‘‘ Whom 
say ye that I am?’’ we determine 
our qualification for a place in the 
glorious redemptive program of 
God. 

The Invincible Church 

By ‘‘gates of death’’ we are to 
understand ‘‘the power of death.’’ 
Earth’s systems and kingdoms have 
their end as death takes its toll. Not 
so this institution which Jesus called 
His church. It would prove invin- 
cible. It would defy time. It would 
survive its enemies. 

To Peter, and those who with him 
would constitute the church of 
Jesus Christ, were entrusted ‘‘the 
keys of the kingdom of Heaven.”’ 
What those keys were is made plain 
in Acts 2:41. How did the three 
thousand souls obtain admittance 
to the church? Through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. This, then, defines 
the keys; and they are as much ours 
to use as they were Peter's and the 
apostles’. 

What did Jesus mean when He 
said: ‘‘Whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in Heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt lose on 
earth shall be loosed in Heaven’’? 
That He was not making any special 
assignment to Peter is made plain 
in 18:18, where the same statement 
is repeated in a situation which 
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makes it evident that He was ad- 
dressing all the disciples. The set- 
ting there also helps us toward the 
interpretation. The chureh would 
have decisions to make, judgments 
to pass, disciplines to enforce. 
Throvgh the operation of the Holy 
Spirit in the church these actions 
would carry divine endorsement 
and approval. This was a promise to 
Christ’s people that they would act 
with His authority. 

Now that His disciples knew who 
He was, our Lord proceeded to en- 
lighten them on the nature of His 
mission. He must suffer, die, and be 
raised again. That was hard to 
accept; so hard that Peter, who had 
so recently earned his Master’s com- 
mendation, spoke hastily and fool- 
ishly (though in love) and had to 
be rebuked. The Devil had tried to 
divert Jesus from the road of the 
cross in the wilderness temptations ; 
now Peter was acting as the Devil’s 
agent. 

So the lesson at Caesarea Philippi 
ended with enunciation of a great 
principle: there could be no life for 
men apart from death for Christ, 
and no progress by His church 
apart from self-denial on the part 
of believers. A crown to gain? Yes; 
but only by the acceptance of the 
cross, 

LESSON PLAN 
1. The Opinion of the World 
a. Rejection and opposition 
b. Patronage and neglect 
2. The Faith of a Disciple 
a. The divine Saviour 
3. The Way of the Master 
a. Through death to life 
4. The Mission of the Church 
a. Keepers of the keys 
b. Bearers of the cross 

1. Attitudes toward the Lord 
Jesus have not changed. In Gospel 
days the Pharisees and other reli- 
gious leaders rejected His claims 
and opposed His person. Their 
enmity was openly and violently ex- 
pressed. So it is still: atheism, com- 
munism, secularism, and material- 
ism do not conceal their hatred of 
Christ and Christianity and are 
active in their resistance. 
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John the Baptist, Elijah, and 
Jeremiah were fine people, and it 
was a compliment to Jesus to iden- 
tify Him with them. But compli- 
ments are poor things to offer to 
Him who came from Heaven to be 
the Saviour of men. There are those 
still who pay elegant tributes to our 
Lord; but their attitudes are inade- 
quate and unacceptable since they 
cannot produce faith and are not 
expressed in service. 

2. It matters to our Lord what we 
think about Him and He is only 
satisfied when we give Him the 
acknowledgment that is His due. 
How warmly He commended Peter’s 
confession! His are the terms in 
which we must all declare our faith 
—Saviour and Lord. Paul used the 
same high tribute when ‘he spoke of 
“‘the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me’’ (Gal. 2:20). 
This is saving faith. 

3. Clearly Peter, when he made 
his confession, did not understand 
its full implications. He acclaimed 
Jesus as the Anointed (Messiah), 
but failed then to realize that He 
was anointed for death. At first he 
shrunk from the revelation and 
later from the reality (Did he not 
deny the Master under the shadow 
of the cross?). But the time came 
when the cross became his rejoicing 
and the heart of his Gospel (Acts 
2:36). With what gratitude we 
should contemplate this Heavenly 
Prince who gave His life that we 
might live! 


4, Caesarea Phi‘ippi was the place 
of a glorious confession on the part 
of Peter and of tremendous dis- 
closures on the part of our Lord. ' 
For Himself there would be rejee- 
tion, crucifixion, resurrection, For 
His redeemed people there would be 
the privilege of being built into His 
chureh, entrusted with the message 
of life for all men through faith in 
the sacrifice of Calvary. They were 
to be the keepers of the keys. How 
great the church’s shame that she 
has often failed to use those keys, 
and men have perished unevangel- 
ized and unsaved! How solemn the 
challenge that we should use them 
now while yet there is time! 

As for the Master the dignity of 
Messiahship was linked with the 
suffering of the cross, so for the 
servant. Christ’s Church is honored 
to be His representative on earth, 
speaking in His name, and opening 
the doors of the kingdom through 
the preaching of the Gospel. But her 
mission can only be accomplished 
as she is prepared to suffer, will- 
ingly assuming the misunderstand- 
ing, rejection, persecution that were 
the Lord’s. From this we shrink; 
yet only as we are identified with 
our Lord in self-denial can we dis- 
charge the task He has entrusted 
to us. The chureh has failed in her 
mission as she has cultivated friend- 
ship with the world; she will only 
succeed as she stands apart from 
this evil age and fearlessly speaks 
of sin and of salvation. 
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Best Bible Verses. Henry H. Halley, 648p. 
$2.00. 

Most of us are familiar with Halley’s 
Bible Handbook. Some of us may not be 
familiar with Halley’s Best Bible Verses. 
Mr. Halley has just offered the second 
edition of Best Bible Verses to the read- 
ing public. It is a very small book but 
contains verses of the Bible which have 
been loved for years. 

The book is divided into two parts; 
in the first part the verses are listed 
according to the books of the Bible and 
in the second part they are listed accord- 
ing to subject matter. Each verse is writ- 
ten out in full. The author points out 
that this little book is not to be used as 
a substitute for the Bible but rather as 
a companion to it. For those who are 
called upon to bring devotional messages 
this book will be very useful for the 
full text is made available and the sub- 
ject grouping lends itself to ready 
reference. 

R.L.K. 


Comfort for Christians. Arthur W. Pink. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 12ip. $1.75. 

In Comfort for Christians, A. W. Pink 
sets before us the gooiness of God as 
seen in all the ramifications of the Chris- 

Mr. Pink begins his series of messages, 
which formerly were printed in various 
Christian magazines, with a discussion 
of the eighth chapter of the epistle to 
the Romans. He points out the fact that 
we, as blood-bought believers in the 
finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
are no more under God’s wrath and 
condemnation because of sin. The sin 
problem for us has been taken care of 
through the death of our Lord on the 
cross. This fact being true, the author of 
Comfort for Christians is able to set 
forth the great doctrine of the believer’s 
assurance of his salvation which enables 
him to know that while still on earth 
he can be assured of his place in Heaven. 
In these first two chapters Mr. Pink 
draws the great line of distinction be- 
tween our justification, which has to do 
with our position before God, and our 
santification, which has to do with our 
working out experimentally, by daily 
living, the privileges which are ours in 
Christ Jesus. 

Near the end of his study, Mr. Pink 
discusses a portion of the Sermon on the 
Mount especially that portion which has 
to do with the Beatitudes. Not to con- 
fuse grace with works, he states “Our 
meditation upon the Beatitudes would 
not be complete if they did not turn our 
attention to the Person of our Blessed 
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Lord. As we have endeavored to show, 
they describe the character and conduct 
of a Christian, and as Christian char- 
acter is nothing more nor less than 
being experimentally conformed to the 
image of God’s Son, we must turn to 
Him for the perfect pattern. In the Lord 
Jesus Christ we find the brightest mani- 
festation of the highest exemplifications 
of the different spiritual graces which 
are dimly reflected in His followers.” 
This is an excellent little book to place 
in the hands of new converts. Also, those 
who have been long on the way, but not 
living on the way, should obtain a copy 
of Comfort for Christians. 
R.L.K. 


Light From the Cross. Friedrich August 
Tholuck. Moody Press, Chicago, IIL, 
1952. 293p. $3.50. 

In his introduction to this latest 
volume in the Wycliffe Series of Chris- 
tian Classics, Dr. J. C. Macaulay says, 
“I regard it one of the greatest sermonic 
works on the cross ever given to the 
English-speaking world, directly or 
through translation.” There is good 
reason for this high praise because these 
fifteen Passion sermons are superb in 
their clear insight into God’s love and 
holiness, in their personal searching 
quality, and in their directness of per- 
sonal appeal. 

Tholuck spent his life teaching theology, 
but there is not a touch of mustiness in 
these pages. All the exposition is clear 
and easy to follow. Tholuck shows a 
wise and loving understanding of the 
human heart. He never forgets the 
individual and is always pressing for 
personal application of the- truth. His 
great understanding of the human heart 
undoubtedly sprang from his constant 
counselling of students. 

These sermons are not entertaining as 
so many sermons are today, but they are 
a good deal more nourishing. 

R.N.O. 


Sermons From Job. John Calvin, Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. xxxvii, 300p. $4.50. 

The world thinks of Calvin as a great 
theologian, and that he was. However, 
the scholars who were his contempo- 
raries, and the people who heard him, 
hailed him first of all as a great preacher. 
It would appear, suggests Leroy Nixon, 
who has selected and translated these 
sermons on Job from the French, that 
Calvin himself preferred to be known 
as a preacher rather than a theologian. 

In his introduction to these Sermons 
From Job, Nixon describes Calvin’s 
method of preaching. “He used neither 
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manuscript nor notes. He carried with 
him to the desk only the Scriptures. His 
preparation consisted of reading the 
comment of others, working on a very 
careful exegesis of the text, with his 
remarkable linguistic skill and his tre- 
mendous knowledge of the Bible, and 
finally, reflecting on the application 
which he would make to the congrega- 
tion and in what way he could best 
communicate it. All these thoughts were 
then sorted and stored in his amazing 
memory. There is no evidence that he 
prepared an outline in writing, and the 
construction of his sermons would seem 
to indicate that he did not.” 

In this work Calvin came to grips with 
the Majesty and Sovereignty of God. 
Commenting upon the meaning of Job 
as a book Calvin writes: “The story here 
written shows us how we are in the 
hand of God, and that it belongs to Him 
to order our lives and to dispose of them 
according to His good pleasure, and that 
our duty is to submit ourselves to Him 
in all humility and obedience, that it is 
quite reasonable that we be altogether 
His both to live and to die; and even if 
it shall please Him to raise His hand 
against us, though we may not perceive 
for what cause He does it, nevertheless 
we should glorify Him always, con- 
fessing that He is just and equitable, 
that we should not murmur against Him, 
that we should not enter into dispute, 
knowing that if we struggle against Him, 
we shall be conquered.” 

Sermons From Job by John Calvin is 
a treat to read. This work is not for the 
softheaded and the fainthearted. The 
reader is forced to meet God’s sovereign 
will head on. However, to those who are 
numbered among the conquered of grace, 
this work will be a tonic. 

R.L.K. 
The Pastoral Epistles. Kenneth S. Wuest. 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 207p. $2.50. 

The Pastoral Epistles adds another 
book to the shelf of Word Studies in 
the Greek New Testatment by Kenneth 
S. Wuest. To those who have profited by 
his other works this latest volume from 
his pen will be of great spiritual blessing. 

In the spirit of devotion Mr. Wuest 
writes feelingly of the great truths set 
forth in the pastoral epistles. As ever, 
he has the great ability to bring over 
into the English the full force of the 
Greek language. The book contains a 
commentary built upon word studies 
from First and Second Timothy, and 
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Titus. With the commentary is a trans- 
lation and paraphrase of the Greek 
text. To the student of the English Bible 
who does not know the Greek text this 
volume along with the others will be a 
mine of information. The work contains 
a Scriptural index which enables the 
reader to turn to any text desired with 
ease, 
R.L.K. 


The Bible and Christianity. Year, the 
Annual Picture-History, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 196p. $7.95. 

Year Incorporated has given to us 
in a large volume a picture history of 
the Bible and Christianity. Its format 
copies somewhat that of Life magazine. 

Throughout the one hundred and 
ninety-six pages there are many photo- 
graphs tracing the history of the He- 
brews, as set forth in the Old Testament, 
through New Testament times, the early 
beginnings of the Church, and then a 
pictorial history of the Church down 
through the centuries. A modern survey 
of Christianity is also presented in pic- 
tures. With the pictures are pages of 
explanatory text. 

A careful reading of the text indicates 
that the treatment of the Bible is writ- 
ten from the viewpoint of modern critical 
theory. Thus it is not surprising to find 
the Old Testament characterized as 
follows: “Throughout the narrative of 
the Old Testament runs a thread which 
distinguishes this book from all others. 
That thread is man’s search for God. 
Here is a universal story of mankind’s 
hopes and fears which for centuries has 
helped man to better understand himself 
and his purpose in life.” Emphasis is 
placed upon the oral traditions handed 
down from generation to generation 
which finally were collected and codified 
into the present Old Testament. In dis- 
cussing the Person of Christ, nothing is 
said of His virgin birth nor is anything 
said about His resurrection. The resur- 
rection is ignored except a brief mention 
describing the Bible narrative itself. To 
the minds of the authors, Christ was 
merely a human figure of history—great 
to be sure. If a mere sect only believed 
in the virgin birth and the resurrection, 
one could understand why these facets 
of the life of our Lord might be over- 
looked. Since, however, they are the 
foundation doctrines of the Roman 
church as well as conservative Chris- 
tianity, it is hard to appreciate the 
position of the editors of The Bible and 
Christianity. 

As a history, the work seems lacking 
in good historical perspective. The 
article on Fundamentalism pictures 
Moody, Billy Graham, Billy Sunday, 
Aimee Semple McPherson along with 
Harry Emerson Fosdick as their op- 
ponent. 

The book is outstanding for some of 
its omissions. There is nothing said 
about the Bible school movement. None 
of the great conservative seminaries is 
mentioned. Since this book purports to 
be a history one would expect to find 
space given to evangelical Christianity. 
This is not the case. 

R.L.K. 
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@ Banderilla, produced by Good News 
Productions for Paul Freed. 

Paul Freed has been greatly exercised 
at heart over the condition of the Span- 
ish-Protestants. He has gone to Spain, 
seen high officials there, has pushed at 
the matter before members of the United 
States Senate, the Department of State, 
and President Truman. 

In order to highlight a great need he 
has created a motion picture named 
Banderilla. A banderilla is the sharp 
instrument which the picadores thrust 
into a bull in the bull fights in Spain. 
The Protestants are seen to be like a 


bull at bay before many people thrusting 
banderillas into them, destroying their 
liberties, making it almost impossible 
for them to live. 

The motion picture was put together 
by Irvin S. Yeaworth, Jr., of Good News 
Productions, and he has done a remark- 
able job considering the fact that he 
had several thousand feet of amateur 
film to work with. Mr. Yeaworth has 
made a_ smooth-flowing story which 
holds one’s interest from the beginning 
to the end. The film has some of the 
technical defects which go with religious 
pictures, hampered as they are by small 
budgets. It is simply impossible to pro- 
duce a perfect film on a small budget, 
but Mr. Yeaworth has done a remarkable 
job with what he had to start with. If 
you see this film, you will come away 
knowing that there is monstrous per- 
secution of Protestants in Spain, that 
the Roman Catholic Church is as cruel 
as a bull-fighter, and that the situation 
is at a standstill with nothing being 
done about it. This is worth showing in 


your church. 
D.G.B. 





*,.-@ wise mastertuilder 
laid the foundation...°° 
GOD used Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer to establish Dallas Sem- 
inary in 1924, when no inde- 
pendent, theologically conserva- 
tive seminaries existed, to train 
young men to ‘‘Preach the 
Word.”’ 
GOD granted him 28 years as 
president to guide Dallas Sem- 
inary into the achievement of 
his objectives and a public ap- 
proval and a growth beyond his 
dreams. DALLAS Seminary 
praises God for its human 
founder now ‘‘with Christ’’ and 
faithfully continues the minis- 
try he began. 
For a free felder on the life and min- 


istry of Dr. Chafer and other literature 
concerning Dallas Seminary write to 
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3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas, Texas Dr. Lewis Sperry Cuarer, Founder 


DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 











Give Thanks 


... by giving new life and hope 
to the world’s most hopeless 
outcasts—the leprosy stricken 
and their children. 

Your gift this Thanksgiving 
season will help your mission- 
aries provide medicines, food, 
warm clothing and the comfort 
of Christ’s enduring love to 
leprosy victims in all parts of 
the world. 


Send your contribution to 


AMERICAN LEPROSY 
MISSIONS, INC. 
156 Fifth Ave., 48N, New York 10, N. Y. 
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Early part of MOODY’S 


Feb , 1953 
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Announcements 


Devotionally Inspiring 


Available in gold or silver anodize, this 
halice is designed for your present tray. 


Metal, unbreakable, permanent. 





PRO-DEL INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Cumberland, Indiana 


MAKE $50-$60 A WEEK 
You can learn practical nursing at home 
in spare time. Course endorsed by phy- 
sicians. Thousands of graduates. 53rd 
yr. One graduate has charge of 10-bed 
hospital. Another saved $400 while 
learning.. Equipment included. Men, 
women 18 to 60. High school not 
required, Easy tuition payments. Trial plan. Write today. 
CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Dept. 2012, 41 East Pearson Street, Chicago 11, Il. 
+ ACESS Bou Lite vvUlict aad 10 deumyll IWsDV8 boo 
Name. 
City. State. Age. 
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A Prayer Answered 


Many people have been praying about the spiritual condi- 
tion of rural America and for the many pastorless churches. 
One person wrote us: 


“We thank God for another answer to prayer. We 
have sought the Lord for several years to do just what it 
seems He has used you to start. Please give us full infor- 
mation about PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES”— 


WEst VIRGINIA. 


Rural workers have also acclaimed it: 


“We have watched with great interest the develop- 
ment of the PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES and are 
most interested in it as a means to reach multitudes in 
rural America. We are sure it is of God and is one ex- 
cellent means whereby the people may hear the pure 
Word of God where otherwise they would have no oppor- 
tunity”—Drtrector oF A Rurat Missionary SOcIETY. 


How You Can Further This Work 


Do you know of home missionaries or pastors with several 
churches who might better care for their flocks or extend 
their work with the use of PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES? 
Send us their names and addresses and we will send them 
free information. 


An Investment Opportunity 


Some Rural missionaries need these Services but cannot 
afford them. We believe that herein lies a real investment 
opportunity in the spiritual life of America. 


“I think the Services are grand. I know places that 
would be happy for them and I would be glad to have 
oversight of the work. When I mentioned the cost, which 
I know is nominal, they wondered if the offerings would 
be sufficient. Often I go to these places and preach but 
receive very little. Other places, nothing. Often we find 
it necessary to swing over the flour barrel, so to speak, 
and sing the doxology. If that were not the case, I would 
strain things a little farther and take the repay 
myself’—A Missionary IN ARKANSAS. 


lf you care to share in this opportunity, please write us. 
Your gifts will be invested and used to the glory of God. 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Director § RALPH L. KEIPER, Recording Editor 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 10) 


other hand made their campaign 
not so much against Stevenson as 
against Truman and Roosevelt. This 
was probably because the whole 
country sensed that Stevenson 
would be nearer the fifth inch than 
the fourth inch and that Eisenhower 
would be nearer the middle. 

On the whole it has been a very 
healthy election year. The country 
felt the need of strong government 
and felt the need of avoiding ex- 
tremes. The huge vote accorded 
Senator McCarthy illustrated the 
fact that the mass of the people 
felt the danger of the left just as 
the upsurge of the young Repub- 
licans showed the latent fear of the 
extreme right. 

It is sometimes very difficult for 
Americans to comprehend our for- 
eign relations because they do not 
realize the vast difference between 
conditions here and conditions in 
many countries abroad. China with 
its 450,000,000 people has at least 
445,000,000 who know little or noth- 
ing beyond the narrow horizons to 
which they are born. Men drafted 
into the armies do what they are 
told and easily fall into believing 
whatever propaganda is presented 
to them. They have no frame of 
reference with which to make true 
decisions. They must be led. This 
is why China is in the second inch. 
This is why India is in the tenth inch 
and why the Arab States are in the 
eleventh inch. This is why countries 
in which there is more literacy have 
frequently changing governments 
as the interplay of the parties of 
the right and left bring one splinter 
group and then another to a pre- 
carious place of leadership. This is 
why a country like Great Britain 
so evenly divided into classes bal- 
ances between the third-inch Labor- 
ites and the Tories of the seventh 
and eighth inches. 

Now what is the position of the 
true Christian in relation to all of 
these governments? The Bible flatly 
states that a believer is to be subject 
to the powers that be and that they 
are ordained of God (Rom. 13:1). 
There will be some who disagree 
sharply, but I believe true Biblical 
interpretation must mean that the 
born-again believer in whatever 
nation he is living must be subject 
to the powers that are governing in 
that particular nation, no matter 
from which inch they derive their 
philosophy. The liberties which we 
know have stemmed largely from 
the Bible. J. Wesley Bready, in his 
exce'lent book This Freedom — 
Whence? has set forth that our 
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liberties stem directly from the 
Bible and have come to us by means 
of the Protestant Reformation and 
the great awakening under Wesley. 
It is where the Word of God is not 
known that the dignity of human 
personality is minimized and sys- 
tems of government that are alien 
to man’s true freedoms can come to 
power. There is no problem for the 
Christian who lives in any country 
or under any regime which governs 
from the fourth to the ninth inch. 
Under all such governments there 
is sufficient liberty of conscience and 
freedom of speech and worship to 
enable the Christian to have his say 
without fear of loss of life or 
liberty. What about the Christian 
who lives in the extremes? It is very 
easy for Americans to sit here in 
the midst of their liberties and 
criticize their fellow believers who 
are forced to live under a Hitler or 
a Stalin, but the- problem is quite 
different for the one who is in the 
fire. I have heard of the Senator 
from Alabama who made a wild 
speech concerning the horrible con- 
dition of the lower castes in India. 
When it was pointed out to him 
that there were sub-marginal citi- 
zens in his own state who were de- 
prived of all liberties, he replied 
that a politician was silent about 
evils at home, talked moderately 
about evils 500 miles away, vocifer- 
ously about evils that were 1,000 
miles away, and became positively 
rabid on any evils that were more 
than 2,000 miles away. The same is 
frequently true with a criticism of 
Christians in the United States. 

We can take as shining examples 
Pastor Niemoeller, who has had to 
live under Hitler and on the edge of 
the Iron Curtain, and Pastor Hrod- 
maka, who is the present leader of 
the Hungarian Church behind the 
Iron Curtain. There have been 
Christians who have bitterly criti- 
cized these men for trying to live 
with their political regimes. It was, 
and is, however, quite necessary for 
them to come to a modus vivendi 
for themselves and their churches 
under the tyranny to which they 
must in some measure submit. 

We must never forget that the 
early church flourished under the 
Roman Empire and that Paul found 
it compatible to live in Rome for 
several years before the old case 
against him which had been brought 
up by his theological enemies in 
Jerusalem came before the Emperor. 
It is true that there were some 
people that lived in the times of 
the early Church that eagerly rushed 
out to become martyrs in what was 
practically a suicide rush. There are 


DECEMBER 1952 







Choose your 


GIFT BOOKS 


from this outstanding list 
There are Van Kampen books 


for everyone 





GOOD READING FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Radio Pals Marooned 


by Charles Ludwig. A family of boys 
have some exciting adventures. 


10,000 Minutes at Sugar Creek 1,00 
by Paul Hutchens. Latest and most 
amusing of the Sugar Creek Gang 
Series. 


Burt Judson, Detective 1.00 
by George Barnaby. Joe and his sister 
Callie team up with Burt Judson, fine 
Christian detective. 


Crooked Waters 1,50 
by May Hall Thompson. Fifteen-year- 
old Rowene Beecroft did not even 
dream of the many adventures that 
were to befall her, 





Gold of Her Glory $2.00 
by Emmet Russell. A beautiful story 
of Christian romance. 


Wine of Morning 2.50 


by Bob Jones, Jr. A gripping novel 
from the time of Christ. 


Romance of Fire 1,00 
by Paul Hutchens. An action-packed 
story of a young woman's struggle 
against the sinister forces of Chicago's 
underworld. 





ADULT FICTION with a Christian Message — 


Jack Dawn and the 

Vanishing Horses 1,50 
by Joseph W. Coughlin. Jack and his 
friends spend their vacation at a boys’ 
camp in northern Michigan. 


Ginger in Alaska 1,00 


by Dorothy Grunbock Johnston. Second 
book in the Ginger series. 


Tiny Thoughts About God 718 
by Ruth McNaughton. A splendid book 
for pre-school children. 


Billy Listens 35 
by Mildred Morningstar. A completely 
new idea in a book for pre-school 
children. 


Jade Elephant 2.00 
by Elise Fraser. A mystery involving 
a valuta oriental trink trink “if 


Uninterrupted Sky 
by Paul Hutchens. Paul Hutchens ha 
wittion with true unders 

those difficult problems that are the 
experience of many “happily married” 
couples. 


Beggar's King 2.50 
by Howard C. Emmons. A gripping 
story of faith and romance during the 
first century. 








MORE SUGGESTIONS FOR YEAR-ROUND READING PLEASURE 


The Disciplines of Life $2.00 
by V. Raymond Edman. 31 disciplines of 
life beginning with “D,” each preceded 
by a carefully selected poem. 


Gleanings from the Word 2.00 
by Keith L. Brooks. Many choice pas- 
sages of Scripture to present some great 
truth of daily importance, 


Trails of Yesteryear 3.00 
by Paul Hutchens. An array of nostalgic 
verse that is definitely a part of Ameri- 
cana, well seasoned with spiritual re- 
minders. 
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The Bible Has the Answer 2.00 


by Dale Crowley. Basically a quiz book, 
but can be used for study as well. Quizzes 
for all ages, stations in life, events and 
conditions. 


How to Live with Yourself 1.00 
by Merv Rosell. God's blueprint for living. 


Revival in our Time 2.00 


The remarkable inav: ‘guration and | develop- 
ment of the now inter known 
Billy Graham evangelistic crusade, 
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stories of those who left the crowd 
where they were in freedom and 
rushed upon the pyre where some 
leader was being burned at the 
stake. While the Lord permitted 
this, we can seriously question 
whether it was His directive lead- 
ing. One may say that it is easy to 
die for Christ—let’s face the fact 
that it is a whole lot harder to live 
for Christ under certain circum- 
stances. And whi'e it is true that we 
are not in any wise minimizing the 
great fact that ‘‘the blood of the 


martyrs is the seed of the Church’’ 
we must stress the fact that it is 
living witnesses that the Lord needs 
in the day-by-day walks of life and 
in the midst of the most trying cir- 
cumstances. The importance of the 
word ‘‘in’’ which is to be found in 
Romans 8:37 is very important ‘‘in 
all these things we are more than 
conquerors, ’’—and the list includes 
famine, nakedness, and the sword. 
it is the unfailing peace of the be- 
liever and his calm triumph in all 
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While the roots of PHILA-BI are deeply entrenched 
in the training of qualified Christian workers, its 
many branches afford another avenue for service. 


Correspondence Courses or Annuity Plan to 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


of these ecireumstances that must 
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Our faculty not only teaches but also responds to 
many opportunities to preach the gospel in churches 
and youth groups — thus fulfilling the Scriptures, 
“and daily in the temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 


The Christian Service Department is one of the vital 
branches of the Institute. Through Bible Clubs, 
Good News Clubs, Sunday School classes, prison 
and rescue mission services our students conserva- 
tively reported leading over 3000 souls to Christ 
during the 1951-52 school year. 


For those unable to study at PHILA-BI 13 profitable 
courses have been arranged for study by corre- 
spondence. While the roots of PHILA-BI are in 
Philadelphia this phase of our ministry enables us 
to branch out far beyond our borders. : 


For those who want to share in the blessings of 
PHILA-BI through their gifts, Philadelphia Bible 
Institute offers an Annuity Plan which helps support 
the ministry above. “The sun never sets on its 
graduates.” 






Write for 
descriptive literature on 





When you give 


to PHILA-BI 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. you circle the 
Dr. Crarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean globe 


Accredited in Collegiate Division by Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Cuileges 
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give the Devil some of his bitterest 
dust. 

Niemoeller was a good German 
citizen. In the first World War he 
fought for his country as it was his 
duty to do. He became captain of a 
submarine and at the orders of his 
country shot the torpedoes that sank 
Allied ships and sent many people 
to death. This is not incompatible 
with his being a true Christian any 
more than it is incompatible for a 
born-again aviator in the United 
States Army to have dropped a 
blockbuster or an atomic bomb which 
destroyed great sections of modern 
cities. Beyond any question born- 
again men by the thousands shot at 
each other in the United States 
during the war between the states, 
and some of our finest Christians in 
public life in the history of the 
United States were men such as 
Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jack- 
son. i 

When Hitler came to power it 
was necessary for Niemoeller to live 
under the Hitler regime. Niemoeller 
consistently witnessed for Christ 
when Hitler came to power, and it 
was not long before he came into 
difficulties with the new regime; yet 
he paid his taxes to Hitler as a good 
Christian German should have done 
and conformed to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake (1 Pet. 
2:13) as the Bible commanded him 
to do. Yet as soon as there was a 
matter of principle involved it was 
not long before he was put into 
prison camp. It is reported that 
one of his fellow ministers came to 
call on him to ask him why he took 
an attitude so uncompromising. It 
is reported that the conversation 
went something like this: The friend 
asked, ‘‘Why are you in prison?’’ 
Niemoeller replied, ‘‘Why aren’t 
you in prison?’’ He had rendered 
unto Caesar the things that were 
Caesar’s and unto God the things 
that were God’s. It was when Caesar 
wanted to replace God that the 
Christian came into conflict with the 
government. There were thousands 
of Christians, however, who were 
not in the place of top leadership, 
for whom the conflict never became 
necessary. Little Hans obeyed his 
draft order, donned his uniform, 
went into the army, lived as a Chris- 
tian, probably received the jibes and 
jeers of some of his companions, but 
fought like a good soldier and per- 
haps died before Stalingrad, or on 
the Western Front. 

Most recently there has been 
strong criticism of Hromadka be- 
cause he came from behind the Iron 
Curtain to the Conference on Faith 
and Order which met at Lund in 
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Sweden. It 1s not my purpose here 
to discuss the theology or the 
ecumenical relationships of the men 
who met at Lund. Let us not be so 
blind in our theological position 
that we do not recognize that there 
are many, many thousands of born- 
again people with whom we shall 
be in Heaven forever, who are in 
the National Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches. 
I do not suppose that even the most 
rabid fundamentalist would deny 
this fact. It would be well for every 
born again believer to appraise in a 
thoughtful way his own attitude 
toward these vast numbers of people 
who are undoubtedly going to be 
with us together in Heaven. We 
wish them to grant us our rights of 
conscience to speak out in the cause 
of the purity of the Gospel, and we 
should not be reluctant to grant 
them the same measure of liberty 
which we require for ourselves. 

To get back to Lund, however, 
Hromadka made an address in which 
he set forth the spiritual and theo- 
logical principle that it was not in- 
compatible for a Christian to live 
behind the Iron Curtain under the 
Communist regime and to render 
unto Sta'in-Caesar the things that 
are Stalin-Caesar’s, without in any 
wise compromising his rendition of 
the things that be'ong to God. I 
know that there have been those who 
have screamed at the top of their 
voices that the presence of American 
members of the World Council of 
Churches on the same platform with 
Hromadka constituted a leaning 
toward Communism, brt I think 
these men are being naive and un- 
wil'ing to face realities both of 
theology and of ordinary living. 
There is good evidence that Hro- 
madka is a born-again man (as there 
is for Niemoeller). I have talked 
with both of these men personally 
and believe that they are, unques- 
tionably, brothers in Christ. I am 
not going to condemn them because 
they do not .always dot their i’s 
with the same ink that I use, or cross 
their t’s at the same angle to which 
I am accustomed in my scratchy 
writing. 

The case of Hromadka is perhaps 
the most difficult in our day simply 
because the ideology of Communism 
is the ideology of atheism fostered 
by revolutionaries who knew no 
Christianity but that of the Russian 
Orthodox Church and who saw, 
rightly, that that type of religion 
was the opiate of the people, and 
concluded that there was no other 
religion that could act otherwise, 
simply becarse they had never seen 
it operate. I can imagine, if I were 
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a Pole living in Warsaw, or a 
Czech, like Hromadka, living in 
Prague, that I should take roughly 
the same attitude myself that he 
does. I would not hesitate to 
pay my taxes to the Communist 
government which God would have 
put over me and to obey the rules 
imposed concerning religious gath- 
erings. I would preach freely, that 
the Chureh of Jesus Christ has 
nothing to do at the present time 
with the kingdom of God and that 
it was my business to stand merely 
as a witness of man’s complete 
ruin in sin and God’s perfect remedy 
in Christ. I would preach publicly 
that Christ’s first coming was for 
the salvation of individuals and 
that it would take the Second Com- 
ing of Christ to deal with the prob- 
lems of government and nationality. 

While we wait for that Second 
Coming any type of government is 
possible from the first to the eleventh 
inch and it is not incompatible for 
a Christian to live his life under 
any of these methods of government. 
I possibly would come into some 
difficulties with the authorities but 
I would tell them that mv work was 
spiritual and that I wovld teach my 
congregation to be obedient to the 
laws that were put over them, to 
furnish a full sixty minutes of work 
for sixty minutes wages, not to 
break the laws of the black market, 
not to assemble clandestinely and to 
perform whatever task that was as- 
signed to them. I would tell mv con- 
gregation that in their own hearts 
they were to believe in their own 
inherent sinfulness from Adam and 
in redemption through the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His blood. I would 
tell them to witness to others, that 
there could be peace that passeth 
all understanding within the heart 


under whatever circumstances of 
life and obedience to authorities 
under the command of God. Above 
all I would teach my congregation 
that they were to demonstrate Chris- 
tian life and morality and ethics in 
all of their relationships with men 
and that they should not seek to 
impose their system of morality in 
secondary matters. 

Probably no one believes in the 
right of private property more than 
I, and I am convinced that the com- 
mandment ‘‘Thou shalt not steal’’ 
is not only an ethic for myself which 
orders me to keep my hands off 
another’s property but that it is 
the greatest protection which I can 
have in the world for the right of 
my own private property. I believe 
that God established private prop- 
erty as shown in the Jewish law that 
a man was to own his own field, and 
in Biblical prophecy I read that 
under the. millennium every man 
will have his own vine and fig tree 
(Mic. 4:4). This does not mean that 
I could not live on a co'lective farm 
in Russia as a Christian. This does 
not mean either that, if I were 
Hromadka, I would consider it my 
duty to preach against collective 
farming. If someone says but this 
is compromise, then Christ and Paul 
were compromisers because they 
lived in the Roman Empire and 
never lifted up their voices once 
against the slavery that bound half 
of the population where God had 
certainly meant men to be free. 
Rather we discover the Holy Spirit 
giving direct commandments to 
slaves to obey their masters, and 
they were told not only to obey the 
‘‘good and gentle,’’ but also the 
‘‘froward.’’ This incidentally is a 
very interesting word. The Greek is 
skolios and is the word used by 
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Joy to the World! 


The Lord is come... 


It is with the true joy which only those 
who believe in Christ know that we 
again welcome another Christmas . . . 
The world about us, filled with uncertain- 
ties, cannot sing our song of joy 
because our Saviour does not reign in 
their hearts . . . ours truly is a special 
carol this Christmastide for we have come 
to comprehend The wonders of His love. 


Dr. Barnhouse and all the staff of The 
Bible Study Hour take this occasion 
to send greetings to all our listeners 
with every good wish for this 

joyful season. 


As we rejoice together in our Lord and 
Saviour this Christmas, may we remember those 
who are not yet receiving these broadcasts of Bible 
study by taking this opportunity of giving from 

our prosperity to extend this ministry to 
every part of the nation. Your Christmas gifts 
for this work are greatly needed and will be 
appreciated by us and by those who receive 


the messages as they go out over the air 
week by week. 


HEARD EVERY SUNDAY 


es 
Location Station Kes. Time 
Alabama Birmingham «SGN 610 ke 2:00T 
Dothan WAGF 1320 ke 3:00T 
Artzons Tucson KCNA $80ke 4:30T 
California Oakland KROW 960 ke 6:30T 
Wasco KWSO 1050 ke §3=—.2:30T 
Coloredo Pueblo KcS]J $90 kc. 1:00T 
Dist. of 
Columbia Washington WWDC 1260 ke 9:30T 
Flavide Se. Petersburg WSUN 620ke 2:00f 
Georgia Decatur- 
Atlanta WGLS 970ke = 1:00T 
Ulinoss Chicago WCFL 1000 ke = $:30F 
Louisiana New Orleans WWEZ 690ke 2:00F 
Massachusetts Boston WMEX 1510ke 2:00t 
Michigan Detroit CKLW 800 ke §8=9:30T 
Minnetnte Minneapolis KTIS 900 k : 
(Saturday) 00 ke 6:30T 
Mississippi West Point WROB 1450 ke 3 =7:30* 
Yazoo City WAZF 1230ke 5:30T 
Missouri Kansas City WHB 710ke 8 8:30* 
Montana 
(Tuesday) Bozeman KBMN 1230 ke 7:00T 











New York New York WJZ 770 ke 9: 00* 
(Saturday) Rochester WVET 1280 ke =: 00 
North 
Cerolina Mount Airy WPAQ 740 ke 9:00° 
Obio Canton WAND 900 ke §=—.2:00F 
Cleveland WHK 1420 ke = 3:30T 
Columbus WHKC 610 kc 9:00* 
Penna. Altoona WVAM 1430 ke} =—.2:30T 
Carlisle WLXW 1380 ke =. 23 0F 
Erie WJET 1570 ke = 9:00* 
Philadelphia WIP 610 ke 8:30* 
Red Lion WGCB 1440 ke} = 4:00T 
Sayre WATS 147% ke |= 9 10* 
Scranton WARM $90ke 9 9:30°* 
Rhode 
Island Providence WPTL-FM 91.5 me 8:30T 
Tennessee Chattanooga WAPO 1150 ke 8:30° 
Johnson 
City WIHL - 9Oke 2:00 
Memphis WHBQ $60ke 9:00f 
Nashville WNAH 1360 ke 4:00T 
Texas Amarillo KLYN 940ke 2:00T 
Fort Worth KCNC 870ke 4:00T 
Tyler KGKB 1490 ke =. 230f 
Virginia Farmville WFLO 870 ke 2:00f 
Richmond W®“'L Oke 4:30T 
Roanoke WSLS 610ke 1:30T 
Washington Ephrata KULE 7:30ke 8:15° 
Tacoma KTAC 830ke 3:30T 
West Bluefield WHIS 1440 ke 2:00T 
Virginia Charleston WTIP 1240ke 1:30T 
Wheeling WWVA 1170 ke 1:00T 
Panama Panama City HOXO 760ke 8:30T 
(Monday) * a. m. 
p. m. 
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orthopedic physicians for skoliosis 
which is a curvature of the spine. 
The slaves therefore were ordered 
to obey their crooked masters as 
well as those that were good and 
gentle. 

May it please God that we here 
in America may have our liberties 
preserved and that we may live as 
close to the middle of the ruler as is 
possible. The best government that 
could ever be upon this earth is not 
a government of any of the inches 
on man’s ruler, but the absolute 
despotism of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the benevolent despot. Short of 
this, human beings are fortunate to 
live near the middle of the ruler. 
Let not those, however, who have 
these blessed liberties which are 
ours, which enable us to speak so 
freely (and frequently so thought- 
lessly), make the task of our broth- 
ers who live behind the Iron Cur- 
tains of politics and the more 
terrible and harder curtains of 
thought more difficult because they 
are aware of the incomprehension 
of their way of living. 

Let us pray earnestly for the 
Christians in Northern Korea, in 
China, in Russia, in the border 
countries behind the Iron Curtain 
and for all who are in places which 
the Bible describes as ‘‘habitations 
of cruelty’? (Psa. 74:20). ‘‘We 
know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the 
brethren’? (John 3:14), and cer- 
tainly our regeneration should cause 
us to think with the deepest pity 
and tenderest love toward our most 
unfortunate Christian brethren who 
are forced to live in places of deep- 
est trial. Our hearts should go out 
to them day by day. And we should 
seize every opportunity to express 
our love for them and our under- 
standing of the delicate task which 
is theirs in living where Caesar 
demands so many of the things that 
are God’s. END 
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A GLORIOUS TESTIMONY 
(Continued from page 12) 
holiness and presence, that is the 
light from which spring spontane- 
ously the fruits and fragrances and 
flowers of a God-like and holy life. 

That is a vital truth for us to 
grasp. It is not turning churchward 
that transforms a man or woman. It 
certainly is not turning to a preacher 
or a minister that transforms a man 
or woman. It was said once, and you 
have probably heard this story, that 
a drunken man stopped D. L. 
Moody in the streets of Glasgow 
and said to him: ‘‘ You know, I am 
one of your converts.’’ And Moody 
said: ‘‘ You look like it, my friend, 
that’s just the sort of job I would 
make of a man. Let me lead you to 
One who can transform a man.’’ 
And it is when our lives are focused 
Godward, having first come to Jesus 
Christ ; and we bask in all the sun- 
shine of His grace and smile and 
dwell deeply in the Word and open 
to His commands and truth; it is 
then that the beauty of the Lord 
our God is upon us. 

When you take a photograph, you 
take a sensitized film and you ex- 
pose it to the image that you desire 
to come upon it. So you take a re- 
deemed and sensitized life and you 
open it Godward and say: ‘‘My soul 
longeth for Thee, O God.’’ Then you 
find He is a sun and a shield. He 
will give grace and glory. Grace to 
inwork and glory to outshine. ‘‘No 
good thing will He withhold from 
them that walk uprightly.’’ 

Now the Psalmist was not a man 
whose life had been lived all the 
time in the sunshine. He was no 
fairweather child of God. He can 
write here, ‘‘Who passing through 
the valley of weeping can make it 
a well.’’ There are two things to do 
when we pass through the valley 
of weeping. We can either let that 
weeping sour us and embitter us, or 
we can dig a well of spiritual ex- 
perience in that it can drive us in 
as it were on God, and we can find 
such an inflow of grace and strength 
that it becomes a well from which 
we drink. Yes, and a well that we 
leave for others from our experience 
to drink from too, just as Abraham 
dug the wells and successive gener- 
ations drank of them. That is what 
we are doing when we sing the 
hymns of Bonner and Rutherford 
and Frances Ridley Havergal. Are 
we not drinking of the wells that 
they dug when they passed through 
the valley of weeping? 

That is just what God does with 
sorrow. That is just how God uses 
it. ‘‘And oft the dews of sorrow,’’ 
says Rutherford, ‘‘were lustered 
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with His love.’’ And, of course, we 
know enough of life to know that 
this is true, do we not? There is, of 
course, a problem of suffering, but 
there would be a bigger problem 
without suffering in this world. If 
we were denied suffering, we would 
be denied patience. We would be 
denied the loving ministry of wife 
to husband, of husband to wife, of 
daughter to mother, of mother to 
children. We should be denied all 
the gracious influences that come 
upon humanity through suffering, 
and the glory of suffering is that 
we may bring our tears to God and 
find that He is a sun transforming 


them into a rainbow for our bless- 
ing, as a testimony to others and 
to bring glory to Himself. 

What after all is a rainbow but 
sorrow lustered with love? God is a 
sun in His beautifying grace. 

God is also a sun in His use of 
earthly atmosphere. Let me remind 
you of something that must be 
familiar to you, and yet perhaps we 
sometimes miss its meaning. Surely 
the Psalmist, at any rate, must have 
thought at times, as we think when 
we are children in our very early 
days, that the sun breaks over the 
hills. Perhaps there had been a day 
when he was a boy and he climbed 
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up the mountain to get nearer the 
sun that he might the better bask 
in its rays in the early cool of morn- 
ing, and strangely enough as he 
climbed the mountain he found the 
vegetation got less, and instead of 
growing warmer he grew cooler. He 
was nearer the sun but further from 
its warmth. Nearer the brightness 
but further from the blessing. 
There is another illustration of 
that. In an airplane you can go up 
to about 10,000 feet in reasonab'e 
comfort if it has no pressurized 
eabin, but when you rise higher 
than that cold is intense, and the 
air is rarefied. We are nearer the 
sun and further from its blessing. 
The glorious blessings of the sun 
are mediated to us by the envelope 
and ti e atmosphere of earth. We all 
know that to be true. If we could 
go to the highest mountain, Mt. 
Everest, we should perish, though 
we should be nearer to the sun. If 
we could climb into the stratosphere 
in an airplane, again we should 
perish unless we had a pressurized 
eabin or oxygen apparatus. Now the 
blessings of the sun are mediated to 
us through the atmosphere of earth. 
And oh, dear friends, we so often 
ery, ‘‘O, God, if I could get nearer 
to Thee, then indeed I should be 
blessed. If I could only get out of 
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these surroundings then I should 
indeed be a saint.”’ 

Not so. God is reaching to us all 
the time and giving us His blessing 
through the atmosphere of earth in 
which we move: by the strength he 
gives to be true in temptation in 


business, by the victory over sin 
which He gives us when we are sur- 
rounded by sin, maybe in the college 
or the armed forces, by the grace 
that He gives when everything 
within us wants to stop and duty 
insists that we go on, by the finding 
of the presence of Christ in the 
kitchen and at the office desk and 
in the factory, and the witness for 
Him in these places. These are the 
things that bring to us the grace of 
God ; these are the things that bring 
flooding into the soul the glory of 
Heaven. And we learn a very pre- 
cious lesson when we learn that the 
glory of God is mediated to us 
through the common things of life. 

And yet why should we be sur- 
prised ? God chooses a fisherman and 
His Son was a carpenter, and the 
illustrations of the New Testament, 
as we all know are the illustrations 
of the fishing boat, and the plow ‘in 
the field, and the pots in the kitchen, 
and the candle on the candlestick. 
In other words, Jesus was saying to 
His disciples, that they hadn’t to 
‘*climb the Heavenly steep to bring 
the Lord Christ down.’’ We find 
Christ in the common ordinary 
things of life; not shut away in a 
monastery or convent, but in the 
busyness of ‘the daily round and 
common task. 

You find here an indication of 
the centrality of God. The Psalmist 
had grasped this in advance of the 
scientists. At any rate, we know this, 
that the world so long as it tried to 
make this earth the center of the 
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universe and peer through its tele- 
scopes at the thousands of planets 
around us could make no sense or 
order of it. But when they realized 
that far from the whole universe’s 
turning around the earth, the earth 
found its sphere in fitting into the 
plan of God and moving around the 
orbit of the sun, then there was 
order, and then there was purpose. 

My friend, you will never know 
what real peace is if you think that 
God’s plan is moving round your 
life and you are the center and soul 
of it. Neither will we understand 
prayer so long as we think that 
prayer is our impinging on God’s 
will and changing it for Him. Peace 
comes when Christ is Lord; when 
God is central; when our content- 
ment is finding and fitting into the 
perfect plan of God. When we 
realize that all things are working 
to the day when every knee shall 
bow before Jesus Christ, and we who 
are His anticipate that day and bow 
our knee before Him we find that 
that brings peace and tranquility 
and purpose into the life, and we 
are caught up in a perfect ordered 
plan for the gathering out of the 
church from every nation and the 
bringing home of the Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. There is a plan, there is 
order in the world, there is purpose 
and sublime joy for the child of God 
in making the will of God supreme. 
The svn in its centrality speaks to 
us of the God in control. 

There is a change at the end of the 
text, ‘‘The Lord God is a sun and 
a shield.’” How can a sun be a 
shield? ‘‘No good thing will He 
withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly.’’ Surely the sun is a shield 
in this sense, that the moment that 
we pass out of the sun’s rays we 
know we are in darkness. God 
shields His child from sin, by letting 
the shadow fall of His withdrawn 
blessing on the life, when His chil- 
dren move out of the will of God. 

And so we rejoice in God not 
only as a sun but as a shield. We 
rejoice in the brightness of His 
presence that shines into our lives 
and woos us from the things that 
mar us and grieve Him, the things 
that we are ashamed of as we medi- 
tate on the holiness of God. He 
shields us from these things by the 
very brightness of His countenance 
and the glory of His holiness. 

“The Lord God is a sun and 
shield ; the Lord will give grace and 
glory. No good thing will He with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly. 
O Lord of Hosts, blessed (happy) 
is the man that trusteth in Thee.’’ 


END 
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PSALM OF THE VIRGIN 
(Continued from page 15) 
Like Mary, we must come in humble 
adoration and confession—confess- 
ing our need of a Saviour. This is 
the secret of real joy. This is the 
secret of making the Lord great in 
our lives. 

Mary’s testimony to her joy grows 
out of an experience which she 
relates in the following verse (48) : 
‘For He hath regarded the low 
estate of His handmaiden: for, be- 
hold, from henceforth all genera- 
tions shall call me blessed.’’ With 
great gratitude she marvels that 
out of her poverty comes great 
riches, that she, unknown to man, 
should be blessed by God. What 
was the nature of her ‘‘low estate’’? 
It might be that we would not have 
known of her poverty if it had not 
been for a mere detail which Luke 
tells as he relates the story of the 
family’s going to the Temple to 
fulfill the days of Mary’s purifica- 
tion. In chapter two of Luke we 
read: ‘‘And when eight days were 
accomplished for the cirecumcising 
of the child, His name was called 
Jesus, which was so named of the 
angel before He was conceived in 
the womb. And when the days of 
her purification according to the law 
of Moses were accomplished, they 


brought Him to Jerusalem, to pre- 
sent Him to the Lord; (As it is 
written in the law of the Lord, 
every male that openeth the womb 
shall be called holy to the Lord;) 
And to offer a sacrifice according to 
that which is said in the law of the 
Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons’’ (2 :21-24). 

As we turn to the law of Moses, 
we find an amazing thing in Leviti- 
cus, chapter twelve, at verse eight: 
‘*And if she be not able to bring a 
lamb, then she shall bring two tur- 
tles, or two young pigeons: the one 
for the burnt-offering, and the other 
for a sin-offering: and the priest 
shall make an atonement for her, 
and she shall be clean.’’ If we drop 
back to verse six of the twelfth 
chapter we discover that the require- 
ment was a lamb. In verse eight, a 
lamb need not be brought if the 
family be in dire circumstances. 
Thus, we can see with what delicacy 
Luke records the fact of the family’s 
poverty by merely quoting the last 
part of the requirement for puri- 
fication. And in a beautiful manner, 
Mary, not glorifying in her poverty, 
states it as a matter of fact by the 
words ‘‘He hath regarded my low 
estate.’’ No wonder the mother of 
the Child, the worshiper of the Son, 
the magnifier of the Lord should 





rejoice.in this great token of grace. 

And from this paean of praise, 
she goes on in her psalm to a great 
testimony to God, the Father. Six 
things she says about Him. She 
speaks of His holiness, of His merey, 
of His strength, of His justice, of 
His goodness, and of His faithful- 
ness. As we examine each part of 
her psalm we must be impressed 
with the insight she possessed as a 
Jewish maiden of great piety. First 
of all, she couples the holiness of 
God with His strength. She sings: 
‘‘For He that is mighty hath done 
to me great things; and holy is His 
name’’ (v. 49). By the terms 
‘‘mighty’’ and ‘‘holy’’ Mary indi- 
eates the ability of God to work in 
her behalf. Nothing is impossible to 
Him. In calm confidence she rests 
in His will. She did not understand 
what was happening to her. Luke 
tells us that these strange things 
she ‘‘pondered in her heart.’’ Hers 
was not to doubt. Hers was to medi- 
tate. Her God was large enough for 
any exigency. Miracles were the 
everyday work of her God. And by 
the term ‘‘holy’’ she sets forth her 
belief in a God who does all things 
well. No impurity could be laid at 
His door. He was not like the gods 
of the heathen. He was holy. Down 
through the centuries, in the midst 
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of heathendom, yea, even in sinning 
God’s name, and that for 
which the name stood, was holy. 

But God is not only mighty and 
holy, He is also merciful. In her 
psalm Mary continues: ‘‘And His 
mercy is on them that fear Him 
from generation to generation’’ 
(v. 50). Again, in this verse two 
words are outstanding: ‘‘fear’’ and 
‘‘merey.’’ Men generally fear their 
gods. Especially those whose power 
is manifested in evil toward those 
who would appease them. Pagans 
never know a god of mercy, whether 
they be pagans of the past or pagans 
of the present. Their gods they fear 
with the fear of terror. Strange as 
it seems, the word which Mary uses 
here is that of fright. From the 
original word we have our English 
words ‘‘phobic,’’ and ‘‘ phobia.’’ One 
wonders what she means to imply. 
Does she believe that God, like the 
gods of the heathen is to be feared 
in the sense of fright? We believe 
not! It would appear that Mary, as 
she sings, is saying in so many 
words, ‘‘You fear God? Don’t “4 
afraid, for He is the God of mercy !’’ 
“Mercy” is a wonderful word. It 
means literally ‘‘life from others.’’ 
As a pious Jewish maiden, there 
can be no doubt of the fact that 
Mary was familiar with the way in 
which God had dealt mercifully 
with her people Israel. Abraham 
was given a land and a promise. 
Moses was given a princess to care 
for him and a king’s treasury to 
pay for his education. Israel was 
delivered from the pharaohs through 
the mercy of God; fed by God’s 
hand in the wilderness and led by 
Moses and then by Joshua into the 
land of promise; given judges to 
rule over them; later kings to lead 
them and prophets to instruct them 
and priests to bring them to God, all 
through the mercy of the Heavenly 
Father. And now, for Mary, there 
was the crowning blessing, the 
blessing of being the one through 
whom the Christ-child should come. 
Israel knew only a God of mercy, 
and toward this God there need be 
no pagan fear. 

By now, it can be seen in this song 
of Mary that as she testifies to her 
God she does so by recalling the 
entire Old Testament to witness the 
integrity of her Heavenly Father. 
In verse fifty-one she continues, 
singing: ‘‘He hath showed strength 
with His arms; He hath scattered 
the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts.’’ The word ‘‘strength’’ 
differs from the word ‘‘mighty’’ 
(v. 49) in that ‘‘mighty’’ has to do 
with what God is able to do. It is the 
term which has to do with ability, 
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the word from which we have such 
words in English as ‘‘plutocrat,’’ 
‘‘aristocrat,’’ ‘‘autocrat,’’ and 
‘*democrat,’’ signifying a character 
of ruling whether by the rich, the 
best, a self-appointed one, or the 
people. By the use of this word 
Mary is bringing before us that in 
His rule over the affairs of men, 
especially her people, God hath re- 
membered the humble, ‘‘he has seat- 
tered the proud.’’ Mary truly be- 
lieved that it paid to serve the Lord. 
God knew the hearts of men. Books 
may not have been balanced imme- 
diately upon the doing of a deed, 
but God, as a Bookkeeper never 
failed. Space does not permit us to 
draw all the lessons from Mary’s 
psalm. Suffice it to say that her 
faith in the Lord was such that she 
could rest her case with God. Pride, 
she knew to be dangerous. Would 
that her modern defamers knew this 
lesson. The proud would always fail. 
God would see to it personally. He 
would waste them. He would squan- 
der them. He would scatter them. 
He would bring them to naught. 
This was the testimony of the virgin 
mother. 

Mary continues: ‘‘He hath put 
down the mighty from their seats, 
and exalted them of low degree’’ 
(v. 52). Again appeal is made to 
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God’s integrity. Mary shows how 
He will not be interfered with where 
justice is concerned. She uses strong 
words to speak of God’s righteous- 
ness. Literally, she says, ‘‘Set down 
from their thrones have the mighty 
been.’’ Historically, this was true. 
Empires had arisen and fallen. 
Israel had been oppressed by Egypt, 
Persia, Greece, and now Rome. 
Each time God had put down the 
mighty and had lifted up His own 
people. Would He do it again? 
There was no doubt in Mary’s mind. 
Subsequent history has proved her 
faith well founded. And powers 
today would oppress the people of 
God, but the God of Mary is still 
the same, He is still setting down 
the mighty that he might exalt 
those of low degree. God is ever just 
and righteous. 

But Mary dwells not alone on the 
righteousness of God, but also on 
His goodness. ‘‘He hath filled the 
hungry with good things; and the 
rich He hath sent empty away’’ 
(v. 53). Here, the virgin mother 
speaks of God’s marvelous provi- 
dence. Day by day she knew what it 
meant to be fed at God’s hand. 
Comparing the accounts of Matthew 
and Luke, we learn that both Mary 
and Joseph had implicit faith in 
the God of their fathers. We know 
that they were poor as shown by 
the offering of purification. But yet, 
in the midst of their earthly pov- 
erty they possessed the wealth of 
Heaven—a God whom they knew 
would meet their earthly need. Mary 
does not mean to imply that God 
arbitrarily hates men because of 
their great possessions. On the con- 
trary, she suggests that men of 
wealth often feel no need of God’s 
goodness and so they go away from 
Him empty. Yet how tragic when 
even the rich realize one day that 
their wealth cannot give them the 
things their souls cry out for so 
persistently. 

Mary closes her wonderful testi- 
mony to the God of her fathers by 
singing of His faithfulness. ‘‘He 
hath helped His servant Israel in 
remembrance of His mercy (v. 54). 
How did God help Israel? In the 
Greek words that Mary uses is a 
beautiful picture. In the word 
‘*help’’ there is the idea of ‘‘taking 
against, or receiving against one- 
self.’’ In the word ‘‘servant,’’ is the 
root word for ‘‘slaves, the age of 
children.’’ Could it be that Mary, 
looking back upon her people’s 
history, saw old Jacob, a slave to 
himself, becoming Israel, a slave of 
God, not by natural compulsion 
but by that sovereign act of grace 
which brought Jacob over against 





God Himself? The Greek word im- 
plies a forceful acceptance, in fact 
the very act of seizure. When you 
consider that Jehovah did wrestle 
with Jacob even to the point of the 
disjointing of his person, you can 
see that the word that Mary uses 
is well chosen indeed. 

At this point, a critical reader 
may well ask, ‘‘How could a simple 
Jewish maiden know so much the- 
ology? Do you not overdraw the 
picture? May this not be a psalm 
composed by the priests of old and 
attributed to her?’’ If so, then Luke 
is to be charged with gross literary 
immorality. But we have no reason 
to question Luke’s integrity. As in 
his day so in ours, many whom the 
world counts ignorant and obscure 
live close to God. They know His 
Word and also His great heart. By 
experience they know how God has 
dealt with them, and they can re- 
call, through their study of the 
Book, how God has dealt with His 
own people through the centuries. 
They may well be ignorant of the 
ways of the world, but the ways of 
the Word they thoroughly know. 
Such a one was Mary. 

Having expressed her joy in her 
Lord, having given her testimony 
to the God of her fathers, she now 
comes to the end of her psalm. To 
what does she turn our attention? 
To the almightiness of her God? To 
His strength, holiness and justice, 
to His goodness and faithfulness? 
To none of these does she make 
reference. She turns our attention 
to the Word of God. ‘‘As He spake 
to our fathers, to Abraham, and to 
His seed for ever’’ (v. 55). In this 
one clear statement Mary puts her 
critics on notice that her song is 
no fantastic vision. Her testimony 
is not a myth. Her testimony rests 
upon the Word of the living God. 
‘*Even as He spake.’’ Doubt it if 
you must! Challenge it if you will! 
Mary believed that God spoke to 
the fathers, to Abraham, and to His 
seed forever. It is indeed interest- 
ing that Mary should begin her 
song by rejoicing in the living Word 
and should close her song by resting 
in the written Word, the Word 
spoken by the God of her fathers, 
to them and to their seed forever. 
It is only as we rest in the written 
Word that we can rejoice in the 
living Word. And as we rejoice in 
the living Word we shall come to 
know the God of holiness, of mercy, 
of strength, of justice, of goodness, 
and of faithfulness. Let us come to 
the Saviour and magnify Him as our 
Lord. Let us, this Christmas time, 
sing from our hearts the psalm of 
Mary, blessed of God. ENp 
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THY SALVATION 
(Continued from page 19) 
makes plain, the sacrifice had to be 
perfect. 

We know the Lord to be such. He 
was without sin. We read in the 
espistles that ‘‘in him was no sin,’’ 
and though He took our nature upon 
Him yet He was without sin. And 
though He was made sin for us, yet 
He knew no sin. In His life none of 
His enemies could accuse Him of any 
sin, or lay any sin to His charge. 
And in the centuries since, none of 
His critics have been able to impute 
to Him any sin. 

It was necessary that this be so for 
eorruptible things cannot accomplish 
redemption. 

When our Lord came among the 
multitudes gathered about John the 
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Baptist, the same John who was sent 
before Him to prepare His ways, 
John seeing Him coming said, Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world. God’s 
lamb, the lamb of God’s own provid- 
ing, with the tremendous purpose of 
worldwide redemption had come. 
And that redemption was declared 
by Peter when he wrote in his first 
epistle, ‘‘Ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and 
gold—but with the precious blood of 
Christ as a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.”’ 

The offering was without blemish 
or spot so that the salvation it 
brought would be perfected, or with- 
out flaw or weakness. The sacrificial 
lamb of the early Hebrews was suffi- 
cient for the sin of one man. The 
sacrificial lamb in the salvation God 
perfected had to be sufficient for the 
sin of the whole world, or for all 
men. The infinite value of such per- 
fected salvation could only be 
achieved by an infinite sacrifice. And 
this sacrifice was infinite, for the 
Lamb of God was God the Son. It is 
with confidence that we declare that 
He who is ‘‘God of God, Light of 
Light, Very God of Very God’’ and 
is ‘‘of one substance with the 
Father’’ was the One ‘‘who for us 
men and for our salvation came 
down from Heaven’’ and ‘‘ was cru- 
ecified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.’’ 

The unquestioned diety of Jesus 
of Nazareth, who walked in Pales- 
tine these nineteen centuries ago, is 
an essential to the Christian faith. 
Only through God and by God could 
salvation be made perfect, or per- 
fected. This, Scripture affirms, has 
been done for it is written, Christ— 
His own self bear our sins in His 
own body on the tree. And, once 
hath He appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. And 
again, the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all. 

At the end of the three hours of 
darkness when our Lord was on the 
cross, knowing that all things were 
now accomplished, He cried, ‘‘It is 
finished !’’ It was a victor’s cry. The 
achievement of a great purpose, the 


final perfecting of the salvation that 


God had been preparing through the 
ages was accomplished. 

Therefore, that salvation which 
the Lord God had prepared was 
perfected in the Child of whom 
Simeon said when he had Him in 
his arms, ‘‘Mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.’’ 

Among the many reasons why God 
prepared and perfected His salva- 


Eveenity 


. tion was that it might be presented 
to men. 

Salvation is only of God. The 
great commission that the Lord 
Jesus Christ gave to the Church 
which He established was to present 
that salvation through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel to every creature 
in all the world. The Church was to 
begin at Jerusalem and to spread 
abroad to the ends of the earth. 

When Simeon said, ‘‘Mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation,’’ he was 
not looking at, or reading a lofty 
code of morals or ethics, nor was he 
considering a method of character 
building, nor any system of getting 
rid of inhibitions and other things 
that disturb the consciences of men. 
He was looking at a Person, God’s 
Son, whom he had taken up into his 
arms and into his heart. 

For the presentation of God’s 
salvation is the presentation of His 
Son. That presentation of Him is 
as the object of one’s faith. The 
Church has but two foundational 
propositions concerning her Lord 
Jesus Christ to present for the con- 
sideration of men, for them to 
weigh and to ponder and then to 
accept or reject. And these proposi- 
tions are, in summary, the declara- 
tions of John the Baptist concern- 
ing Him: ‘‘He is the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sin of the world, 
and, I saw and bare record that this 
is the Son of God. 

As the os of the Lord Jesus 


Christ is essential to God’s salva- 
tion, so the acceptance of that diety 
by the individual is essential to a 
right relation to Him. 

As the sacrifice of the same Lord 
as the Lamb of God’s providing, 
vicarious and all sufficient is essen- 
tial in the accomplishment of that 
salvation, so the acceptance of that 
sacrifice by the individual is essen- 
tial if the innumerable benefits of 
God’s salvation are to be his. 

How did Simeon receive God" S 
salvation ? 

He took the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ into his arms and cer- 
tainly into his heart, a proper ex- 
ample of fully receiving Him as his 
own. 

The presentation of God’s salva- 
tion is made to you through the 
Church in offering it to you in the 
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour and your Lord. 

What has been your decision con- 
cerning it? 

Have you rejected it and made its 
long preparation through the history 
of men and its perfecting through 
the sacrifice of the cross, a useless 
effort on the part of the almighty 
and loving God as far as you are 
concerned ? 

Or have you received it, taking 
the Lord Jesus into your heart, and 
been able with Simeon to rejoice and 
say, Mine eyes have seen thy sal- 
vation which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people? Enp 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 21) 
fulfill His unconditional promises because 
of anything in our attitude. God would 
have dealt well with Jacob if Jacob had 
never remembered the promise. When we 
live without remembering a promise we 
lose fellowship. When we come to a 
promise when we are at the end of the rope 
we lose joy. When we blaze the promise as 
we march toward our difficulties we lose 
nothing and have everything. 
LORD, GIVE US CLAIMING FAITH. 
December 17 

| AM NOT WORTHY (32:10) 

The idea in the Hebrew would be better 
expressed, “I have proved unworthy.” We 
might even paraphrase it, “I have been and 
still am unworthy.” This is the healthy at- 
titude to hold before God. The moment we 
consider that there is any worth in us we 
tie the hands of grace and move the whole 
sphere of conflict into the place of defeat. 
God simply cannot compromise His sov- 
ereign grace with any mixture of human 
merit. Such would be to confound Adam 
with Christ. The men of grace, in the 
Scriptures and throughout the history of 
the Church, have been the men who ap- 
proached God flaunting the fact of their 
Adamic relationship in order to repudiate 
it utterly, and claim all grace on the ground 
of the new relationship established through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. All triumph begins 
at point zero. Thus man is seen to be ex- 
actly what the Word declares Him to be 
and God gets all the glory 
LORD, MAY WE TAKE OUR UTTER NOTHING- 
NESS BY FAITH. Dasniities 00 


MERCIES AND TRUTH (32:10) 

The ASV translates it “lovingkindnesses 
and truth”; the RSV renders it “stedfast 
love and faithfulness.” At all events it is 
in the plural, and is the first time that the 
plural is used in the Bible for these mercies 
of God. By now they are seen to be cumu- 
lative. The emptiness of man is evident; 
the faithfulness of God is even more evi- 
dent. In the New Testament He calls Him- 
self “the God of all grace” (1 Pet. 5:10), 
and surely this story is one of the greatest 
illustrations of that fact. But we are so 
like Jacob, and only the divine pen could 
have set down in these crisp sentences the 
milk and water mixture of faith and doubt, 
trust and dread, confidence and fear. How 
often have we been the object of such sted- 
fast love, faithfulness, mercies, and truth, 
and have reacted as Jacob. But we can feel, 
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as David must have felt when he read 

Genesis, “Happy is he that hath the God 

of Jacob for his help” (Psa. 146:5). 

LORD, CONTINUE BEING THYSELF TO US. 
December 19 

THY SERVANT (32:10) 

It is good that Jacob claimed to be the 
servant of the Lord, but he was not really 
claiming all that he could have and should 
have claimed. He had begun his prayer by 
calling the Lord the God of his father 
Abraham and the God of his father Isaac. 
It would have been so much more complete 
had he cried out, “and my God, too.” It is 
not enough that we realize that God so 
loved the world. Each of us must feel that 
God so loved me that He gave His only 
begotten Son. It is good that we remember 
that we are serving the living and true 
God, but we must not forget that He could 
have servants by the infinite millions by 
merely speaking the creative word that 
would bring angel hosts into being. But to 
make sons took the incarnation and death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is when we 
boldly claim the place that love has given 
us that Love is truly satisfied (Isa. 53:11). 
LORD, GIVE US BOLD FAITH. 

December 20 
FOR WITH MY STAFF | PASSED OVER THIS 
JORDAN (32:10) 

The commentators, the vast majority at 
least, pass over this phrase without any 
mention of its meaning. The key to its 
understanding, I believe, is found in the 
conjunction “for.” “I am not worthy of 
even the least . . . because with my staff I 
passed over .. .” The staff was the instru- 
ment of the shepherd, and in such a journey 
as Jacob had made from Haran to the land 
which God had given to him, there would 
have been frequent need for its use with the 
flocks which were with them. The staff was 
used to help the sheep and to strike their 
enemies. This may well be, then, (and I 
think it is), a confession by Jacob of his 
need of chastisement. He was entering the 
tand of promise; he knew himself to be 
totally unworthy of even the least of God’s 
mercies. All he deserved was chastisement, 
so he confesses it and pleads for grace. 
P.S. He got the grace. 

LORD, WE TAKE OUR PLACE OF DESERVING 
WRATH IN ORDER TO RECEIVE GRACE. 

December 21 
DELIVER ME, | PRAY THEE (32:11) 

It was a good prayer, but it should be 
noted that it was presented to God after a 
complete set of human plans had been made 
and executed. There had been no thought 
cf waiting on the Lord to find His plans 
and His ways. There had been a frenzied 
scurrying, a dividing of the persons and 
the goods into two bands, a declaration of 
strategy in case Esau should strike, and 
then, seemingly as an afterthought, there 
was prayer. This is so like all of us, so like 
the spirituality of the natural man, that it 
should cause the blush of confusion on 
many a cheek, and a quiet humble acknow- 
ledgement of how mixed up we get. We 
are like the man who puts the cart before 
the horse. We do not ask God to reveal 
His will, but too frequently make all our 
plans and present them to God as a fait 
accomph, and with the thought that He 
should be quite pleased to rubber-stamp 
what our little minds have worked out. 
LORD, IN SPITE OF OUR BEING SO MUDDLED, 
DELIVER US. 
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December 22 
| FEAR HIM (32:11) 

Here is the old story of the beggar who 
dies with six bank books in the lining of 
his tattered coat, having lived on crusts 
with a fortune in his pocket. What quirk of 
human imbecility will cause men to do this? 
Yet we do it spiritually all the time. 
Imagine fearing an Esau when you have 
just seen a host of angels camp above you! 
Evidently God had let Jacob see their flash- 
ing glory for a brief moment, and when 
they were no longer in sight they were no 
longer in mind. “We walk by faith, not by 
sight” (2 Cor. 5:7), God tells us, but that 
is surely a declaration of ideal principal 
and not the description of daily practice. 
What humbles me most in writing these 
paragraphs is that I find myself so often 
the narrator of my own history. But thank 
God, it is possible to narrate the triumphs 
ef His grace as well as the stumbling of 
His child. 

LORD, MAY WE SEE FAITH AS THE GREATEST 
PRACTICAL REALITY. 

December 23 
THE MOTHER WITH THE CHILDREN (32:11) 

Was David using this phrase as a lever 
to move pity, or was he really a man who 
thought so unselfishly that the interest of 
these defensless ones was paramount in his 
life? I have read both explanations but I 
am forced to accept the one that puts Jacob 
in the poorest light. I must do so because 
in the story that follows he used these same 
children and the mothers as a shield behind 
which he could hide himself. He showed 
that he was ready to sacrifice them from 
the least loved to the most loved if only 
he could save his own skin. Let us get 
down before the Lord and recognize that 
nothing of good is within us, that we must 
even repent of the nature of our repent- 
ance, and bring our tears that they may be 
cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
LORD, CLEANSE US OF OUR’ INHERENT 
HYPOCRISY. 

December 24 
AND THOU SAIDST, | WILL SURELY DO THEE 
GOOD (32:12) 

Once more he goes back to a promise 
made twenty years before, but again we 
must read it with the thought that Jacob 
was wagging his finger at God, scolding 
him somewhat because he was in such a 
predicament. Yet, even though it was done 
in this way it was the only thing to do. We 
can never venture to ask anything of God 
except on the ground of His faithfulness 
to the “exceeding great and precious 
promises” (2 Pet. 1:4). This is why “God, 
willing more abundantly to show unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath . . . that 
we might have strong consolation” (Heb. 
6:17,18). This is why the promises are 
“exceeding great and precious.” God wants 
us to come to Him. God wants us to claim 
all that He has promised and there is noth- 
ing that is not included in the promises. 
“Put Me in remembrance,” God has said 


(Isa. 43 :26). 

LORD, MAKE US BOLD TO REMIND THEE. 
December 25 

1 WILL SURELY . . . MAKE THY SEED AS THE 


SAND OF THE SEA (32:12) 

The supreme inconsistency of Jacob’s 
prayer is cryingly evident in this passage, 
and reminds us that God does not hear us 
because of what we say, but because He is 
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faithful to His promise. In one breath 
Jacob prays God to keep Esau from falling 
upon the mother and the children. In the 
next he reminds God that there has been a 
covenant promise made to give these chil- 
dren to him and to preserve them so that 
they shall become a multitude. How often 
we come worrying to God asking Him for 
something which He has died to purchase 
for us, and sworn by Himself to give us. 
This does not mean that we should not pray 
for these things that are as certain as the 
throne of God (2 Tim. 2:19), but that 
we should come in an attitude of exultant 
expectation, with eager throbbing faith, 
knowing that we are dealing with our God 
who cannot lie, and who is the same yester- 
day, forever, and today! (Heb. 13:8). 
LORD, GIVE US UNSWERVING FAITH. 

December 26 
OF THAT WHICH CAME TO HIS HAND, A 
PRESENT (32:13) 

Now that his prayer was over Jacob went 
back to his scheming and planning as though 
he had not talked with God, and as though 
the promises which he had pleaded had 
never been spoken by God. How like us! 
What a picture of most prayer. It was 
George Mueller, the great apostle of prayer, 
I believe, who was asked what was the 
most important part of prayer. He replied, 
“The fifteen minutes after I have said 
Amen.” If prayer is babbling our thoughts 
to God and then rushing from His presence 
back to our own doings, it will be of small 
help in calming our troubled hearts and in 
bringing the joy of the Lord to our souls. 
If we have really entered into the promise 
of God by faith, we shall not be fretting 
and fussing when we have said Amen. We 
will leave our Esau problems to God and 
not turn our thoughts to little bribes for 
our protection. 

LORD, GIVE US STEADFAST CONSISTENCY. 
December 27 
EVERY DROVE BY THEMSELVES (32:16) 

Jacob is a wily customer, and we must 
love him because he is so like ourselves. 
He takes goats, sheep, camels, cattle, and 
asses, and sends his men out with each 
crove as an appeasement gift for Esau. 
Now in that desert country goats are the 
animal of least value; sheep are worth 
more; camels are worth still more, while 
cattle and asses are the most useful and 
the most prized. Jacob’s gifts are calcu- 
lated to reach Esau like the mounting bids 
in the ears of an auctioneer. This is the 
refinement of cunning: human reason. The 
first messengers had no present (v. 3), but 
now the mounting fear of Esau forces 
Jacob to this attempt at appeasement. The 
hosts of angels, invisible above him, must 
have wondered with amazement that he 
should thus dissipate the riches which God 
had given him in Haran, instead of relying 
on them to do God’s work for him. 

LORD, TEACH US THE FUTILITY OF HUMAN 
SCHEMING. 

December 28 
FOR HE SAID, | WILL APPEASE HIM (32:20) 

This is the first time this word appears 
in the Bible, and it is the word which is 
afterwards used for “atonement.” The root 
meaning is “to cover” (different word is 
used in 20:16), and the thought in the mind 
of Jacob was that these gifts would “cover 
the face” of Esau (the literal translation), 
so that he would no longer see the offense 
of Jacob. It was a thought that was not 


far from that of Cain when he brought a 
basket of fruit instead of the blood of the 
lamb. Jacob was acting as though the 
angels had not come, as though: he had not 
prayed, as though the promises of God 
were worthless. Almost every line of this 
story brings us the same lesson from an- 
other angle as though the Lord would burn 
into our souls our proneness to wander, 
until we should thoroughly deal with the 
matter and cast away all confidence in 
human measures. 

LORD, REMOVE EVEN THE DREGS OF OUR 
SELF-CONFIDENCE. j 
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December 29 
PERHAPS HE WILL ACCEPT ME (32:20) 

Is this word really spoken by the man 
who had just prayed the prayer which we 
have considered? He had come pleading his 
relationship to his fathers in the covenant; 
he had reminded God that he was acting 
under divine orders; he had taken a place 
of deep personal humility; he had cried 
for deliverance and reminded God of his 
promises. And then, in an hour, we see him 
as a craven coward, running hither and 
yon, arranging with servants to take pres- 
ents to Esau, giving them the faithless 
words they are to speak, and allowing his 
mind to think thoughts of the utmost dread 
and doubt, and, in spite of all the promises 
of God and the sureness of the divine cove- 
nant, to wonder if, peradventure, perhaps, 
Esau will accept him who had been ac- 
cepted of God before he was born. But do 
not despise Jacob too much. Rather say, 
“There, too often, go I.” 

LORD, FORGIVE OUR GROSS SIN OF DOUBT- 
ING THEE. 

December 30 
HE ROSE UP THAT NIGHT (32:22) 

Where there is no faith there can be 
little sleep. The utterly wicked, who have 
their conscience seared as with a hot iron, 
can rest without disturbance. Their awake- 
ning will be the rude prelude to the lake 
of fire. It is possible for a believer so to 
harden himself against the will of God 
that, like Jonah, he can be fast asleep in 
the midst of a tempest of judgment (Jonah 
1:5). But when the Lord brings a believer 
to the place of decision he must be awake 
like Jonah thrown overboard, and like 
Jacob, wandering in the camp, and then 
preparing his dark fording of the brook, 
seeking to put barrier upon barrier between 
himself and that which God had promised 
could not happen. Thus doubt makes us 
slaves of our fears, and runaway slaves 
at that. And probably the children were 
crying, as fear communicates itself easily. 
LORD, BRING US TO THE VERY END OF SELF. 

December 31 
OVER THE FORD OF THE JABBOK (32:22) 

He did not know that was the eve of his 
new year, but it was. Temporarily his 
doubt was taking him in a direction away 
from the land of promise, but it was there 
that God was going to meet him for the 
final struggle of the soul. Names have 
great significance in the Bible and Jabbok 
means “pouring out,” or “emptying.” I sat 
there one day, watching the place where 
the waters had flowed down before Jacob, 
and knew that there had to be the emptying 
of self before there can be the beginning 
with God. For it is only when we have 
poured out our last drop of hope in self 
and confidence in the flesh that God can 
come in with His mighty power. And it is 
a process that will go on day by day, for 
as soon as we have emptied everything and 
been filled with God, we learn that there 
is more to empty and more, ever more fill- 


ing. 
LORD, BRING US TO JABBOK. 


TAX EXEMPT FOUNDATIONS 
(Continued from page 22) 
difficult by the requirement that 
contributions be made during the 
taxable year for which deduction 
is claimed. A foundation can be 
used to receive the amounts set 
aside each year until the necessary 
amount has been accumulated, and 
income tax deductions are obtained 

each year. 

A foundation can also relieve the 
busy executive of a great deal of 
pressure from solicitors from other 
charities because they can be re- 
ferred to the foundation whose 
trustees will act upon such requests. 

Another major advantage of a 
family foundation is that it can be 
used to save inheritance and estate 
taxes. Probably the best example 
of this is to be found in the Henry 
Ford family where all of the non- 
voting stock of the Ford Motor 
Company was left to the Ford 
Foundation by Henry and Edsel at 
their deaths. This stock has been 
estimated. to exceed 90% of the 
capital of the Company. All of the 
voting stock was retained in the 
Ford family, which, of course, kept 
the family in complete control of 
the Company. This relieved the 
Fords of the necessity of selling any 
of the family-owned stock to pay 
death taxes. Had it not been for the 
bequest to the foundation, the Ford 
family might very well have been 
forced to relinquish control of the 
Corporation in order to pay the 
taxes. 

Family foundations can be used 
to great advantage by small busi- 
nessmen as well as by the large 
corporations. Recently, we incor- 
porated the business of a person who 
was interested in supporting mis- 
sionary work. The corporation is- 
sued $30,000 in corporate bonds to 
the owner as part of the considera- 
tion of the assets of the business. 
These bonds were in turn placed in 
a nonprofit Christian trust of which 
the owner and members of the 
family are the trustees. 

The gift of the bonds to the trust 
qualifies as a deductible contribu- 
tion on the owner’s income tax re- 
turn for the current year. The bonds 
bear interest at the rate of 6% 
which is deductible as business ex- 
pense by the corporation on its 
income tax return each year. Fur- 
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thermore, the interest paid is not 
subject to income tax when received 
by the trust. The deduction for 
interest paid reduces corporate 
taxes by at least 30% of the interest 
and could amount to as much as 
82% in the case of a corporation 
subject to excess profits tax. Thus, 
a missionary can be _ supported 
largely from funds which would 
have gone to the Government for 
income taxes. 

A collateral effect of the transfer 
of the bonds in trust is to eliminate 
that amount from the estate of the 
transferor resulting in an addi- 
tional tax saving at death in states 
like Pennsylvania which taxes be- 
quests to religious organizations. 
This saving is 15% of the principal 
amount put in trust. 

At the present time, the writer 
is in the process of incorporating 
a manufacturing business in one of 
the midwestern states. At the same 
time, a charitable foundation is 
being chartered as a corporation 
and the owner of the business will 
transfer all of the stock of the 
manufacturing corporation to this 
nonprofit foundation. Holding the 
stock of the nonprofit foundation 
assures him of complete control of 
both corporations; and all of the 
operating profits, other than his 
salary, will be administered by the 
nonprofit corporation for the sup- 
port of missionaries and other 
Christian work. 

Any number of possibilities of 
channeling money into Christian 
work could be worked out by using 
a foundation. In every case, the 
type of foundation and the method 
of operation can be tailored to the 
individual desires and needs. 

As to the method of operation, 
there are two principal types of 
foundations: The first type is the 
foundation which merely makes 
grants to other organizations that 
are actively engaged in the type of 
work in which the founder is inter- 
ested. The administrative require- 
ments of such a foundation are very 
meager. The second type is the 
operating foundation which is ac- 
tively engaged in the various media 
of accomplishing its purposes. Such 
a foundation requires an administra- 
tive staff commensurate with the 
scope and size of its operations. 

There is no minimum amount of 
money or property necessary to 
form a charitable foundation. The 
charitable trust is the most inex- 
pensive type of organization to 
create, but a corporation has some 

advantages over the trust. The 
mechanics of setting up foundations 
and obtaining tax exemption are 
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legal problems and not within -the 
scope of this article. 


Inéome taxes this year are the 
highest that they have ever been in 
history. At the same time, the 
amendment permitting deduction 
for charitable gifts up to 20% of 
adjusted gross income is particu- 
larly advantageous to Christians. 
There is still time for many busi- 
nessmen to take advantage of these 
methods of helping Christian work 
either by the use of their own foun- 
dation or by contributions to Chris- 
tian works already in existence. 


The Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 
publishers of Evrsernity, is a non- 
profit, tax-exempt foundation. Its 
ministry has many facets: radio, 
portable church services, missionary 
support, films, ete. It serves one or 
more of the purposes pointed out in 
this article for a number of people 
who want a personal share in the 
Lord’s work. 


It can receive and hold or disburse 
cash or other property, including 
corporate securities, in accordance 
with the donor’s wishes. The income 
can be used for the Foundation’s 
ministry or in any form of Chris- 
tian work designated by the donor. 
Those who do not care to or who 
are not able to administer their own 
foundation might find in this foun- 
dation an answer to their own need. 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 24) 
parted’’ from his master! And, in 
the manner of God’s restitution, the 
loss is to be turned to gain. Consider 
in the whole incident the divine 
solution for all man’s social prob- 
lems. The slave gains his freedom 
and, in respecting a human person- 
ality, instead of a slave, the master 
obtains a brother. There is a touch 
of humor in the closing words. Paul 
gives Philemon his note of hand for 
aught Onesimus owes, discounting, 
as he returns to seriousness, Phile- 
— ’s deep spiritual obligation to 

im. 


PAUL’S PUN 

VERSES 20-25 
Yes, brother, I would have profit of 
you im the Lord. Set my heart at 
rest in Christ. I have written to you 
in the firm confidence that you will 
do as I wish, and knowing that you 
will do even more than I ask. At the 
same time, also, get ready my room. 
For I hope that through your pray- 
ers I shall be granted to you. 
Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner of 
war for Christ Jesus, sends his 
greeting, also Mark, Aristarchus, 
and Luke, my fellow-laborers. The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. 


‘‘T would have profit of you”’ 
is a pun, and ‘‘the lowest form of 
wit’’ has seldom been used with such 
delicacy. It is a play, of course, on 
Onesimus’ name. Transliteration of 
the word into English will show it. 
It is onaimen, the verb of which 
‘*Onesimus’’ is the adjective. What 
is Paul suggesting in the pointed 
language of verse 21? It seems that 
Lightfoot must be correct when he 
suggests that the idea of Onesimus’ 
freedom is present in Paul’s mind, 
though the word never passes his 
lips. ‘‘This reserve,’’ he writes, ‘‘is 
characteristic of the Gospel. Slavery 
is never directly attacked as such, 
but principles are inculeated which 
must prove fatal to it.’’ 


The epistle ends on notes of inti- 
macy. There was something truly 
Greek about Paul. The great Greek 
orators never placed the climax of 
their speech in the closing words. 
The oration closed on a minor note 
designed to bring the excited audi- 
ence back to normality and rest. 
So here. 


And so ends one of the most 
famous personal letters of all time— 
the perfect expression of Christian 


citizenship. ENp 














Here we print the prayer re- 
quests of our readers. If you have 
a real burden and will promise to 
pray with us for all of the requests 
set forth here, write to us. We will 
assign a number to your request 
and print tt. 

Many readers have written ask- 
ing prayer for the salvation of 
unsaved relatives and friends, and 
for the restoration to fellowship of 
those who know the Lord. Let us 
pray for all those who have writ- 
ten concerning these problems. 
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For a consecrated young mother, 
who through the study of God’s 
Word, with her Catholic husband, 
is trying to show him the great 
trrths of the Bible, in contrast to 
lis beliefs. 
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POCKET BOOKS 


NEW, PERFECT GIFTS....35¢ \ 


Inspiring book-length Christian stories 
for youth and adults. TIME OF helped 
a gripping tale of how one family he 

Christ live in hearts in churchless Florida 
town. UNWANTED tells how old man 
and a youth out of penitentiary devel- 
oped farm and built Christian community. 
No. 2676 TIME OF FEAR 35c 
No. 2677 UNWANTED 35c 





om 


NEW MUSIC TITLES 


FAVORITE HYMN ARRANGEMENTS 
for mixed voices, by Don Whitman; 48 
songs, 80 pages; spiral bound; for choir 
or quartet. WORLD'S BEST CHRIST- 
MAS CAROLS, 76 classic melodies of 
many lands; full color cover. 

No. 57389 HYMNS $1.25 
No. 9847 CAROLS 40c— $4.50 doz. 
At Your Book Store, or From 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO 
E tral “Parkway, ‘Cincinnat Dh 




















Chis Christmas 
SHARE 


WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU WITH CHRISTIANS 
IN OTHER LANDS WHO NEED YOUR HELP 


OD is able to make all grace abound toward you: 
that ye, always having sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath 
dispersed abroad; He hath given to the poor: his right- 
eousness remaineth forever.) ... Being enriched in every 
thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 
thanksgiving to God. (2 Cor. 9:8, 9, 11.) 


EVANGELICAL AID 


(GIFTS DEDUCTIBLE FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES) 


1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








Pray for a very young couple, 
with one child, an infant, that they 
may be saved and that the young 
man may be guided by the Holy 
Spirit in the new work he is con- 
templating. 
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A South Carolina reader asks us 
to join her in prayer that she may 
find employment near her mother 
to enable her to care for her. The 
mother’s eyesight is poor and she 
is unable to do much walking. The 
daughter writes: ‘‘Please pray too 
that I may be a Christian fully 
surrendered to God’s will. My 
mother is such a Christian, and I 
do so want to be one also.”’ 
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The author of Stoney Batier 
(Erernity Book Service $3.00), a 
story of salvation in the oil fields 
of Pennsylvania where she lives 
writes: ‘‘Pray for my healing and 
my son’s salvation. I so want to get 
up and work again. Living alone— 
flat on one’s back—depending on 
someone’s running in for even a 
drink of water or hot tea is very 
trying. It is a life of waiting— 
waiting—waiting, for the Lord’s 
healing touch or release.’’ 


A Chicago reader asks prayer, for 
her sister who is ill and for whom 
the doctor sees no hope of recovery. 
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PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT 

The North Africa Mission has a 
hospital in Tangier and plans to 
build another in Tripoli. A doctor 
now waiting to go out to Tangier 


writes: ‘‘The task before us is 
great, but God knows that it is 
worth every effort we can make to 
lift high the cross of Jesus Christ 
over the shores of North Africa.’’ 

Doctors and nurses are urgently 
needed to staff these hospitals and 
equipment of every kind is in short 
supply or is wearing out. Ererniry 
will be glad to hear from any who 
are interested in going to this field 
or to receive contributions for the 
needed equipment. 


RECORDING MACHINE 

For many years we have known 
and loved Elmer Gillespie, the 
wheelchair evangelist who has. been 
almost completely paralyzed for 
most of his life. His sister, Mildred, 
is in the Cireulaticn Department of 
ETERNITY and many thousands of 
you have had letters from her dur- 
ing the years as she has worked with 
us in our magazine effort for almost 
20 years. Elmer Gillespie speaks 
excellent French and is doing a 
magnificent work over the radio in 
Louisiana in both English and 
French, and in other work through- 
out that state. 





He is in. urgent need of a record- 
ing machine which will enable him 
and his wife to prepare their pro- 
grams in advance on tape; ahd of 
a dictating machine which will 
enable him to prepare correspon- 
dence with inquirers, et cetera. The 
editors of Eternity will send the 
recording machine to Mr. and Mrs. 
Gillespie as soon as we have received 
the sum of $127.50 (for a machine 
that is retailing at $180.00). We 
will also forward the dictating 
machine as soon as sufficient funds 
are received. We will forward the 
names and addresses of all donors 
to Mr. Gillespie for direct acknowl- 
edgment from the field. 

D.G.B. 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 14) 

once the child has passed the stage 
of tiny-totterings along the road to 
knowledge his lessons should be 
straight instruction and not dis- 
guised forms of play or bedtime 
stories. The average healthy child 
is eager to receive instruction on 
a vast variety of subjects and he is 
blessed with a memory as absorbent 
as a sponge; in fact he meets his 
instructors half way and it is only 
when an instructor gives the im- 
pression that learning is a bore that 
he acquires dislike for it. Why, 
then, waste time in dolling up fas- 
cinating material into milk-and- 
watery dialogues between synthetic 
children, specialists, craftsmen, un- 
cles, and so on, who spend much of 
their brief time-allowance in wan- 
dering from the point in simulated 
action or unconvincing back-chat.’’ 

And these remarks are just as 
good when applied to religious in- 
struction as they are to secular in- 
struction. Too many people talk 
down to children, who are capable 
of taking much more serious instruc- 
tion than most adults suspect. 


REPORT FROM MISSION FIELDS 

The Church of England News- 
paper reports an address by the 
Rev. G. Appleton, Home Secretary 
of the Conference of British Mis- 
sionary Societies, in which he stated 
that during a recent tour of the 
mission fields he had had many 
appeals for Christians, experienced 
in academic work, journalism, and 
the trade union movements, to come 
from the Western countries in order 
to help the church to play its part 
in areas of thought and influence 
which shape the life and thinking 
of nations. Literature for clergy and 
laity overseas was desperately 
needed, Mr. Appleton said. 
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Produced by 
Great Commission Films 


16mm.—Sound—Color 





In 1951 more than 10,000 churches in the United States purchased motion picture projectors. The films 
which will be shown on these projectors will influence the thinking and beliefs of many people. 

It is because of the need and the potential that Dr. Barnhouse felt that good films, with sound 
Bible-teaching content were desperately needed. 

These films are now being shown by Dr. Barnhouse in strategic centers and will be available for 
showing in your church as soon as scheduling permits. Write at once for details and available dates. Area 
representatives are needed in certain sections of this country. 


3 NEW BIBLE-TEACHING FILMS written and narrated by Donald Grey Sanidiewen 


THE GEOGRAPHY OF SALVATION—Here, using the 
3 geography of California as an illustration, the spiritual 
truth is taught that man’s character cannot save him. 
This fact is presented in such a way that an unsaved 
person cannot help but see his position before God. 
Salvation through Christ is presented in a clear-cut way 


THREE EQUALS ONE—God’s Word, His works in nature’s 
most magnificent colors, and simple logic are used to 
illustrate the truth that while God is One, He is 


Three. (14 minutes) 





WHY CHRIST HAD TO DIE—A blackboard method of 
teaching how the fact that God is LOVE, HOLINESS, and 
JUSTICE can truly be resolved in the Person and death 
of Jesus Christ. (14 minutes) 


Wangelical Fi 


rk 


so that everyone can understand. (35 minutes) 


If you are interested in helping to present this Gospel 
ministry in film, write us for information. 
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Wednesday ~ 
January 21, is 
registration day 


at MBI... 


CHOOSE FROM EIGHT 
BASIC COURSES: 


General Bible 

Christian Education 
Christian Education—Music 
Jewish Missions 

Missionary 

Missionary Technical 
Pastors Course 

Sacred Music 


Whatever your choice of vocation, 
you'll be able to serve Christ better 
after you've been 


wu 


Prepare for the Work of God 
by Studying the Word of God at 
Moody Bible Institute! 


At MBI you'll enjoy true fellowship with a large 

faculty, who devote all of their time to the task of 
training young people for Christian service. As a member 
of a remarkable Christian community, you'll feel that 
your individual progress and spiritual growth is a matter 
of concern to every employee in the Institute family. 
You'll find a thousand other young people in the student 
body from churches all over America. 


Moody’s tuition-free courses provide an excellent 
knowledge of the entire Bible. They’re planned to ground 
you firmly in the fundamental doctrines of the Christian 
faith, and—because MBI stresses “‘doing”’ as well as 
“hearing” the Word—to give you the best possible 
experience in personal soul-winning and practical 
Christian work. Students use the vast Chicago area with 
its many churches and institutions as a clinical 
laboratory to obtain valuable experience. 


write topay for piclure book and free catalog. 


Address Office of Admissions Room ET232. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL...EVANGELISTIC 


Mioody Bible Institute 


820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, presiwent * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pean 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 








